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Abstract. Introduction. The popularity of the biographical approach in modern historical
science is due to the fact that it has a powerful synthesizing potential. The scientific interest in
the life experience of an individual, which incorporates internalized social history, is growing.
The biographical approach with its accumulated tools makes it possible to trace the history of
generations interacting with the social environment, in its various manifestations, with
cultural and intellectual traditions. Goals. To illuminate the possibilities of biographical
approach as a factor of identity realization through consideration of some stages of life of the
famous Beremzhanov family. Materials and methods. Within the framework of this article a
historiographical analysis of the development of the biographical approach was used.
The historical-genetic method allows to identify cause-and-effect relationships and build a
logical picture of biography in the context of events. Materials from the archives of Orenburg,
St. Petersburg, Almaty on the history of the Beremzhanov family were used. Results. The use
of the biographical method allows us to reconstruct not only personal life strategies, but also
to reconstruct a holistic picture of the social and political context. The life history of the
Beremzhanov family is a microhistory of a classical aristocratic family with a set of power
and social functions. The development of personalistics based on new research methods of
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social and intellectual history will significantly expand the inter- and interdisciplinary
discourse. On the other hand, the historical community has a request for microhistory, where
the subjects are not only major historical figures, whose importance is not denied,
but also "second-level" persons, on the scale of a particular region. The study of this layer
will make it possible to reconstruct the historical past as objectively as possible, to reveal the
regularities of socio-political dynamics and to comprehend the behavioral norms of society.
Keywords: Historiography, new biographical history, identity, intellectuals, Beremzhanovs,
collective history, historical personalism
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Anaarna. Kipicne. Kaszipri oTaHABIK TapuX FHUIBIMBIHAAFEI OMIPOAsSHIBIK TOCUIIIH
TaHBIMAJIZIBIFBI  OHBIH ~ KYIUTI CHHTE3/ley oJeyeTiHe ue OoylybIMeH  OaillaHBICTHI.
ki oneyMeTTIK TapUXThI CIHIPTEH aJIaMHBIH OMIPJIIK TOKIPUOECIHE FHUTBIMUA KbI3BIFYIITBLTBIK
apTein Kenexdl. JKuHakTanFaH KypaiJapbIMeH eMipOasHIbIK TOCUT 9JISyMETTIK OpTaMEH e3apa
OPEKETTECeTIH YPIaKTap/blH TapUXbIH OHBIH OPTYPJl KOPIHICTEPIHIIC, MOJICHHU KOHE
3UATKEPIIIK JI9CTypiiepiMeH Oakpliayra MYMKIHAIK Oepeni. Makcamuvl meHn miHOemmepi.
bepeMrkanoBTap 0TOACHIHBIH OMIPiIHIH KeHOIp Ke3eHIEpiH KapacThIpy apKbUIbl KeKe OachiH
TaHy (hakTophl peTiHae eMipOasHABIK TOCUIIIH MYMKIHIIKTEpiH atan ety. Mamepuanoap men
a0icmep. Ochl Makaja aschlHIAa OMIPOASHABIK TOCUIMIH JaMyblHa TapUXHAMAJBIK Tajgay
KOJJIaHBUIABL. TapuXHU-TeHETUKANBIK OMiC ce0em-caniapiblK OaillaHbICTapAbl AHBIKTAyFa
JKOHE OKHUFaJlap KOHTEKCTIHJE eMIpOassHHBIH JOTUKAIIBIK OCHHECIH KYpyFa MYMKIHIIIK Oepeni.
Opbiabop, Cankr-llerepOypr, Anmarbl MyparaTTapbiHaH bepemxaHOBTap OTOACHIHBIH
Tapuxbl OOMBIHINIA MaTepUaAIap Ak aTaHblIAbL. Homuowcenep. OMipOasHIBIK OHICTI KOJIAAHY
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KEKEe OMIpIIIK CTpaTerusulappl FaHa €MeC, COHBIMEH Oipre oJeyMeTTIK JKOHE CasiCH
KOHTEKCTTIH TyTac KOpiHICIH KaJlllbIHA KenTipyre MYMKIHIIK Oepexni. bepemrkanoBTap
0TOacChIHBIH ©MipOasHbl — Oy OWJIIK TeH oJeyMETTIK (YHKUHMSIAPAbIH SKUBIHTHIFBI Oap
KJIACCUKAJBIK aKCYWeKTep OTOAchlHBIH MHKPO Tapuxbl. backa JKarblHaH, TapuXH
KOFaMJIACTBIKTBIH MUKpPO TapHUXKa CYpaHbICHI 0ap, MyHJa CyOBEKTiJIep TEK MAaHbI3JAbUIbIFBI
JKOKKa IIIBIFAPBUIMAWTHIH 1pi TapuXW TYJIFajap FaHa eMec, COHBIMEH Karap JKeKe aiMak
ayKBIMBIHAAFBl «CKiHINI JeHreineri» Tyiaranap. byn KabarTel 3epTTey Tapuxu OTKEHJI
MYMKIH/ITiHIIE OOBEKTHBTI TYpJE KaJMNbIHA KENTIpyre, oJICYMETTIK-CasiCH JHHAMHUKAHBIH
3aHIBUIBIKTAPbIH aHBIKTAYFa )KOHE KOFAMHBIH MiHE3-KYJIbIK HOpMaJIapblH TYCIHYT€ MYMKiHIIK
Oepei.

