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Annotation. Introduction. The “Genro” [Jt#] is a group of elder statesmen who wielded
significant influence in shaping Japan's political landscape during the Meiji period (1868-1912). Often
referred to as the Meiji oligarchs or Meiji leaders, these influential figures constituted a formidable
group of seasoned politicians who offered Emperor Meiji guidance and support as he spearheaded
Japan's modernization and its evolution into a modern nation-state. The objectives of the study are to
examine the impact of Genro members on key governmental institutions in post-Tokugawa Shogunate
Japan. Our study will delve into several critical factors that underpin Japan's transformation, including
foreign policy, financial policies, economic developments, military reforms, international trade,
property rights and legal framework, naval affairs. This research seeks to shed light on the role of
Genro members in shaping Japan's development across these key areas. Materials and methods. The
article is based on general scientific analysis, induction, synthesis, deduction, statistical methods. Each
historical theoretical result is presented with a certain accuracy of historical events. Results. The Genro
played a pivotal role in the overthrow of the Tokugawa shogunate and the restoration of imperial rule
under Emperor Meiji. They helped in facilitating the peaceful transition of power, supporting the
emperor's authority and rallying various factions behind the cause. Also the Genro contributed to the
establishment of a modern political system in Japan. They drafted and promulgated the Meiji
Constitution in 1889, which introduced a constitutional monarchy and established a bicameral
legislature known as the Imperial Diet. Conclusion. The Genro recognized the need for modernization
and sought to transform Japan into a strong and prosperous nation. They advocated for the adoption of
Western technology, education, legal systems, and military organization. They faced opposition from
different factions within Japan, and their approach to modernization and centralization was not
universally supported. Nevertheless, their leadership and guidance provided stability during a period
of rapid change and helped lay the foundation for Japan's emergence as a major global power in the
XX™ century.

Keywords: Modernization, westernization, Meiji Ishin, Genro, Fukoku Kydhei, Zaibatsu, Satchddohi,
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Anpatna.  Kipicne. Tenpo akcakammap ankachl [JC# | Meiimsu  goyipinge  (1868-1912)
KanonusHelH casicu naHIMAQTHIHBIH KaNbIITACYblHA €JICYJ BIKMAN eTTi. MdHI3u omurapxrapbl
Hemece Mbpim3u  kewOacmipulapbl —JIel  aTajfaH  BIKOaiIAsl  Kadpatkepiaep JKamoHUSHBIH
MOJEpHHU3ALMSIaHybl MEH 3aMaHayd YITTBIK MEMJICKETKE aiHalyblHIa ummepartop Mboiiaszure
aliTapiblKTail >KETEKIIUTK eTTi. 3epmmeyodiy maxcamvl MeH MinOemmepi. 1'€HpO MylLenepiHiH
TokyraBa CéryHatbl KyJlayblHaH KeHiHTi JKamOHMSHBIH HETi3ri MEMJIEKETTIK KYpPBUIBIMAAPBIHBIH
KaJbIITaCyblHA acepiH 3epTrey. HakrTelpak ailiTKaHOa, CHIPTKBI cascaT, JKOHOMHKA, OCKEpH
pedopmanap, XxanblKapaliblK cay/a, MEHIIIK KYKBIFBI )KOHE KYKBIKTHIK 0a3a, oCKepu-TeHi3 icrepi. byn
3epTTey Ochl OarbITTap OoifbiHIIA JKanOHUSHBIH JaMyblH KaJBIITACTHIPYAarbl ['eHpo MymienepiHiy
peNiH aHbIKTaWAbl. Mamepuandap men macindep. Makana >Kanrmbl FBUIBIMH Tanjay, WHAYKIHA,
CHHTE3, ACAYKLUs, CTATUCTUKAJIBIK JicTepre Heri3Aenred. Opoip TapuXu-TEOPUSUIBIK HOTHKE TApUXU
OKHFanapAbH Oenriai 0ip genairimeH Oepineni. byn makananelH 3epTTey Marepuansl «KanoHUSHBIH
YITTHIK NapaaMeHTTIK —KitanxaHackl» Koxypuyy Koxxaimowoxan |ESL[EZXERR ] apxus
nepekrepine, conpai-ak XIX ¥. Mbpitm3u keseHinpe XKamonumsna OonraH bputanus sxoHe Pecei
UMIIEpHSTIaphl FallbIM CasXaTIIbUIapBIHBIH: «JKanmoH Kapysbl KyluTepiHiH kanurtanel byreH. bemim
I1.1885», «1885 butFbl JKanmoHUSHBIH OpUTAHABIK TUILIOMATUSIIBIK JKOHE KOHCYJIBIK areHTTEPiHiH
ecentepiHeH y3iHai. JKamoH Temip >xonmapbi», «COHFBI €Ki KapiKbl JKbUIBIHAAFBI KallOH OOKETi
Typansl TpaHiiesHblH eceOi: 1883-1884 xone 1884-1885», «KanonumsueiH 1883 XpUIFBI caynachl
Typajbsl ecem» cekinal T.0. Tapuxu KoipkazOanapra HerizgenreH. byn Tapuxu KoijpkazOaimap coi
JoyipJeH Tikenel akmapar OepeTilikTeH aca KyHABI Oonbin TaObutanbl. Homuoicenep. I'eHpo keHeci
TokyraBa ceryHaThIHBIH KYJIaybIHAA KOHE MUMIEPATOPIBIK OWITIKTI KalIlblHA KEJNTipyle Memyi peo
aTkapabl. Umneparop Ounirin konpanel. Conpaii-axk, ['enpo JKanoHusima 3amanayu casich >KyHeHiH
KanpinracyblHa ocep erTi. 1889 k. KOHCTUTYIMANBIK MOHApXHSHBI €HTI3IN, HMIIEPAaTOPIIBIK
napJIaMeHT JIeN aTajaThlH €Ki MajaTaibl 3aH WIbFapyLIbl OpraHblH Kypasl, Maia3u Koncturyuusceia
xapusinanbl. Kopvimuinovl. T'eHpo OaTBICTBHIK MOAEpHHM3aLuMsl Herizinae JKamoHHSIHBI KyaTTbl
TYJIICHTeH MEMIICKETKEe aWHaJAbIpyFa TBIPBICTBL. OPTYPJi (pakuusuiapAblH KapChUIBIFBIHA Tall
OomyblHa KapamactaH, OiniM Oepy, KYKBIKTBIK Kyiie, ocKepH YHBIMAApIbIH >KaHAJaHYbIH Kalaibl.
KapkpiHabl e3repictep Ke3eHIHAE TYPAaKTBUIBIKTHI KamTaMachl3 erin, JKamonwsnelH XX F. ipi
skahaHBIK JepkaBa peTiHIe HeTi31 KallaHybIHA YIIKeH BIKIaJ €TTi.

