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Abstract. Introduction. A comparative study of demographic changes in the Republic of 

Turkey and the Republic of Kazakhstan aids the Government of Kazakhstan in developing 

policies aligned with economic potential and demographic shifts. Scientific analysis of these 

demographic factors also supports the creation and implementation of a strategic state policy 

that ensures national interests and security. The objectives of the study. The purpose of this 

article is to examine the dynamics of demographic processes in the Republic of Kazakhstan 

and the Republic of Turkey. Materials and methods. The research materials include works by 

Kazakh and Turkish scholars and statistical data from the Turkish Statistical Institute (TÜİK), 

which serves as the primary source of scientific information. Also, in the scientific article, 

Turkish archive documents (Kızılay Genel Müdürlüğü Arşivi) and archive data of the 

President of the Republic of Kazakhstan (AP RK) were used. The methodological foundation 

of this article consists of various theoretical and methodological tool from the historical and 

demographic disciplines. These include demographic tables, cross-sectional analysis, cohort 

analysis, longitudinal analysis, standardization of demographic components, and analytical 

demographic forecasting methods. Results. Demographic process of Kazakhstan and Turkey 

were given according to the results of the TÜİK, Address Based Population Registration 
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System (in tur.ADNKS) and the results of the National  Statistics Bureau of the RK.                                       

In 1980-1991 Turkey's birth rate was 24.7 permille, while Kazakhstan's birth rate from                                       

1988 to 1995 remained almost constant at 24.8 permille. This social phenomenon can be 

attributed to higher birth rates in the rural areas of the southern, western, and eastern regions 

in both countries. Conclusions. Demographic indicators are integral to socioeconomic 

planning and the monitoring of development programs. Crafting strategies and programs for 

sustainable societal development primarily requires considering population growth and 

demographic forecasts. The demographic trends in both countries can inform positive 

decision-making and the implementation of social development programs in the Republic of 

Kazakhstan. 
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Аңдатпа. Кіріспе. Мақалада Қазақстан мен Түркияның демографиялық үрдістерінің 

жалпылама 1991-2021 жылдар (1991, 2006, 2021) аралығындағы кейбір демографиялық 

қырлары зерттелді.  Атап айтар болсақ, мақалада ҚР мен Түркияның мың адамға 

шаққадағы туу көрсеткіштері, екі мемлекет қалаларындағы халық санының өсуі мен 
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азаю айырмашылықтары екі ел ғалымдарының зерттеулерімен және статистикалық 

деректермен көрсетілді. Зерттеу нәтижемізге орай өткен ғасырдың тоқсаныншы 

жылдардың басында Түркияның әлеуметтік жағдайына сәйкес халықтың промильдік 

көрсеткіші ҚР демографиялық көрсеткіштерімен ұқсастығын аңғаруға болады.                                                     

ХХI ғасыр басында Түркия санының артқаны байқалады. Сондай-ақ, мақалада 

босқындар мәселелсі де назардан тыс қалмады. Зерттеудің мақсаты мен міндеттері. 

Мақаланың мақсаты Қазақстан Республикасы мен Түркия Республикасындағы 

демографиялық үрдістер динамикасын зерттеу болып табылады. Материалдар мен 

әдістер. Зерттеу материалдары ретінде ҚР және Түркия ғалымдарының еңбектері, 

сондай-ақ негізгі ғылыми ақпарат базасы ретінде Түркия статистикалық институтының 

(TÜİK) статистикалық деректері пайдаланылды. Сондай-ақ, ғылыми мақалада Түркия 

архив құжаттары (Kızılay Genel Müdürlüğü Arşivi) мен Қазақстан Республикасы 

Президентінің архив деректері (ҚР ПА) қолданылды. Ғылыми мақаланың әдіснамалық 

негізін ғылымдағы тарихи-демографиялық бағыттың теориялық және әдістемелік 

құралдарының жиынтығы құрайтын: демографиялық кестелер әдісі, қиыстыра талдау 

әдісі, когорттық әдіс, салыстырмалы талдау әдісі, демографиялық құрамдастарды 

жүйелеу әдістері, аналитикалық демографиялық болжау әдісі қолданылды. Нәтижелер. 

Қазақстан мен Түркияның демографиялық үрдістері TÜİK, Халықты мекен-жай 

бойынша тіркеу жүйесі (ADNKS) және ҚР Ұлттық статистика бюросының нәтижелері 

бойынша көрсетілген. 1980-1991 жылдары Түркияда туу көрсеткіші 24,7 промиль 

болса, ҚР-ның 1988-1995 жылдар аралығындағы туу көрсеткіші 24,8 промиль деңгейін 

көрсеткен. Бұл әлеуметтік құбылысты (Түркия 24,7 – ҚР 24,8) екі мемлекеттің де 

оңтүстік, батыс және шығыс аймақтарындағы ауылдық жерлерде туу деңгейінің 

жоғарылауымен байланыстыруға болады. Қорытынды. Әлеуметтік-экономикалық 

жоспарлау және даму бағдарламаларының мониторингі кезінде демографиялық 

көрсеткіштер ескеріледі. Қоғамның тұрақты дамуының стратегиялары мен 

бағдарламаларын әзірлеу, ең алдымен, халық санының өсуі мен демографиялық 

болжамдарды есепке алуды көздейді. Екі елдің демографиялық үдерістерінің 

нәтижелері демографияға қытысты оң шешімдер қабылдауға және ҚР әлеуметтік даму 

бағдарламаларын жүзеге асыруға ықпал ете алады. 