Tyiiin ce3gep: Tapuxnama, jxaHa eMipOasHABIK Tapux, OIpereisik, 3UsIBl KaybIM,
bepeMxaHoBTap, YKBIMIBIK TAPHX, TAPUXH ITEPCOHATUCTHKA

Aarspic aiiTy. Makama BR20280975 «Kazak MeMIeKeTTUTITNHIH TapuXH AICTYpIepi KOHE
VITTBIK O1pereiIiKTI caKTay Macemenepi» iCKe achlpy asChiHa TalbIHIAIIbI.
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T.27. Ne 2. 481-492 66. (Arpumm.). DOIL: 10.51943/2788-9718 2024 27 2 481-492
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AHHOTanusA. Bseodenue. TlomynspHOoCcTh OHOTrpadUUYECKOro IMOAX0Ja B COBPEMEHHOMU
OTEUECTBEHHOW HWCTOPUYECKOW HayKe CBsi3aHa C TEM, YTO OH O0JaJaeT MOIIHBIM
CHHTE3HPYIOIIMM  TOTCHIUAIOM. Pa3BUTHE TIEPCOHANMCTHKM HA  OCHOBE  HOBBIX
METOAOB UCCIICA0OBAHUA COHHaﬂbHOﬁ )41 HHTGHHGKTyaHBHOﬁ HUCTOPUHN 3HAYUTCIIbBHO PACIIUPUT
UHTEP- ¥ MEKIUCHUIUTMHAPHBIA JucKypce. buorpaduueckuii moaxom ¢ ero HakKOIJICHHBIM
WHCTPYMEHTAapUEM II03BOJISICT IPOCIEAUTh WCTOPUIO ITOKOJICHWM, B3aUMOJICHCTBYIOLIEH
C CONMATBbHOW CpeAod, B CaMbIX pa3HBIX €ro NPOSBICHUSNX, C KYJIbTYPHBIMH
U MHTEJUIEKTYaJdbHBIMU  TpaguuusmMu. Ilene u  3a0auu. OCBETUTb BO3MOXHOCTHU
Oouorpaduueckoro mojaxoja Kak ¢akropa OCO3HAHHWS HACHTHYHOCTH Yepe3 PacCMOTpPEHHUE
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ATAIOB XHM3HU U3BECTHOTO cemeiicTBa bepemxanoBwix. Mamepuanvt u memoowvl. B pamkax
CTaThU WCIIOJIb30BaH HCTOPUOTPAPUYECCKUN aHAIM3 Pa3BUTHSA OMOTpaduUecKoro moaxoja.
HcTopuKo-TeHeTHUECKUiT METOA TO03BOJIIET BBIABUTH MPUYHMHHO-CIICIICTBEHHBIE CBSI3U
U BBICTPOUTH JIOTUYECKYIO KapTUHY Ouorpadum B KOHTEKCTe cOObITHI. lcronb3oBaHb
marepuansl u3 apxuBoB OpenOypra, Cankr-IlerepOypra, AnmaTsl 10 HCTOPHH
cemeiictBa bepemkaHoBbIX. Pezyromamui. IlpumeHeHne OWOrpaguvecKoro MeToja
MO3BOJIMJIO PEKOHCTPYMPOBAaTh HE TOJBKO NEPCOHANbHbIE JKM3HEHHBIE CTpPATETHH, HO
BOCCO3/IaTh  IIEJIOCTHYIO  KapTUHY  COLMAJIbHOTO W  TMOJUTHYECKOTO  KOHTEKCTA.
XKuzneonucanue ceMbu bepeMKaHOBBIX MpeACTaBIAeT COO0H MUKPOHCTOPHIO KIIACCHYECKOTO
ApPUCTOKPATHYECKOTO CEeMEMCTBA ¢ HAOOPOM BJIACTHBIX M COIUaNbHBIX (yHKIM. C apyrou