Tyiin ce3mep: MojaepHuzanus, BectepHusanus, Moiiasu Hcun, ['enpo, @ykokykéxei, J[3aiibairy,
Carxogoxu, bymu, lllunokomoy, MBakypariuicercyian

Joiiekco3 ymin: Kyan6aii O.b. Kazipri XKanonusHsiy KajsinTacysiHa ['eHpo akcakangap ainkachIHBIH
acepi (1889-1912 »xok.) // Otan tapuxsl. 2023. T. 26. Ned. C.  83-845 (Arputmt.). DOI:
10.51943/2788-9718_2023_26_4_832-845
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Annoranus. Beedenue. Coser crapeiinmn «IsHpo» [JCZE | rpynna rocyapcTBeHHBIX JesTENEH,
KOTOpBIE MIMENM 3HAYUTENbHOE BJIHMSHHE Ha (DOPMHUPOBaHWE IMOJMTHYECKOTO JaHAmadTa SnoHun B
nepuon Moiimsu (1868-1912). Otu BiuaTensHble (QUTYPHI, KOTOPHIX YacTO Ha3bIBAIH «OJUTapXaMH
Mbiimsn»y wim  «uaepaMa Mdiaswn», NPEACTaBIsUId cO00H BHYIIMTEIBHYIO TPYINTY OIBITHBIX
MOJUTUKOB, KOTOpBIE MpeqIaralii uMmmepaTopy Mbpim3u pyKOBOACTBO W TOAMAEPKKY, KOT/ia OH
BO3IVIABISUI MOJEPHU3ALMIO SIIOHMM M €€ 3BOJIIOLMI0 B COBPEMEHHOE HALMOHAIBHOE IOCYyAapCTBO.
Lenv u 3a0ayu. llenpio uccnenoBaHus SABISETCA WM3Y4YEHHE BIUSHUS 4ieHOB ['€Hpo Ha KIlO4YeBBIE
[IPaBUTENILCTBEHHBIE MHCTUTYTH B flOHMU 1ociie Kpaxa cé€ryHara Tokyrasa. Hame uccienoBanue
yIIIyOUTCsl B HECKOJIBKO BaYKHEHIINX (aKTOPOB, KOTOPHIE JIEKAT B OCHOBE TpaHChopMauun SmoHuu:
BHEIUHSS TIONWTHKA, (UHAHCOBas TMOJMTHKA, SKOHOMHYECKOE pa3BUTHE, BOEHHBIE pPedOpMBI,
MeXTyHapoHas TOPTOBJIs, TpaBa COOCTBEHHOCTH W TpaBoBas 0a3a, BOGHHO-MOpckue aemna. Llenbro
JTAHHOTO WCCIIEZIOBAaHUS SIBISETCA MPOJUTHh CBET HA POJb WIeHOB ['eHpo B (popMHpOBaHWN pa3BUTHS
SlnoHMM B 3THX KIIOYEBBIX oOmactsax. Mamepuanvl u memoosl. B cTraThe MCTOIB30BAHBI METOJIBI
oOIIeHay9YHOM aHainn3a, WHAYKIUH, CHHTEe3e, ACMyKIMH, CTATUCTHYECKOro aHajm3a Kaxmblii
HCTOPUKO-TEOPETUUECKUN pPEe3yJbTaT H3JIOKEH C ONPENEICHHOW JOCTOBEPHOCTHIO HCTOPUYECKOU
coOpITHH. MarepuagamMu HCCIEIOBAaHUA IS JAHHOM CTAaThu TOCTYXHJIM apXUBHBIE JaHHBIC