Түйін сөздер: Демография, әлеуметтану, туу коэффициенті, демографиялық салмақ 

коэффициенті, халық санағы, пронатализм саясаты, антинатализм саясаты. 

Дәйексөз үшін: Қуанбай О.Б., Әпендиев Т.Ә., Ушкурбаева А.Е. Қазақстан 

Республикасы және Түркия Республикасындағы демографиялық үрдістердің кейбір 

қырлары (1991-2021) // Отан тарихы. 2024. Т. 27. № 3. Б. 706-720. (Ағылш.) 

DOI: 10.51943/2788-9718_2024_27_3_706-720 

Алғыс. Мақала Қазақстан Республикасы Ғылым және жоғары білім министрлігі                                         

Ш.Ш. Уәлиханов атындағы Тарих және этнология институтының «Қазақстан 

Республикасының демографиялық дамуының қазіргі заманғы тенденциялары                             

(1991-2021 жж.)» тақырыбындағы бағдарламалық-мақсатты қаржыландыру жобасын 

жүзеге асыру аясында орындалды (жеке тіркеу нөмірі: АР22785742). 
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Аннотация. Введение. В статье рассматриваются некоторые аспекты демографического 

процесса Казахстана и Турции в отдельные годы (1991, 2006. 2021) за период                                         

1991-2021 гг. Цели и задачи. Целью статьи является исследование динамики 

демографических процессов Республики Казахстан и Турецкой Республики. 

Материалы и методы. Материалами исследования служили труды казахстанских и 

турецких исследователей, а также статистические данные Турецкого статистического 

института (TÜİK). Также  использованы турецкие архивные документы (Kızılay Genel 

Müdürlüğü Arşivi) и фонды Президента Республики Казахстан (АП РК). 

Методологическая основа статьи состоит из различных теоретических и 

методологических инструментов исторических и демографических дисциплин: 

демографические таблицы, кросс-секционный анализ, когортный анализ, продольный 

анализ, стандартизация демографических компонентов. Результаты. В целом 

исследованы показатели рождаемости на тысячу человек населения обеих стран, 

различия в приросте населения, убыли в городах двух стран. По результатам 

проведенного нами исследования видно, что показатель в промилле населения Турции 

в соответствии с социальной ситуацией в начале ХХ века почти аналогичен 

демографическим данным Республики Казахстан на тот период. В начале ХХI века в 

Турции наблюдается рост населения. Кроме того, рассмотрен вопрос беженцев. 

Заключение. Демографические показатели учитываются при социально-экономическом 

планировании и проведении мониторинга программ развития. Разработка стратегий и 

программ устойчивого развития общества предполагает в первую очередь учет роста 

народонаселения и демографического прогноза. Результаты демографических 

процессов двух стран может содействовать при принятий положительных решений и 

реализаций социально развивающих программ РК. 
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Introduction. Understanding demographic trends is crucial for shaping effective public 

policies and fostering sustainable development. This article presents a comparative analysis of 

demographic processes in the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Turkey from                              

1991 to 2021. The study investigates the dynamics of population changes, age and gender 

composition, and other critical demographic indicators in both countries. Kazakhstan and 

Turkey, despite their geographical and cultural differences, share similarities in their                                             

socio-economic challenges and development trajectories. By examining these two nations, we 

aim to identify patterns and insights that can inform policy-making and strategic planning. 

This comparative approach highlights how each country’s unique demographic experiences 

have influenced their respective economic growth, social stability, and national security. 

Our research underscores the importance of demographic factors in socio-economic 

planning and the formulation of development programs. By understanding the demographic 

trends and forecasts, policymakers can make informed decisions that support sustainable 

development and national interests. The insights gained from this study are particularly 

relevant for the Republic of Kazakhstan, as it seeks to implement effective social 

development programs and enhance its socio-economic resilience. 

In the following sections, we will delve into the specifics of demographic changes in 

Kazakhstan and Turkey over the past three decades, compare their respective trajectories, and 

discuss the implications for future policy and development strategies. 

Materials and research methods. Drawing on a robust dataset from the Turkish 

Statistical Institute (TÜİK) and various works by Kazakh and Turkish researchers as Tatimov 

(1978, 1989), Alekseenko (1994, 1999), Asylbekov and Galiyev (1992), Asylbekov and 

Kozina (1995), Özgür (1998),  Tandoğan (1998), Doğan (2009), Sertkaya (2018) this article 

employs a range of methodological tools. These include demographic tables, cross-sectional 

and cohort analyses, longitudinal studies, and methods of standardizing demographic 

components. Through this comprehensive analysis, we aim to reveal the underlying 

demographic processes and their implications for both countries. 