CTOPOHBI, UCTOPHUYECKOE COOOIIECTBO MMEET 3alpoc Ha MHKPOHCTOPHIO, /i€ CyOBEKTaMH
BBICTYIAIOT HE TOJBKO KPYIHBIE HCTOPUUECKUE EATEIH, 3HaYeHNEe KOTOPBIX HE OTPHUIAeTCs,
HO M JIMIIa «BTOPOTO YPOBHs», B MaciiTabe OTAENbHOr0 peruoHa. M3yuyeHue 3Toro racra
MO3BOJINT MAaKCHUMallbHO OOBEKTUBHO PEKOHCTPYHPOBATH HMCTOPUYECKOE  MPOILIOE,
BBISIBUTH ~ 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH  COLIMAIBHO-TIOIMTHYECKOW  TUHAMUKM W OCMBICIHTD
MOBE/IEHYECKUE HOPMBI COLIMYMa.

KawueBble cioBa: Vcropuorpadusi, HoBasg Ouorpaduueckass HUCTOPHs, HIAECHTHYHOCTH,
MHTEJTUTeHLUs, bepeMkaHOBBI, KOJJIEKTUBHAS UCTOPUS, HICTOPUYECKask IEPCOHAIUCTUKA
Baaropapnocte. Ctarhs moAroTosieHa B pamkax peanusanuu BR20280975 «Mcropuueckue
TpaJWLMK Ka3aXCKOM TrOCyJapCTBEHHOCTHM W BOMPOCHl COXPAHEHHS HAIMOHAJILHOU
UJICHTUYHOCTI.

Jasa uurupoBanmsi: Cynranraser [.OK.,, HypbOae X.E., Meneybaes E.M. PazBurue
ouorpaduyeckux ucciegoBaHuN Kak (GakTop OCO3HAHUS HAIIMOHATBHOW WACHTUYHOCTH /
Oran Tapuxsl. 2024. T. 27. Ne 2. C. 481-492. (Ha Anrn.). DOI:
10.51943/2788-9718 2024 27 2 481-492

Introduction. The complexity and ambiguity of interpretations of the role of a number
of specific historical leaders and famous persons in the fate of the country is particularly
strong at the level of mass consciousness. In essence, we are talking about the phenomenon of
"negative historical persons" of Kazakhstan. Such inferences are formed on the basis of both
memory and products of creative industry. Accordingly, the problems of specific
manifestation of the contradiction of morality and politics in the activities of certain persons
and related difficulties in assessing the definition of their historical role are actualised.
The problem of the role of personality in history has high relevance for each generation.
Kazakhstan society is experiencing the processes of rethinking its past and in this connection
a number of questions arise concerning the role and assessments of the activities of certain
individuals.