«HanuonansHOR MapJIaMEHTCKOM OuOIMOTEKH Snonun» Kokypuiy
Kokkaiitomokan [EI[EXBEEE, a rtaxke wucropudeckue pykonucu: «KanumraH SMOHCKHX
Boopy>keHHbIX cuil byren. Yacte I1.1885», «Brimucka U3 oTY4ETOB aHTIUNUCKUX JUILIOMATHYECKUX U
KOHCYJIbCKUX areHtoB u3 Snonun 3a 1885 rox. fmoHckue xenesHsle poporm», «Otuer TpeHua o
AIMMOHCKOM OI0JpKeTe 3a JiBa mociieAHuX (uHAHCOBBIX roga: 1883-1884 m 1884-1885», «Otuer 00
obopotax ToproBimu SAnonuu B 1883 romy», HamucaHHBINA ITyTENIECTBEHHUKAMH, WCCIIEIOBAaBIINMHU
Bpuranckyto u Poccuiickyro ummnepun B XIX Beke u noceTuBIIuMU AnoHUI0 B niepuos Maiiazu. Itu
HCTOPHYECKHE PYKOIHMCH HEOLIEHUMBI, TIOCKOIBKY OHH NPEIOCTABISIOT CBEACHUS U3 MEPBBIX PYK 00
3M0Xe, JOKYMEHTHPYS TO, UYTO HCCIeNOBaTeNd HAOIIOgamu BO BpeMsI CBOUX BU3WUTOB. Pe3ynvmamei.
I'eHpo ceIrpany KJIIOYEBYIO POJb B CBEp)KEHMHU cé€ryHaTa TokyraBa M BOCCTAHOBJICHHHM HMIIEPCKOTO
npaBieHus TIpd  uMIepatope Mpdiia3u. ['eHpo crHocoOCTBOBaM  CO3JaHUIO  COBPEMEHHOMN
MOJIUTHYECKON cucTembl B Smonun. OHu paspaboranu u oOHapomoBanu KoHcrutyiuio Mboitnsu B
1889 romy, koTopas BBela KOHCTHTYLIMOHHYIO MOHAapXWIO M Y4peAusa JBYXIMaJaTHBIH
3aKOHOMATENbHBIN OpraH, M3BECTHbIM kak MmnepaTopckuil mapiameHT. 3axnouenue. CoseT I'eHpo
OCO3HaBaJ M HEOOXOAMMOCTh MOJEPHHM3AINUA M CTPEMWINCHh MPEBPaTHTh SIMOHWIO B CHWIBHYIO H
nporBeTaInyo crpaHy. OHM BBICTYNAIM 3a BHEIPEHHE 3alaJHBbIX TEXHOJOTHH, 00pa3oBaHUS,
MPAaBOBOM CHUCTEMBI M BOEHHOW opraHuzanuu. OHU CTOJIKHYJIMCh C ONIO3UIMEH CO CTOPOHBI
pa3nmuuHbIX (hpakiuii BHyTpH SMOHUM, M WX MOIX0A K MOJAEPHU3AINN U IEHTPATU3AIUN HE TTOTYIHIT
BceoOmIel nojaepkku. TeM He MeHee, X JUAEPCTBO U PyKOBOJCTBO OOECIIEUIIIN CTAaOMIBHOCTH B
Nepruos OBICTPBIX MEpeMEH M MOMOTJIM 3aJ0KUTh OCHOBY JUIA CTaHOBJIEHHS SMOHWMM Kak KPYIHOM
MUPOBOH JEPKaBbI B XX BEKeE.