The demographic analysis of ethnic processes in this study employs several methods: 

Demographic Tables: Used to create numerical models of demographic processes, these 

tables characterize quantitative changes in the intensity of a given process over the life of a 

generation. Cross-Sectional Analysis: This method studies the frequency of demographic 

events in different ethnic groups within the same calendar period. Cohort Analysis: Utilized 

for examining demographic populations such as births, divorces, and mortality. Longitudinal 

Analysis: This approach studies the frequency of demographic events within an ethnic group 

over different periods. Standardization of Demographic Components: Applied to analyze 

demographic processes that occur only at certain ages (e.g., births) or at specific ages                                                 

(e.g., marriage). It accounts for variations in the intensity of demographic processes and the 

number of demographic events based on gender and age. Analytical Demographic 
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Forecasting: This method measures the influence of the current intensity of processes and its 

changes, along with the initial age-sex structure, on changes in population size and future 

structure. Population reproduction models are also used. 

These methods collectively provide a comprehensive understanding of the demographic 

aspects of ethnic processes. 

Discussion. The article widely used the data of the Turkish Statistical Institute (TÜİK) 

as the main scientific information base: TÜİK, Nüfus Projeksiyonları 2018-2080. On 01 

March 2019, TÜİK, Statistical indicators 1923-2011. On 01 March 2019, TÜİK, Genel Nüfus 

Sayımları. On March 01, 2019, TÜİK, Address Dayal Population Registration System 

(ADNKS). [Address Based Population Registration System (ADNKS)] on 01 March 2019, 

TÜİK, Hayati İstatistikler. [Vital Statistics] On 01 March 2019, the data of the study of the 

demographic phenomenon will increase the value of the scientific article.  Also, in the 

scientific article, Turkish archive documents (Archive. KGMA. K. No: 2883, Dosya                                              

1944-1949-II. Mültecilere Yardım Dosyası., Archive. KGMA. K. No: 2883, D. No: 1947. 

T.1949.Sayı108. Kastamonu Mülteciler Misafirhanesi Müdürü Rıza Tunç Tarafından kızılay 

Cemiyeti genel Merkezine Gönderilen 9 Haziran 1949 Tarihli ve 108 Sayılı Yazı.) and 

archive data of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan (Archive. АP RК.F.708. In. 27. 

C.73. P.8.Original Document) were used. 

Fundamental works of a number of scientists were used in the research and writing of 

the demography of the Republic of Turkey. In particular, the following work was used in the 

discussion of the people's geography of Turkey: Doğanay, S. ve Alım, M. (2016) «Türkiye’nin 

Nüfus Coğrafyası, Türkiye Beşeri ve Ekonomik Coğrafyası»  1.Baskı, Pegem Akademi, 

Ankara. The valuable work of Çavlin Alanur Bozbeyoğlu and Rittersberger Helga Tilich 

(2011) about the state control of the population in Turkey with the information system 

“Türkiye de Deçizen Nüfus Bilgi Sisteminin Kamu Yönetimine Katılan ve Kamu 

Hizmetlerinden Faydalanan 'Vatandaşla' Ilişisi, Amme İdaresi Dergisi” was not overlooked.  

Seyran Gursoy Çukhadar and Lordogly's (2016) works entitled “Demografik Dönüşüm 

Sürecinde Türkiye'de Yaşlanma Ve Sorunlar” were also the main basis of our research.                                        

Didem Danysh's work entitled "Demography: a sociological approach to the people”.                                                      

Danış D. (2019) “Demografi: Nüfus Meselesine Sosiyoliki Bir Bakış, Türkiye Bilimler 

Akademisi, Ulusal Açık Ders Malzemeleri” and Özgür (1998),  Tandoğan (1998),                                          

Doğan (2009), Sertkaya (2018) appeared in this article. 

Among Kazakhstan researchers, the works of Tatimov (1978, 1989), Alekseenko (1994), 

Alekseenko (1999), Asylbekov and Galiyev (1992), and Asylbekov and Kozina (1995) and 

“History of Kazakhstan” Vol.(V) (2010) were utilized. 

From its earliest days, the Republic of Kazakhstan has dedicated all efforts to 

maintaining interethnic and interfaith peace and harmony. This policy has been explored 

theoretically by several Kazakh scientists, including Tugzhanova E.L., Kan G.V., Korobkin 

V.S., Shayakhmetov N.U., Dunaev V.Yu., Kurganskaya V.D., Dymov O.G., and Kabuldinov 

Z.E. Additionally, this topic has been addressed in collective monographs and reports such as 

"Kazakhstan: Territory of Peace and Harmony,” “Kazakhstan's Experience of Interethnic and 

Interfaith Harmony,” and “Multicultural Society in Kazakhstan.” This works examined the 

socio-demographic development of the republic's population and brought clarity to the issues 

of historical demography by introducing a new methodological approach, suggesting ways to 

address these challenges. 