The shift of research emphasis from the biography of key political figures to the
reconstruction of the gallery of historical persons of the "second plan" is one of the demanded
directions in modern historical science. The application of the methods of new biographical
history will make it possible to reconstruct a holistic picture of the social and political context
through the reconstruction of the life course.

The life history of the Beremzhanov family is a microhistory of a classical aristocratic
family with a set of power and social functions. The family for a long time acted as a social
guarantor in solving economic, judicial and political problems of Kazakhs of the Turgai
region. It is necessary to emphasise such characteristics in this dynasty as clannishness,
corporatism, family cohesion. The Beremzhanovs competed with the Sultan dynasties and
other noble families. Important stimulants of maintenance of hereditary dominance were
upbringing, education, wealth, kinship with influential families of the Kazakh society.
Members of the family and kin of which for more than two centuries occupied leading
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positions in the social hierarchy of the Kazakh society. Its famous representatives include:
Batyr Shakshak Zhanibek, commander and hero of the anti-Dzhungar war of the early
18th century, Chegen Musin, bi and patrimonial leader of the mid-19th century, Korgambek
Beremzhanov, public figure of the early 20th century, Akhmed Beremzhanov, deputy of the
State Duma I and II convocations, district commissar of the Provisional Government,
Gazymbek Beremzhanov member of the Alash party, Batyrbek Beremzhanov one of the
founders of chemical science in Kazakhstan. The Beremzhanovs are an example of the history
of intellectuals, whose activities qualitatively changed space and time, and offered society
adequate "answers", including new formats of culture and new models of intellectual
experience and worldview.

Purpose of the article. To highlight the possibilities of the biographical approach
as a factor of identity realization through the consideration of some stages of the life of the
famous Beremzhanov family.

Materials and methods. The biographical method emphasizes the study of personality
as a carrier of retrospective information. The possibilities of the biographical approach expand
the range of cognitive tools, and the "humanization of history" allows us to look at the
personal component of historical processes and the course of development of various social
institutions.

An important basic research tool is historiographical analysis. Within the framework of
the article we tried to trace the stages of development of historical personalistics.
We considered the works of foreign authors and Kazakhstani studies, in particular, describing
the history of the Beremzhanov family. The historical-genetic method was applied, which
allows us to identify cause-and-effect relationships and build a logical picture of biography in
the context of events.

The source base of the study is based on the fonds of archives, museums and rare book
collections of libraries in Kazakhstan, Russia and Uzbekistan. A significant number of
documents are stored in the fonds of the Central State Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
namely: Fond 4 "Orenburg Border Commission"; F. 25 "Turgai Regional Board",
F. 17 "Turgai Regional Commissariat of the Provisional Government"; F. 18 "Turgai
Department of the Provisional Government"; F. 16 "Turgai Regional Military Commissariat".
The study of materials from the above-mentioned fonds will trace the genesis and evolution of
the family in different political situations, their role and place in the public life of the region.

The turning point in the life of the family and the country fell on the first quarter of the
twentieth century. The materials on this period are concentrated in the archival repositories
of Moscow and St. Petersburg. GA RF, F.1701 "Tuzemnyy department of the Ministry
of Internal Affairs. Omsk, 1918-1919"; F. 749 "Committee of Members of the All-Russian
Constituent Assembly. Samara. Ufa. 1918"; F. 192 "Legal Meeting at the Provisional
All-Russian Government (Directory) Omsk, Ufa. 1918 r.". The Duma period
of A. Beremzhanov is reflected in the documents of the State Duma fund of the Russian State
Duma, F. 1278.