KiaroueBbie caoBa: Mogepuusanus, BecrepHusauus, Mbpdiasu HWeun, I'enpo, Dykoxykéxed,
Mzaiibany, Catxonoxu, bBycu, Cunokomoy, Huxoncuxoncioru

st untupoBanus: KyanOait O.b. Bnusinue coBera crapelimun ['enpo Ha ¢popmupoBaHue
coBpemenHol SAnonun (1889-1912 rr.) // Otan Tapuxsl. 2023. T.26. Ne 4. C. 832-845 (Aurn.). DOI:
10.51943/2788-9718_2023 26 4 832-845

Introduction. The influence of the Genro in the development of the Meiji period
[HHEIF ] was profound and far-reaching. Here are some key aspects of their influence:

Restoration of Imperial Rule: The Genro played a pivotal role in the overthrow of the Tokugawa
shogunate and the restoration of imperial rule under Emperor Meiji. They helped facilitate the peaceful
transition of power, supporting the emperor's authority and rallying various factions behind the cause.

Creation of a Modern Government: The Genro contributed to the establishment of a modern
political system in Japan. They drafted and promulgated the Meiji Constitution in 1889, which
introduced a constitutional monarchy and established a bicameral legislature known as the Imperial
Diet.

Implementation of Western-style Reforms: The Genro recognized the need for modernization
and sought to transform Japan into a strong and prosperous nation. They advocated for the adoption of
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Western technology, education, legal systems, and military organization. They established institutions
such as the Ministry of Education, which played a crucial role in modernizing the education system.

Industrialization and Economic Growth: The Genro members were instrumental in promoting
industrialization and economic development in Japan. They implemented policies to encourage foreign
investment, established modern infrastructure, initiated land reforms, and supported the growth of
industries such as textiles, mining, and shipbuilding.

Strengthening the Military: Understanding the significance of a strong military in securing
Japan's interests, the Genro focused on modernizing the armed forces. They expanded and reorganized
the military, adopting Western military doctrines, technology, and training methods. This laid the
foundation for Japan's later military successes.

Expansion of Imperialism: The Genro also supported Japan's imperialistic ambitions. They
pursued territorial expansion, annexing territories such as Hokkaido, Okinawa, Taiwan, and Korea.
This expansionist policy set the stage for Japan's involvement in regional conflicts and its eventual
role in World War 1.

It seems appropriate to divide the Meiji Era into five periods: “1. Restoration (1868 — 1878);
2. Internal Development (1879 — 1889); 3. Constitutionalism (1889 — 1899); 4. Cosmopolitanism
(1899 — 1910); 5. Continentalism (1910 -). However, it's essential to acknowledge that these divisions
are relative rather than absolute” (Clement, 1915: 110). Nonetheless, by considering these sub-
periods, we can trace the overall evolution that significantly influenced the Meiji Era. We conduct a
thorough scientific examination of all these Meiji Restoration periods, taking into account Genro's
substantial political influence that extended across this entire historical timeframe.

Materials and research methods. The research material for this article consists of archival
data from the “National Diet Library of Japan” Kokuritsu Kokkaitoshokan ['E 3 [EXRXZE£E, along
with historical manuscripts: “Japanese Armed Forces Captain Bouguen. Part 11.1885”, “Extract from
reports of English diplomatic and consular agents from Japan in 1885. Japanese Railways”, “Trench's
Report on the Japanese Budget for the Last Two Fiscal Years: 1883-1884, and 1884-1885”,
“Otchet ob oborotakh torgovli Yaponiy v 1883 godu” authored by travelers who explored the British
and Russian empires during the XIX™ century and visited Japan during the Meiji period. These
historical manuscripts are invaluable because they provide firsthand accounts of the era, documenting
what these researchers observed during their visits.

The article is based on general scientific analysis, induction, synthesis, deduction, statistical
methods. Each historical theoretical result in the article is presented with a certain accuracy of
archival documentation. Genro (Council of Elders) played a pivotal role during the Meiji period of
Japan's history, and investigating this influential council requires a comprehensive approach. As
researchers, we can use a variety of research methods in historical scholarship to gain a deeper
understanding of the Genro Council. The research method and their potential applications are:
Historiographical Analysis: Delving into the works and insights of historians and scholars who have
examined the Genro over time. This allows us to explore how historical events and the role of the
Genro have been interpreted and reinterpreted in Japanese historical scholarship. Biographical
Research: Investigating the life stories and memoirs of Genro members to gain profound insights into
their personal lives, political careers, and decision-making processes. Biographical studies offer a
deeper understanding of their contributions to Japan's political evolution. Comparative Analysis:
Evaluating the actions and influence of the Genro in the context of political advisory systems or
councils in other countries. This comparative approach provides valuable context for comprehending
the unique role of the Genro in Japanese history. Visual Research: Scrutinizing photographs, portraits,
and visual records of Genro members and their activities, along with artifacts or memorabilia from
the Genro era. Quantitative Analysis: Employing statistical methods to analyze demographic and
socio-economic data from the Meiji period, facilitating an assessment of the broader impact of Genro's
policies on Japan's development.