Results. Until the ХХ century, the study of global population primarily focused on 

numbers and censuses. Later, “attention shifted to examining population characteristics and 

dynamics, such as migration and changes in population” (Akbaş, 2016: 2). As for as we know 

“population growth is directly influenced by demographic indicators such as marital status, 

marriage and divorce rates, birth rates, death rates, and the age and sex structure” (Kartayeva, 
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2007:61). Developing strategies and programs for sustainable societal development requires 

careful consideration of population growth and demographic forecasts. Typically, 

demographic data are integrated into socioeconomic planning and the monitoring of 

development programs. Demographic factors significantly influence economic, environmental, 

and social changes within society. They directly impact economic growth, national defense, 

and overall security. Human capital is a key resource for any society: “Effective management 

of a modern state necessitates analyzing both the quantitative and qualitative aspects of its 

population on national and regional levels. To implement balanced and informed public 

policies, it is essential to examine population dynamics, age structure, gender distribution, 

education levels, professions, employment across various sectors, and both external and 

internal migration. These indicators collectively contribute to evaluating progress toward the 

internationally adopted Sustainable Development Goals” (Alekseenko, 1981:112). Countries 

study human resources and characteristics to effectively utilize their natural, economic, and 

cultural assets, often relying on population censuses to achieve this. A population census can 

be defined as “the process of gathering comprehensive demographic information about all 

residents within a country at a specific time, making this data available for use, processing, 

and publication for various purposes” (Tandoğan, 1998: 3). 

While censuses were originally conducted to assess a country's military resources and 

tax obligations, today they gather comprehensive information about human resources: 

“Modern population censuses collect data on gender, age structure, the ratio of rural to urban 

populations, internal and external migration rates, population growth and decline, education 

levels, and workforce distribution. This information is crucial for informed policy-making and 

resource allocation” (Akbaş, 2016: 3). 

Prominent Kazakh scientists M. Asylbekov and V. Kozina assert that “the primary goal 

of demographic policy is to revitalize the family as a social institution, restructuring the entire 

social framework to prioritize the interests of the family and childbearing, and to revive a 

family-oriented culture in society. Only such a policy can give us hope that Kazakhstan, like 

the rest of humanity, will be able to overcome the threat of demographic depopulation” 

(Asylbekov, Kozina 2009: 152). 

The dynamics of birth rates were directly influenced by the socio-economic conditions 

in each country. Regarding birth rates, we have provided data on Turkey and Kazakhstan for 

various years below: 

 
Birth rates of the Republic of Turkey (1980-2018) 

Years Total fertility rate Total birth rate 

(%) 

number of live births per 

thousand people (%) 

Average age of 

mothers 

1980 3,41 105,3 24,7 28,16 

1985 2,59 81,15 19,5 28,63 

1990 2,65 83,68 20,9 27,71 

2000 2,53 86,5 21,6 28,08 

2001 2,38 82,7 20,3 26,7 

2005 2,12 74,3 18,2 27,0 

2010 2,08 72,8 17,2 27,7 

2014 2,18 74,4 17,5 28,4 

2015 2,15 72,9 17,1 25,5 

2016 2,11 71,0 16,5 28,6 

2017 2,07 69,6 16,1 28,7 

2018 1,99 66,8 15,3 28,9 

*Source: (TÜİK, 2019ç). 
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If we compare the birth rate data per 1,000 population, there are some similarities 

between the two countries. Now, let's look at the birth rate statistics for the Republic of 

Kazakhstan: “From the late 1980s to the 1990s, Kazakhstan experienced a rapid decline in its 

birth rate. Between 1988 and 1995, the birth rate (the number of births per 1,000 population) 

fell from 24.8 to 17.5 per mille, a decrease of 7.3 points. Until the second half of the 1990s, 

the decline in birth rates among the Kazakh population was not as pronounced. For instance, 

between 1992 and 1994, despite a decrease in the overall birth rate, the absolute                                                 

number of births among Kazakhs remained around 200,000 people” (Istoriya Kazakhstana, 

2010: 255, 256). 

Since the establishment of the Republic of Turkey, “the continuous population growth 

has driven a rapid expansion of cities, largely influenced by internal migration. This growth 

has led to the formation of megacities and a surge in the number of settlements. As megacities 

expanded, surrounding agricultural areas were developed, leading to a rise in “four-wall and 

one-roof” basement houses, and the emergence of environmental, transportation, and green 

space issues. Moreover, the increase in the working-age population necessitated the creation 

of new jobs. However, limited resources contributed to a rise in the unemployment rate” 

(Gümüş, 1998: 64). 

The statistical data for both countries reveal similarities in birth rates per 1,000 people. 

In 1980, Turkey's birth rate was 24.7 permille, while Kazakhstan's birth rate from 1988 to 

1995 remained almost constant at 24.8 permille. This social phenomenon can be attributed to 

higher birth rates in the rural areas of the southern, western, and eastern regions in both 

countries. Additionally, the stabilization of the Kazakh population was influenced                                              

by the established birth rates among Kazakh emigrants and a revival of birth rates within 

Kazakhstan itself. 

In Turkey, demographic trends can be monitored through the Address Based Population 

Registration System (in turkish. ADNKS-Adrese  Dayalı  Nüfus  Kayıt  Sistemi). Forecasts 

are made for several decades, informing social policy decisions: “On February 21, 2018, a 

three-step scenario approach was applied to forecast Turkey's population for 2080, 

considering various birth and migration projections based on the 2017 ADNKS Census. 