Discussion. Since the 90s of the twentieth century, the political portraits of
representatives of the liberal wing of the Kazakh intelligentsia, whose public and creative
activity falls on the period of the second half of the XIX-early XX centuries, have been
studied most actively and productively. As a result, the Kazakh historiography was enriched
with quantitative indicators and qualitative works that form the basis of modern political
portraiture. The works of M. Koigeldiev (Koigeldiev, 1994), K. Nurpeisov (Nurpeisov, 1995),
D. Amanzholova (Amanzholova, 1994, 2016,2020), T. Omarbekov (Omarbekov, 2003)
defined the range of scientific issues and research focus in the study of historical persons and
key events of the first quarter of the twentieth century). During the period of independence,
the works of M. Kul-Muhamed (Kul-Muhamed, 1995), J. Kadyralina, L. Akhmetov,
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V. Grigoriev, G. Shoikin (Kadyralina et al., 2008) appeared. The direction on restoration of
historical names of the epoch of Kazakh khanate, leaders of national liberation movement,
famous public figures whose party affiliation is connected with Muslim or social-democratic
directions is actualised.

The monograph by M. Vyatkin (Vyatkin, 1947) on the biography of the batyr Syrym
remained a reference for a long time and today does not lose its scientific value.

The works of 1. Erofeeva (Erofeeva, 1999), G. Sultangalieva (Sultangalieva,
2002,2009), H. Abzhanov (Abzhanov, 2013), M. Abdirov (Abdirov, 2001), G. Mukataev
(Mukataev, 2001), Z. Kabuldinov (Kabuldinov, 2018), H. Sultangazy (Sultangazy, 2019),
G. Ermenbaeva (Ermenbaeva, 2022), E. Medeubaev (Medeubaev, 2010) on reconstructing the
biographies of historical persons are important for the development of domestic personal
history.

At the same time, there are works where the object of study is not one historical person,
but entire dynasties: article by G. Sultangalieva, dedicated to the Berkimbayevs, A. Gabdulina
(Gabdulina, 2019), describing the merchant family Pleshcheevs, etc. (Sultangalieva, 2021).

In addition, the Institute of History and Ethnology named after Ch. Valikhanov prepared
a number of collections of archival materials on the life and activities of famous biys and
batyrs (Sultans and batyrs of the Middle Juz, 2018). A separate group is represented by works
devoted to representatives of the Soviet party nomenclature and cultural elite. Thus, the life
and activities of D. Kunayev, J. Shayakhmetov, J. Tashenov are the subject of scientific
research by Kazakh scientists (Kasymova, 2022), (Tulepbayev, 2006), (Saktaganova, 2012),
(Aminova, Talgatbekov, 2021), (Tulepbergenov, 2018).

Studies on the Soviet period and political leaders do not lose their relevance. Due to the
availability of a number of archival funds there is a rethinking of the activities
of the Soviet elite and their contribution to the development of Kazakhstan.

The appearance of collections of archival documents and materials expands research
opportunities. Thus, I. Kozybayev systematised a significant layer of archival sources and
materials on the life and activities of prominent Soviet scientists and politicians.

In 2016, materials devoted to the life and activities of S. Zimanov, in 2018 diplomat
M. Isinaliev, and in 2020 scientist and historian M. Kozybaev were published
(Kozybaev, 2016, 2018).

Almost all works are based on the category of evaluation, first of all, positive. The
image of this or that politician, public figure is formed through the analysis of specific
characteristics such as: business qualities, leadership, versatility, progressiveness of views.
The idealisation of the image of the object under study is a characteristic feature of works on
biographical history. The need for critical approaches and objective understanding
of the activities of historical persons is raised in the article by A. Bisenova and
A. Mukasheva “Colonial intellectuals: between enlightenment and representative role”
(Bisenova, Mukasheva, 2020).

The article by A. Zhumadil, E. Uzhkenov, and M. Zhumadil on the origin of steppe
elites is of methodological interest. The article highlights theoretical and political science
aspects of the problem of elites (Zhumadil, Uzhkenova, Zhumadil, 2020). The authors made
an attempt to apply the theory of elites to explain the processes of power distribution in
nomadic society in the period of antiquity and the Middle Ages.