Discussion. To explore this scientific topic, the article drew from five archival sources,
including: Meiji Kenpo to nihonkokukenpo ni kansuru kiso-teki shiryé (Meiji kenpd no seitei katei
ni tsuite) saikd hoki to shite no kenpd no arikata ni kansuru chdsa ko iinkai Heisei 15-nen
5 gatsu Shiigiin Kenpd Chosa-kai Jimukyoku.
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WG REIE & AAREBIEICE T 2 AMRE R (AIGEEOHIEBRFRIZOWT) KEiER
ELTOEIEODH Y FITHET 2MANEAES (K 1545 H 8 HOZEEER) ik 15 4 5
H RiEbiEIEHAAE S FER [Basic materials on the Meiji Constitution and the Constitution of
Japan. May 2003. S. 12] ; Ito shusho no shisei hoshin danwa yoshil 2 - 17 Seitd to seifu no
sekkin [ENZESXEAE) TGRS EBOTHIREEE §/2-17  BUE & BUF O#L [Summary
of Prime Minister Ito's policy statement /2-17 Closeness between political parties and the government]
FIEBGRH R OOEEST N 2T BRRIGE [ SCek] Kenpo  torishirabe
debarinaka no itohirofumi Berurin nite Meiji 15-nen “It6 Hirobumi hiroku” [Hirobumi Ito, on a
business trip to research the constitution, in Berlin 1882, "Secret Record of Hirobumi Ito];
Rikkenseitai chosa ni tsuki tokuha riji 0 shii haken no
chokusho [SZARBUAFHAIZ D & FRIRELHEEKUNIRIE O #)7E ] [Imperial Decree Sending a Special
Adviser to Europe for the Inquiry into Constitutional Government. 3 March 1882.]; Ito Hirobumi
kankei bunsho shorui no bu 209, Meiji 15-nen 3 tsuki 3-nichi, kokuritsu Kokkaitoshokan.
(PR S BAR SCEEFE 0209, BHVE154E3 A3 H, [EN [E & [XEAE [Hirobumi Ito, Chapter 209,
March 3, documents on Meiji 15, National Diet Library. 1-2 pp.].

Also in the research, archival manuscripts of scientists and travelers of the XIXth century of the
Russian and British empires were introduced into scientific circulation: Morskoy Sbornik, 1870 -
Morskoy Sbornik izdavayemyy pod nablyudeniem uchenago otdeleniya morskago tekhnicheskago
komiteta. «Yaponskoye admiralteystvo v fokosuke, 1 Noyabr' 1869 g.» Redaktor, kapitan 11-go ranga
N. Zelenoy.Tom CVI Nel. Yanvar'. Tipografiya Morskago Ministerstva/Glavnom Admiralteystva.
Sankt-Peterburg”: 1870 g.; Zhurnal narodnago prosveshcheniya, 1859 - Zhurnal narodnago
prosveshcheniya. Oktyabr', Chast' SIV. 1) «Monetnaya sistema v Yaponiy. Otd. VII — Novosti»
Tipografiya imperatorskoy Akademiy Nauk. Sankt-Peterburg": 1859 g.; Gornyi zhurnal, 1863 -
Gornyy zhurnal izdavayemyy uchenym komitetom korpusa gornykh inzhenerov. Ne7. «Yaponskiy
svintsovyy rudnik i zavodov na ostrove fesso bliz gorode Khakodade» Tipografiy fosafata Ogrizko.
Sankt-Peterburg: 1863 g.; Gornyy zhurnal, 1879 - Gornyy zhurnal izdavayemyy gornym uchenym
komitetom. Tom III. Tyul' — Avgust — Sentyabr'. «Kratkiy ocherk" geolagicheskago stroyeniya Yaponii
i vstrechayushchiyesya v ney poleznyya iskopayemyya. Sostavitel' Gotfrey i Moroye. 1879 g.»
Tipografiya i khromolitografiya A. Transhelya. Sankt-Peterburg: 1879.; Shornik po geograficheskikh,
topograficheskikh i statisticheskikh materialov po Azii, 1885 - Sbornik po geograficheskikh,
topograficheskikh i statisticheskikh materialov po Azii. Vypusk XVIII spekretno. «Otchet ob
oborotakh torgovli Yaponiy v 1883 godu» Izdanie voyenno-uchenago komiteta glavnago shtaba.
Voyennaya tipogrfiya S.-Peterburg": 1885 g.