According to the main scenario, Turkey's population is expected to reach 86,907,367 people 

in 2023 and 100,331,233 people in 2040. The population is projected to increase until 2069, 

reaching a peak of 107,664,079 people. After 2069, the population is expected to decline, 

reaching 107,100,904 people by 2080. Population reports for 2018-2025 were also prepared 

for 81 regions based on this forecast” (TÜİK, 2019a). 

In 2016, the world formally launched the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to 

tackle pressing global challenges. With the independence of the Republic of Kazakhstan,                                           

“the country underwent radical changes in its political, economic, public, and social spheres. 

However, the journey to becoming a sovereign, independent state was challenging. 

Kazakhstan's demographic development was significantly impacted by the socio-economic 

crisis of the 1990s and the global financial crisis of the early 2000s, both of which negatively 

affected the country's most valuable asset: human resources. To progress along the path of 

development, it is essential to have a clear understanding of the population size and the level 

of professional and intellectual potential within the country. It is crucial to emphasize that 

without objective and reliable information on the population - its social, national, age, and 

gender composition, level of education, employment, and other demographic indicators - it is 

impossible to implement effective socio-economic and demographic policies” (Alekseenko, 

1999: 159). 

One of the first demographers of independent Kazakhstan, scientist M. Tatimov, stated: 

“The likelihood of interreligious and interethnic conflicts in Kazakhstan is minimal. This is 

because all diasporas were forcibly deported not only during the colonization years but also 
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during the Soviet totalitarian era, particularly during the war and the virgin lands campaign. 

Due to these entirely objective reasons, the probability of fundamentalism and separatism is 

low here” (Tatimov, 1989: 125). 

The Population Research Institute of Hacettepe University conducted nine studies over 

40 years, from 1968 to 2008, during the intervals between census years. This information has 

been utilized by various government agencies, including the Ministry of Health and the State 

Planning Organization (DPT), for human resource planning of services and personnel”                                                    

(Koç, Eryurt, Adalı Seçkiner, 2010: 3). 

According to the demographic cycle or “transition period” theory, “Turkey's 

demographic situation can be divided into four distinct periods: First Period (1935-1945): 

Characterized by high birth and death rates.тSecond Period (1945-1965): During this time, the 

birth rate remained high while the death rate began to decline. Third Period (1965-2000):                                                                                  

This period saw an increase in the death rate, accompanied by a decline in the birth rate. 

Fourth Period (Post-2000): In this new period, both birth and death rates are relatively low” 

(Yüceşahin, 2009: 14). 

Let's compare the populations of Kazakhstan and Turkey in 2006. In independent 

Kazakhstan, “from 1999 to January 1, 2006, the population grew by 266,200 people. The 

regions contributing most to this growth were South Kazakhstan, Almaty, Mangistau,                                                        

Atyrau, Kyzylorda, and Zhambyl, with absolute increases of 255,300, 45,300, 59,800, 32,200, 

22,000, and 12,300 people, respectively. In the cities of Almaty and Astana, the positive 

population growth was 550,400 and 118,600 people, respectively. According to the Agency of 

the Republic of Kazakhstan on Statistics, the country's population on July 1, 2006, was 

15,219,300 people” (Istoriya Kazakhstana, 2010: 249). From these data, the average 

population of Turkey between 2000 and 2007 was 2,782,329 people, indicating consistent 

population growth during this period. 

According to TÜİK data, “the natural population increase in 2006 was 1,045,286. The 

population census in Turkey was 67,803,927 people (+20.1%) in 2000 and 70,586,256 people 

(+4.1%) in 2007. Turkey ranks 18th among 195 countries in terms of population size with a 

population of 84 million 680 thousand 273 people, accounting for 1.1% of the world's total 

population” (TÜİK, 2022: 45552). 

In 2000, the annual population growth rate was 25.21% compared to 1997, which was 

higher than the 18.28% recorded in 1990. Since 2000, the population growth rate has been 

decreasing, with the rate in 2017-2018 dropping to 14.7%. According to the 2000 General 

Population Census (Genel Nüfus Sayımı), the annual population growth rate in 2007 was 

5.75%. The reason for the decrease in the number of people compared to 2000 is that in 2007, 

only individuals registered in the population were counted in the census conducted by the 

National Population Register System (ADNKS - address-based population registration 

system). However, the 2000 census included everyone, even those without a birth certificate” 

(Bozbeyoğlu ve Tılıç, 2011: 104-105). 

The issue of Kazakhstani identity is also addressed in contemporary foreign 

historiography. In her work Building the State and Nation in Kazakhstan, German researcher 

Marie-Karin von Gumppenberg notes that “Kazakhstan's development into a nation-state 

involved challenges such as territorial disputes, citizenship issues, language concerns, cultural 

autonomy for ethnic minorities, and the relocation of the capital” (Gumppenberg, 2002: 29). 

In her book Kazakhstan: Ethnicity, Language, Power, Bhavna Dave explores how the 

Kazakhs “successfully navigated the ethnonational process of preserving and reviving their 

identity while adapting to the international context of the Soviet system. Dave effectively 

analyzes the dynamics of empire entry, cooperation, and transition” (Dave, 2008: 93). 