Italian historian Giovanni Levi (Levi, 2019) was one of the first to propose a typology
of historical biographies. they are the basis of modern historical personalistics. The first type
i1s "modal biography": based on numerous biographical studies of typical representatives of
various social groups, the most common forms of behavior, evaluation of events are revealed.
The second type is called "contextual biography". In it, the atmosphere and historical events
of a particular social epoch, in which the personality realizes himself, are of primary
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importance. His work "Intangible Inheritance. The career of one exorcist in Piedmont in the
seventeenth century" (Levy, 2023) is a biography of the villagers. Archival data served as
material. It reveals the main strategies of individuals depending on their social status
and family and other opportunities. There are models of biographies developed by
A.L. Valevsky (Valevsky, 1993). They present chronological, professional, intellectual,
psychological, sociocultural model of biographical research. Personal history uses
autobiographies, letters, diaries, memoirs, photographs, electronic records, interviews and
other direct and indirect evidence of life history as sources. On this basis, a visual image,
psychological and artistic portrait of the individual is created. "Individual past" acquires
concrete features of biography, becomes a historical source of knowledge. The history
of one life acquires the significance of the structural dimension of the entire social
system by "ascending" to the individual. The microhistory of an individual at any stage of
history becomes a source for building the macrohistory of the entire society. This is the
significance of biography as a means of historical cognition. Simona Charuti's
“City and Crafts. The birth of a corporate language (Turin, XVII-XVIII centuries)”
(Krom, Zocolla, 2003) She investigates the norms and values of the artisan class and the
workshop life. She has been able to reconstruct, on the basis of a biographical approach,
the whole variety of urban relations with its opportunities and limitations.

In the post-Soviet space, namely in Russian historiography, the biographical approach is
simultaneously used as one of the methods of intellectual history (Repina, 1998, 2011;
Bazhenova, 2010). The switch to the biographical approach reflects the requirements of the
present day: to clarify the role of the individual in history. The simple study of the change of
events, evolution of social structures, changes in mentalities does not give a result that
satisfies modern requirements. On the other hand, it is criticized. For example, the problem of
"correlation of individual and social" in research raises questions. Thus, in historiography
there is excessive attention to specific events and historical characters. Moreover, as a rule,
the main character is a representative of the elite or a hero, which contradicts the idea that
history is made by all the people (Petrovskaya, 2003; Shilov, 2002)

Of particular value within the framework of this study are the works of foreign
researchers M. Olcott (Olcott, 1981, 1987, 1996), V. Martin (Martin, 2001), S. Sabol
(Sabol, 2003), P. Rottier (Rottier, 2003, 2005), R. Kindler (Kindler, 2017), devoted to the
study of the issues of the functioning of the traditional economy of the Kazakhs and the
transformation processes of the social structure that occurred in the designated period. The
main thesis of the above-mentioned works is to recognise the leading role of Russia in the
transformation of the nomadic way of life of the Kazakhs. The historiographical review would
not be complete without analysing the works of S. Whitcroft (Wendelken, 2000),
S. Cameron (2000), N. Piancholla (2019, 2022), which describe the period of regime change
and the establishment of Soviet power on the basis of extensive archival material.

T. Uyama (Uyama, 2000) was interested in the issues of kinship and its influence on
politics in the Soviet period. According to T. Uyama geographical factor and intra-ethnic
structure are specific features of the Kazakh political process.

Thus, in foreign historiography the biographical approach acts as a methodological
orientation of the researcher to the use of biographical data as cognitive tools for the study
of historical processes and social institutions.