Japanese literature on the subject was also employed in the research. These books shed light on
the significance of Genro's leadership during the Meiji era: Kitaoka, 1993 - Shinichi Kitaoka, The
Army as a Bureaucracy: Japanese Militarism Revisited. USA, Lexington, Virginia: The Journal of
Military History, 1993.; Kiyoshi, 1955 - Kiyoshi I, Shinzaburo O, Shiyosh1 S, TR BAX 0 E
5] “Gendai Nihon no rekishi”, V. Grivnina, A. Nemzera i B. Braskina. lzdatel'stvo inostrannoy
literatury, Moskva. 1955.; Ichikawa, 1907 - Ichikawa Dai, «Etika yapontsev» perevod s nemetskogo
I. Klyachko, SP.; Shinkichi, 2005 - Shinkichi Eto «Selected Works on Modern Japan-China
Relations», Toyo Bunko Research Library 5, Toyo Bunko Yayinevi, Tokyo.

This subject was investigated with the assistance of English-speaking authors: Kenneth, 1936 -
Colegrove Kenneth. The Japanese Cabinet. USA, Washington, DC: American Political Science
Association, 1936.; Nish, 2013 — Nish lan Hill, The Anglo-Japanese Alliance: The Diplomacy of Two
Island Empires 1884-1907. London; Jansen, 2000a - Jansen Marius Berthus, The Making of Modern
Japan. Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press.; Jansen, 2002b - Jansen
Marius Berthus, The Making of Modern Japan. Cambridge, Third printing, Printed in the USA, MA:
The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press. 2002.; Quigley, 2014 - Quigley, Carroll, Tragedy and
Hope: A History of the World in Our Time, San Diego, CA, Dauphin Publications, 2014.; Bessho,
2013 - Bessho Koro. Identities and Security in East Asia. GB, London.; Clyde, 1953 - Clyde, Paul
Hibbert, The far East, A History of the Impact of the West, Second Edition, Prentice-Hall., Inc, USA,
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New-York, 1953. Clement, 1915 - Clement W. Ernest. A Short History of Japan, Chicago.University
of Chicago Press. 1915.

A significant amount of scientific information is available in Russian. The author made every
effort to utilize books that discuss Genro: Yezhegodnik Yaponiya, 2019 - Sarkisov Konstantin
Oganesovich, “Yaponskiy opyt transformatsii: ot “monarkhicheskogo konstitutsionalizma” k
totalitarnoy sisteme”, Yezhegodnik Yaponiya, 2019.; Kutakov, 1988 - Kutakov Leonid Nikolayevich,
Rossiya i Yaponiya, Moskva, Akademiya Nauk SSSR, Institut Vostokovedeniya, Nauka, 1988.;
Streltsov, 2013 - Streltsov Dmitriy Viktorovich, Politicheskaya sistema sovremennoy Yaponii: Institut
Vostokovedeniya Rossiskoy Akademiy Nauk. M.: Aspekt Press, 2013.

Results. The 1868 “Meiji Ishin” BA&##Hr1 revolution, a pivotal moment in Japan's history.
The “Meiji Ishin” (1867-1868), while sharing similarities with major revolutions in other countries,
had some significant distinctions: “In this revolution, the Japanese monarchy was later molded into a
“progressive” constitutional monarchy, following the Prussian model, which was perceived as the
most progressive and dynamic at the time. Among the two forms of constitutional monarchies, one
where “the monarch reigns but does not rule” and the other where “the monarch reigns and governs
according to the constitution” Japan opted for the latter. This choice hinged on the condition that the
Japanese emperor would abstain from governing the country, and the actual power would be
transferred to those who led the revolution and established a new monarchy. This was the original
vision of the nation's founding leaders Genro” (Yezhegodnik Yaponiya, 2019: 252-253)

The Genro T3t Council of Elders was officially established in 1889. By decree of the
emperor, Genro status was conferred upon 7 (later expanded to 9) representatives from the highest
echelons of the state. These esteemed figures included: Prince Ito Hirobumi {F#%1%3C (1841-1909);
Count Kuroda Kiyotaka 2 H ;& (1840-1900); Prince Yamagata Aritomo LLIE%%& AR (1838-1922);
Prince Matsukata Masayoshi #A751E% (1835- 1924); Count Inoue Kaoru F L2 (1836-1915);
Marquise Saigo Tsugumichi FEEREE (1843-1902); Prince Oyama Iwao KILUEE (1842-1916).
Subsequently, other notable individuals such as Katsura Taro #£AEF and Saionji Kinmochi
FEEFE also gained recognition as Genro members. The Genro are often regarded as the
"architects” of modern Japan. These nine Japanese statesmen served as informal advisers to the
emperor throughout the Meiji, Taisho, and Showa eras (Kitaoka, 1993: 64).