Regarding the foreign national population of Turkey, this “includes persons with a valid 

residence or work permit on the reference date, those with an identity document replacing a 
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residence permit, such as an international protection identity document, and those with a valid 

address declaration on the reference date, and individuals with a blue card who have ceased to 

be Turkish citizens with permission and have a valid address declaration. Foreigners with a 

visa or residence permit for less than 3 months for reasons such as courses, tourism, scientific 

research, and Syrians with temporary protection status are not included in the population” 

(TÜİK, 2022: 45500). 

Turkey's population is 84 million 680 thousand 273 people. As of December 31, 2021, 

the population residing in Turkey increased by 1 million 65 thousand 911 people compared to 

the previous year, reaching 84 million 680 thousand 273 people. While the male population 

was 42 million 428 thousand 101 people, the female population was 42 million 252 thousand 

172 people. In other words, 50.1% of the total population was male, while 49.9% was female. 

According to the results of the Address Based Population Registration System (ABPRS), the 

foreign population residing in our country (1) increased by 458 thousand 626 people 

compared to the previous year, reaching 1 million 792 thousand 36 people. 49.7% of this 

population was male, and 50.3% was female. Population growth rate was 12.7 per thousand 

The annual population growth rate was 5.5 per thousand in 2020 and 12.7 per thousand in 

2021” (TÜİK, 2022: 45500). 
 

Population and annual population growth rate, 2007-2021.  

Address Based Population Registration System Results, 2021. 

 
*Source: (TÜİK, 2022: 45500) February 04, 2022. 

 

The natural population movement in Kazakhstan for January-December 2022 is detailed 

in the demographic statistics as follows: “There were 403,500 births and 134,700 deaths, 

resulting in a natural population growth of 268,800 people. Additionally, 128,500 marriages 

were registered, and 17,700 divorces were recorded according to the Civil Registry Office, 

excluding court decisions on divorce” (Byuro Natsional'noy Statistiki. https://stat.gov.kz/). 
 

The natural movement of the population of the Republic of Kazakhstan for January-December 2022. 

 
Byuro Natsional'noy Statistiki. https://stat.gov.kz/  

https://stat.gov.kz/
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The chronological framework for this article covers 2021-2022. All birth rate data are 

available on the statistics website. For instance, “the highest birth rates were recorded in 

Mangistau (27.75 per 1,000 population), Turkestan (27.23), and the city of Shymkent (26.34). 

Conversely, the highest mortality rates were observed in North Kazakhstan (11.84 per                                   

1,000 population), East Kazakhstan (11.71), and Kostanay (10.82). These higher mortality 

rates are attributed to the age structure of the populations in these regions” (Byuro 

Natsional'noy Statistiki. https://stat.gov.kz/). 

 
On the updated population of the Republic of Kazakhstan at the beginning of 2021  

*Byuro Natsional'noy Statistiki. https://stat.gov.kz/ 

 

If we compare in Turkey, the proportion of people living in these centers increased from 

93% in 2020 to 93.2% in 2021. Conversely, the percentage of people living in towns and 

villages decreased from 7% to 6.8%. Istanbul's population reached 15,840,900, an increase of 

378,448 from the previous year. Istanbul, home to 18.71% of Turkey's population, is followed 

by Ankara with 5,747,325 people, Izmir with 4,425,789 people, Bursa with 3,147,818 people, 

and Antalya with 2,619,832 people. The city with the smallest population is Tunceli, with 

83,645 people. Tunceli had the lowest population among provinces, followed by Bayburt with 

85,042 people, Ardahan with 94,932 people, Kilis with 145,826 people, and Gümüşhane with 

150,119 people. The province with the highest median age was Sinop, at 41.8 years, while 

Şanlıurfa had the lowest median age, at 20.6 years. Sinop was followed by Kastamonu with a 

median age of 41.2 years, and both Balıkesir and Giresun with 41 years. Şanlıurfa was 

succeeded by Şırnak with a median age of 21.6 years and Siirt with 22.7 years. For both 

genders, Sinop had the highest median age. Specifically, Sinop had the highest median age for 

men at 40.7 years, while Şanlıurfa had the lowest median age for men at 20.1 years. For 

women, Sinop had the highest median age at 42.9 years, and Şanlıurfa had the lowest                                  

at 21.1 years” (TÜİK, 2022: 45500). 