Results. The reconstruction of the history of the Beremzhanov family is based on the
works of the pre-revolutionary period, which is evidence of the special status of the family
in the system of regional socio-economic and political relations. The first and most complete
information about the Beremzhanov family appeared in the works of A. Dobrosmyslov,
a Russian official and public figure. He labelled the Beremzhanov family as the most
authoritative and influential among the Kazakh population of the Turgai region
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(Dobrosmyslov, 1901)'. His work presents the genealogy of the family and contains
information about its prominent representatives: batyr Shakshak Janybek, a talented
commander and hero of the anti-Dzhungar war, bey Chegen Musin, a contemporary of
Kenesary Kasymov, and the family's leader, Beremzhanov.

The works of A. Vasiliev (Vasiliev, 1896), A. Alektorov (Alektorov, 1900) are of
source material significance for our research; at different times they held the post of inspector
of education of the Turgai region and were personally acquainted with some members of the
Beremzhanov family. The military and political activity of Shakshak Zhanibek, an ancestor of
the Beremzhanov family was reflected in the work of I. Erofeeva devoted to the Khan of the
Younger Juz Abulkhair. I. Erofeeva came to the conclusion that "the concentration of more or
less significant power at the level of the supreme power had a discrete, reversible and
pulsating character in Kazakhs..." (Erofeeva, 1999). She draws attention to Abulkhair's
entourage, where the key role was played by batyr Zhanibek, which confirms the thesis that
the functions of institutions of power were performed in him by various kinds of normative
regulators and traditional clan structures - assemblies of nobles, court of biys, customary
law and so on. The materials of conferences and events devoted to the 300th anniversary of
Shakshak Janybek, widely celebrated at the republican level, are valuable (Zhusipuly, 1994).

Fragmentary information about the political position of Chegen Musin during
the uprising of Kenesary Kasymov is contained in the work of E. Bekmakhanov
(Bekmakhanov, 1947).

Soviet historiography, the development of which took place under severe ideological
pressure, was not free in the choice of research topics. Historical personalism was represented
by a number of political portraits of historical persons connected with the promotion
of Russian culture or Soviet power in the region. There is one work by S. Maltysunov
(Maltysunov, 1981), where there is a mention of A. Beremzhanov as a deputy of the State
Duma. Nevertheless, there are a number of works devoted to the sphere of pre-revolutionary
education, where the activities of Kazakh aristocracy, including the Beremzhanov family
and their role in the development of education are considered (Abzhanov, Gurevich, 1991),
(Shaykhimova, 1990).

In modern Kazakh historiography there is interest in the activities of Kazakh
intellectuals of the first quarter of the twentieth century. At the same time, the emphasis is
shifted to the study of the context where the formation of intellectuals and their views took
place. First of all, the political component is studied, which undoubtedly overlaps the
biographical component and individual characteristics. The works of O. Ozganbai
(Ozganbai, 1999, 2000), G. Kozhakhmetov (Kozhakhmetov, 1990) cover important stages of
formation and growth of politically active intelligentsia, which includes the figure of A.
Beremzhanov. The political activity of Akhmed Beremzhanov is reflected in the works of his
contemporaries M. Chokaev, A. Bukeykhanov and modern historians (Dulatov, 1991),
(Chokaev, 2001).

Thus, there are certain traditions and approaches to the study of famous historical
persons in the national biographical history. At the same time, it is obvious that the range
of Kazakh personalistics is limited to political figures of the "first rank". For example,
without the name of Abulkhair it is impossible to study the issues of accepting Russian
citizenship, or A. Bukeikhanov became a symbol of the early twentieth century. At the same
time, political and public figures of the so-called "second level", little-known but no less
significant historical figures, such as the Beremzhanov family, Seydalins, etc., remained
outside the scope of historical biography. The specificity of the Kazakh society has stable
characteristics, to which we can refer collectivism, expressed in clannishness. Succession and
dynasty, as a rule, the son of a biya, with the necessary qualities took the position of a father.

488



E-ISSN 2788-9718 Oman mapuxer 2024. Ne 27 (2)

Therefore, families with rich professional history, biys, craftsmen, batyrs were formed in the
steppe.