The origin of the Genro Council has been a subject of debate. Various scholars, considering the
unofficial nature of their political role, cite differing dates for its formation. As the Genro's role wasn't
officially stipulated by the constitution and lacked formal documentation, their significance in shaping
the new Japanese state was immense. This was evident in the fact that the emperor refrained from
making any decisions without the input of the Genro: “In 1892, following Matsukata Masayoshi's
resignation as prime minister, the term “Genro” was first brought up in a local newspaper” (Kenneth,
1936: 56). In theory, the chronological sequence makes sense as the Genro was established in 1889,
and it wasn't until 1892 that discussions about the Genro Council began. In Japanese society, the
Genro weren't openly discussed, and they preferred to keep a low profile. However, behind the scenes,
they were instrumental in forging a powerful new country.

At the outset of the Meiji Restoration, none of its leaders had attained dominance in any
particular field. Specialized bureaucracies only began to take shape with the ascent of
Genro's 56| representatives to power. The Meiji leaders viewed themselves as versatile
authorities, with Genro members expected to engage in both national and local institutions influencing
foreign and domestic decisions. The Genro Council of Elders eventually emerged, wielding substantial
influence over all state decisions based on shared foundations: “Ito Hirobumi and Inoue Kaoru were
part of the original Sangi T£3&B% 1 (Councillors) within the initial Meiji government” as noted by
Jansen in his account of the Genro Council's formation. They were soon joined by others. Although
their numbers decreased from 106 to 26, ultimately settling at 7 as the modern cabinet system replaced
these appointments in 1885, they retained their positions. Key figures within this group included
individuals who had ventured abroad; Ito Hirobumi and Inoue Kaoru were part of the small Choshu
delegation sent to England in the 1860s. Likewise, figures like Yamagata Aritomo (Choshu) and
Matsukata Masayoshi (Satsuma) pursued overseas research in military and financial systems.
“Initially, they were given lower bureaucratic positions, but it appears that they rose swiftly in the
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1870s as the influence of Satsuma [f§&EEEZE ] and Choshu [ %] became more pronounced”
(Jansen, 2002: 371) as explained by Jansen.

The Genro's primary mission was to rapidly elevate the country across all aspects of the state
structure, and they effectively achieved this goal: “Genro embraced the guiding principle of “Rich
Country, Strong Army” Fukoku Kyohei 'EE58E ] in their leadership. This concept of national
enlightenment can be traced back to the teachings of the Mito school 7KF=. The political doctrine
encompassed four main aspects: reforming domestic policies, enhancing the efficiency of the military,
improving the nation's prosperity, and prioritizing national security essentially, building a wealthy and
powerful state. As Meiji Japan broadened its understanding of international affairs, the rallying cry
that fueled the Meiji Restoration is Sonno Joi TELE#ER | “Respect the Emperor, Expel the
Barbarians” was replaced by Fukoku Kydhei. This slogan was embraced to underscore the pursuit of a
rich and militarily strong state” (Bessho, 2013: 1).

Genro members Ito Hirobumi T{F#&1E3X) , Yamagata Aritomo TLUEEAHRR] , and Inoue
Kaoru 3 L2 primarily focused on addressing foreign policy matters, while Matsukata
Masayoshi [#3751EZ | was dedicated to spearheading financial and economic reforms: “The
renowned Iwakura Mission lwakura Shisetsudan ‘EE{E&TH ] comprised of prominent Meiji
leaders, gleaned invaluable insights from their extensive two-year global journey (1871-1773), which
included visits to North America and Europe” (Streltsov, 2013: 37-38). Attached below is an archival
photo and Emperor Mutsuhito's decree on the Iwakura missions.

2 - 5 Itd Hirobumi no Yoroppa Kenpo Chosa
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Kenpa torishirabe debarinaka no itohirofumi Berurin nite Meiji 15-nen “Ito Hirobumi hiroku”

[Hirobumi Ito, on a business trip to research the constitution, in Berlin 1882, "Secret Record of
Hirobumi Ito]

Rikkenseitai chosa ni tsuki tokuha riji 0] shi haken no
chokusho [SZEEAGHA (2> & BRIRFEEHEROMIRIE O fhE]

[Imperial Decree Sending a Special Adviser to Europe for the Inquiry into Constitutional
Government. 3 March 1882.]

It6 Hirobumi kankei bunsho shorui no bu 209, Meiji 15-nen 3 tsuki 3-nichi, kokuritsu
Kokkaitoshokan. {tf{s SC B4R SCEESHDOER209, BATE154E3 A3 H, [EZE X EAR [Hirobumi
Ito, Chapter 209, March 3, documents on Meiji 15, National Diet Library. 1-2 pp.]

The Genro, as an institution, possessed a distinct set of characteristics that set it apart from other
political bodies in Meiji Japan. Streltsov encapsulates these features as follows: “Moreover, there
existed several advisory bodies under the emperor, not provided for by the constitution, yet exercising
a crucial role in the nation's political life. Among these, the Genro stood out, composed of senior
members of the imperial house, former prime ministers, and elder statesmen from noble feudal clans,
serving for life. No significant decision was made by the emperor and his council of ministers without
seeking the counsel of the Genro. Their input was especially critical in appointing the head of
government” (Streltsov, 2013: 43).