As shown by the Turkish Statistical Institute, we noticed that the settlement populations 

were calculated using data from the ADNKS, updated by the General Directorate of 

 

Number of 

people 

at the 

beginning 

of 2020 

Overall 

population 

growth 

Including Number of 

people 

at the 

beginning 

of 2021 

For the billing period 

Natural 

increase 

Migration 

balance 

Growth 

rate, In 

% 

Average 

number 

The entire population 

The Republic of 

Kazakhstan 18 631 779 247 773 265 491 -17 718 

18 879 

552 1,33 18 755 666 

Аkmola 736 735 -1 169 3 986 -5 155 735 566 -0,16 736 151 

Акtobe 881 651 12 682 14 329 -1 647 894 333 1,44 887 992 

Аlmaty 2 055 724 22 243 38 218 -15 975 2 077 967 1,08 2 066 846 

Аtyrau 645 280 11 830 13 274 -1 444 657 110 1,83 651 195 

West Kazakhstan 656 844 4 472 7 023 -2 551 661 316 0,68 659 080 

Zhambyl 1 130 099 9 093 20 032 -10 939 1 139 192 0,80 1 134 646 

Karagandy 1 376 882 -944 7 945 -8 889 1 375 938 -0,07 1 376 410 

Коstanay 868 549 -3 999 1 075 -5 074 864 550 -0,46 866 550 

Кyzylorda 803 531 11 057 15 792 -4 735 814 588 1,38 809 060 

Маngystau 698 796 20 775 17 529 3 246 719 571 2,97 709 184 

Pavlodar 752 169 -1 157 3 067 -4 224 751 012 -0,15 751 591 

North Kazakhstan 548 755 -5 020 -633 -4 387 543 735 -0,91 546 245 

Turkistan 2 016 037 28 705 48 378 -19 673 2 044 742 1,42 2 030 390 

East Kazakhstan 1 369 597 -5 800 6 029 -11 829 1 363 797 -0,42 1 366 697 

Astana city 1 136 156 48 255 23 390 24 865 1 184 411 4,25 1 160 284 

Almaty city 1 916 822 60 436 21 086 39 350 1 977 258 3,15 1 947 040 

Shymkent city 1 038 152 36 314 24 971 11 343 1 074 466 3,50 1 056 309 

https://stat.gov.kz/
https://stat.gov.kz/
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Population and Citizenship Affairs of the Ministry of Interior, along with the population in 

institutional places. Individuals residing in institutional places, such as barracks, prisons, 

nursing homes, and university dormitories, are included in the population of the settlement 

where the institution is located, not in the population of their residential address settlement, 

following international definitions. Additionally, the National Address Database records dated 

December 31, 2021, were used to determine populations according to provinces, districts, 

municipalities, villages, and neighborhoods. 

In 2021, “Kazakhstan's population grew by 246 thousand people, or 1.3 percent, 

reaching 19 million 126 thousand, according to the country's National Statistics Bureau. 

Population growth in 2021 was recorded in 11 of the 17 regions of Kazakhstan. However, a 

population decline was observed in regions bordering Russia, particularly in North 

Kazakhstan, Kostanay, Pavlodar, and East Kazakhstan regions. The urban population 

increased by 1.83 percent to 11 million 356 thousand people, while the rural population 

decreased by 0.54 percent to 7 million 770 thousand people. According to the results of the 

2021 general population census in Kazakhstan, the share of Kazakhs in the country exceeded 

70 percent of the total population” (“Anadolu Ajansı” https://www.aa.com.tr/ru). 

According to the preliminary results of the 2021 census, published on September 1, 

2022, “Kazakhs comprised 70.4% of the total population” (Shaimardanov, 2022: 11).                             

In contrast, the 1959 census reported that Kazakhs made up only about 29% of the republic's 

population” (Archive, AP RK.F.708. In.27. C.73. P.8.). 

As we all know, many nations were forcibly resettled to Kazakhstan, significantly 

influencing its demographic process. Similarly, in Turkey, political circumstances have kept 

the issue of refugees consistently relevant. Consequently, Turkey's demography has 

undergone substantial changes in recent times. For example, archival records show the 

following information: “The opening of the Refugee Guesthouse in Kastamonu was covered 

by the local press. On June 3, 1946, the Doğrusöz newspaper ran the headline, “The Red 

Crescent Guesthouse Opened” (Archive.KGMA. K. No: 2883, Dosya 1944-1949-II, 

Mültecilere Yardım Dosyası). After the refugees from the Yozgat camp were transferred to 

Kastamonu, the Refugee Guesthouse became operational. However, a report sent by the 

Guesthouse Director to the Kızılay General Directorate indicated that the number of refugees 

in the camp was 52” (Archive. KGMA. K. No: 2883, D. No:1947. T.1949.Sayı.108.  

Kastamonu Mülteciler Misafirhanesi Müdürü Rıza Tunç Tarafından kızılay Cemiyeti genel 

Merkezine Gönderilen 9 Haziran 1949 Tarihli ve 108 Sayılı Yazı). 

In Turkey, information on population size, age and gender structure, legal marital status, 

educational status, migration, country of citizenship, place of registration, place of birth, 

household type, and structure at the settlement level is regularly produced from the ADNKS 

every year: “The “2021 NKS,” the first census based on administrative records in Turkey, 

shares the same reference date as the ADNKS, December 31, 2021, and its basic results are 

formed by ADNKS data. Due to the lack of administrative records suitable for producing 

information on building and housing qualities, the “2021 Building and Housing Qualifications 

Survey (BKNA),” initiated by TÜİK in October 2021 and planned for completion in April 

2022, aims to address this information gap. Additional information within the scope of the 

NKS and the results from the 2021 BKNA will be shared with the public at a later date” 

(TÜİK, 2022: 45500). 