The study of the life of the Beremzhanov family within the framework of the
biographical method has allowed to designate the following theses.

Firstly, the representatives of the Beremzhanov family can be defined as historical
persons of the "second plan". They were "real actors, agents" of political processes of the
region and the country as a whole. Family members, having authority both from the
authorities and individual leaders, were involved in decision-making processes. For example,
the batyr Shakshak Zhanibek, a key figure of the anti-Dzhungar war, an associate
of Sultan Abylkhair of the Younger Juz. Chegen Musin, an authoritative bi of the
mid-19th century, remained in the shadow of his contemporary Kenesary Kasymov
(CSA RK. F. 4. 1. 1. C. 4082.). Akhmed Beremzhanov, being a highly educated lawyer, a
member of the Alash party and the Alash-Orda government, did not become
a dominant figure in the socio-political processes of the early twentieth century
(CSA RK. F. 17. I. 1. C. 7). Defining them as persons of the second plan does not diminish
their importance in the national history. Their activities determined the intellectual,
socio-political development of Kazakhstan in the period from the 18th to the mid-20th
centuries. Secondly, new biographical facts from the lives of family members provide
opportunities to rethink key stages and events in Kazakh history. Each of them was involved
in events of pivotal importance for the society. The study of their aspirations and motives
shows the state of society in the Turgai region. Their elevation was based on the trust of the
society, which delegated its authority to the representatives of the family. The activities of
Shakshak Zhanibek, Chegen Musin, as well as other members of the family in the conditions
of the colonial period were aimed at preserving the traditional foundations
of Kazakh statehood.

In the conditions of imperial colonisation, the Beremzhanov family assumed the
functions of social guarantors and played the role of communicators, mediators between
traditional society and colonial power. As in the period of the two revolutions and the civil
war Korgambek, Akhmed and Gazymbek Beremzhanovs played a prominent role in the
autonomy of Alash, their activities contributed to the evolutionary and legislative process
of forming the future statehood (GARF. F. 1701. I. 1. C. 6a). Under communist ideology,
the descendants of the Beremzhanovs contributed to the development of Soviet culture:
A. Beremzhanov's son Batyrbek Akhmedovich had the scientific title of doctor of chemical
sciences, headed the chemistry department of the Kazakh State University named after
Al-Farabi for a long time, daughter Inkar Akhmedovna became a doctor of biological
sciences. Their successes demonstrate the continuity of intellectual traditions of the family for
more than two centuries.

Conclusion. It is obvious that the problem of historical personality is closely
intertwined with historical memory. In Kazakh society there are discussions about the role of
representatives of the elites of the Kazakh khanate of the late period, national intellectuals,
former communist leaders, and Soviet cultural figures. New narratives are being formed,
which will be moulded into historical memory and will become the basis of collective
perception of the past. Reconstructing an objective history that meets the principles
of historical science is nevertheless a professional task for the academic community.

The biographical approach within the framework of anthropologically oriented history,
which offers a new type of interdisciplinary biographical research, will make it possible to
study the "total" history of the Beremzhanov family, touching on all possible aspects of their
lives.The Beremzhanovs represent an example of the history of intellectuals whose activities
qualitatively changed space and time and its essential content and offered society adequate
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"answers", including new formats of culture and new models of intellectual experience and
worldview.

Biographical research on specific historical personalities is an important and necessary
condition for the development of humanitarian science. There is a necessity to define
principled generally accepted methodological assessments of historical personality.
Meanwhile, in reality, historical works today it is mainly based on a positive assessment of
the historical personality. The measure, the sign of such an assessment is most often the
analysis of specific characteristics of the historical personality, such as: business qualities,
leadership, versatility, progressiveness of views. However, to base research on such
characteristics means to give a one-sided historical assessment of the personality,
which contradicts not only the truth of life, but also leads ultimately to the idealisation of the
image of the historical personality.
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