We used the population of Kazakhstan in 2006 (15,219,300 people) as a comparison 

because, in 2021, the population of Istanbul alone (15,840,900) was nearly the same as the 

entire population of Kazakhstan back in 2006. Similar to the demographic data provided for 

cities in Kazakhstan, there is also detailed demographic information available for cities in 

Turkey. While the number of provinces where the demographic opportunity window was 

https://www.aa.com.tr/ru
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open “decreased from 62 to 60 in 2010, towards 2020, with the effect of the process 

mentioned above, the number first increased to 68 and then decreased to 56” (Can, 2021:176). 
 

Distribution of the top 5 provinces with the largest population by gender, 2021. 

 
*Source: (TÜİK, 2022: 45500) February 04, 2022. 

 

Despite the diversity of scientific approaches to the issue, there is still a lack of 

comprehensive work on the formation and development of civil identity amidst significant 

historical processes and events of the past decade. The problem of Kazakhstani identity has 

not been thoroughly studied in both domestic and foreign historical science. There is a need 

for a comprehensive analysis of ethnic processes with extensive application of sociological 

research within the chronological framework of 1991-2021, particularly in the context of 

Kazakhstan's sovereignty. This study aims to determine the dynamics of this process during 

this period, closely examining its connection with other types of identity. 

Conclusion. Our research underscores the importance of demographic factors in socio-

economic planning and the formulation of development programs. By understanding the 

demographic trends and forecasts, policymakers can make informed decisions that support 

sustainable development and national interests. The insights gained from this study are 

particularly relevant for the Republic of Kazakhstan, as it seeks to implement effective social 

development programs and enhance its socio-economic resilience. Internationally, the United 

Nations and the European Union recommend that countries conduct "population and housing 

censuses" in years ending in “0” to obtain comparable statistics between countries. In this 

context, the “2021 Population and Housing Census (NKS)” studies are being conducted by 

the Turkish Statistical Institute (TÜİK) based on administrative records, aligning with EU 

member countries. Below are the results of a comparative study of demographic processes 

and the main demographic trends of Kazakhstan and Turkey: 

Population Growth and Decline: Kazakhstan experienced significant demographic 

shifts post-independence in 1991. Initially, the country saw a decline in population due to 

emigration and economic challenges. However, from the early 2000s onward, there was a 

notable recovery, with population growth being driven by natural increase and a gradual 

improvement in living standards. Turkey has experienced consistent population growth over 

the past few decades, driven by natural increase and, to some extent, by migration. The 

country's population growth rate, however, has been slowing in recent years. 

Urbanization: A marked trend towards urbanization has been observed, with a growing 

proportion of the population moving to urban centers. This shift is driven by better 

employment opportunities, education, and healthcare services in cities like Almaty and Astana. 

Similar to Kazakhstan, Turkey has seen significant urbanization. The majority of the 

population now resides in urban areas, particularly in major cities like Istanbul, Ankara, and 

Izmir. This urbanization has implications for infrastructure, housing, and public services. 

Age Structure: Kazakhstan's population is relatively young, but the country is gradually 

experiencing an aging trend. This shift towards an older age structure poses challenges for 

social services and healthcare systems, as well as implications for the labor market. Turkey 

has a youthful population, although the share of elderly people is increasing. The country's 

demographic profile is shifting towards an aging population, which presents challenges for 

healthcare, pensions, and workforce planning. 
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Ethnic Composition: The ethnic composition of Kazakhstan has been evolving, with a 

significant Russian minority alongside Kazakhs, who form the majority. The demographic 

landscape has been shaped by migration trends and policies aimed at promoting ethnic 

Kazakh repatriation. Turkey has been both a destination and transit country for migrants. The 

Syrian refugee crisis significantly impacted Turkey's demographic landscape, with millions of 

refugees residing in the country. 

Fertility Rates: Fertility rates in Kazakhstan have fluctuated, with a general trend of 

decline from the 1990s to the early 2000s, followed by a slight recovery. Government policies 

encouraging larger families have influenced these trends. Fertility rates in Turkey have been 

declining, moving towards replacement level or below. This decline is influenced by factors 

such as increased education and employment among women, urbanization, and changing 

social norms. 

The results of the comparative analysis clearly highlight the following conclusions on 

the demographic trends of the two countries: 

 Both Kazakhstan and Turkey are experiencing urbanization and aging populations, 

albeit at different rates and stages. 

 Kazakhstan's population trends are significantly influenced by ethnic composition and 

migration policies, while Turkey's demographic shifts are heavily impacted by regional 

migration crises. 

 Fertility rates in both countries have seen declines, reflecting broader global trends in 

urbanized and economically developing regions. 

These demographic trends are crucial for both countries' future policy planning, 

particularly in areas such as economic development, healthcare, social security, and urban 

infrastructure. Understanding these dynamics helps inform strategies to address the challenges 

and opportunities presented by their evolving populations. 
 

Sources 

AP RK — Archive of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Almaty. Republic of Kazakhstan. 

KGMA — Kızılay General Directorate Archive. Ankara. Republıc of Turkey. 

TÜİK — Turkish Statistical Institute (Türkiye İstatistik Kurumu) 
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