The leaders of the Genro Council of Elders, such as Ito Hirobumi and Inoue Kaoru, also held
the reins of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. So, until 1898, Genro members effectively governed the
country. This was because the position of prime minister couldn't be determined without their
approval. In the words of Quigley: “These power-brokers behind the scenes held the true authority in
the nation. Seeking the Genro's opinion on all pivotal matters and, more crucially, heeding their
counsel became the norm. No one could ascend to the role of prime minister without the Genro's
recommendation. Until 1922, not a single bill or significant international agreement received the
emperor's consent without bearing the Genro's signature. During those times, these individuals were
the genuine rulers of Japan” (Quigley, 2014: 200).

However, it's important to emphasize that: “The Genro members were never formally
acknowledged in the constitution, but their decisions held sway over both the government and the
entire Japanese bureaucracy. As an informal organization, the status of the Genro was not officially
established by the Constitution or any law” (Nish, 2013:4). These assertions are also supported by
another prominent twentieth-century researcher: “Until 1931, shortly after the adoption of the
Constitution, the most influential force in Japanese government and politics was the Genro, even
though this group operated outside the constitutional framework. Comprising seasoned and trusted
statesmen who spearheaded the development of the new Japan from around 1880 to 1900, they were
the ones effectively making decisions” (Clyde, 1953: 203).

Japan's limited industrial raw material base early on made its economy reliant on foreign
markets for raw materials. Furthermore, the persistent feudal remnants deeply rooted in rural areas and
the low living standards of the majority of the population, who endured harsh exploitation, constrained
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the potential of the domestic market: “As a result, Japanese capitalism began pursuing foreign markets
to address these internal contradictions. This drive for foreign markets was further fueled by the
colonial conquests of military-feudal imperialism, propelled by the adventurous militarist factions
within the government. These conquests also aligned with the industrial sector's need to access foreign
markets, thereby securing substantial profits while retaining feudal remnants domestically” (Kiyoshi,
1955: 105).

The military class of the former Tokugawa regime maintained strong connections with the
farming community. Many influential figures of the future would rise from the ranks of these lower-
ranking samurai: “The military, largely composed of the traditional samurai class, maintained close
ties with the landowning elite. Over time, it evolved into a critical instrument for executing the
predatory policies of the dominant alliance of landowners and capitalists. This development increased
the monarchy's influence over the entire state apparatus, rendering it nearly autonomous and highly
influential in the nation's political landscape” (Kutakov, 1988: 195).

The Japanese archive explains how the Genrd [7t# ] Council of Elders, which forms the
basis of the Meiji Constitution and the Constitution of Japan, and the Genroin TJTtZRz]1 , which is
somewhat similar in pronunciation but has a completely different structure, came into being as
follows:

IR D FOERR @ B0 & IR IC ﬁﬁm ATb b0t TEEMH) Eichih: X5
Laﬂmﬁﬁ(wn)miﬁééﬁ AMAKEELERORY EiF2 e 25L7kY ., BRATE

(1874) 5HICI,

BUFH» 6 THERRE] OFE2G L o, ZOEENED STz, HHIR8HE (1875) 4H
i TZEBREENI O] I, Aok Iz 2 LT, Alio [BIEREE) F¥EK
T3 505 WRRE (1876) . FEBEicflb o THI72 ICERIE S Lz e E B IC Z DFIEITF] X #E
Db Z ki - 7-] Above is the original text, followed by the translation from the Japanese

archive: “At that time, the theory of establishing a popularly elected assembly was also the theory of
establishing a written constitution. As mentioned earlier, in 1872, the idea of establishing a popularly

elected Assembly attracted the attention of Dajokan Sain [ KECE ZEFE] |, and in May 1874, the

government ordered the work of compiling a national constitution, and the work continued. In April
1875 (Meiji 8), the “Edict for the Establishment of Constitutional Government” Rikkenseitai Juritsu

no Mikotonori [ 37 & B &7 D8 | was issued and the institution of Sain [ Z£F% | was abolished”

(Archive Meiji Kenpo to Nihonkoku Kenpd ni Kansuru Kiso-teki Shiryd, 2003: 12).

To provide a comprehensive overview, detailed tabular data on Japanese trade during the initial
seven years of the Meiji era is meticulously presented: “In 1883, Japan's foreign trade reached a total
turnover of $63,558,058, with $27,848,992 accounting for imports and $35,709,066 for exports. These
figures highlight the significant growth in foreign trade under the guidance of Genro” (Sbornik po
geograficheskikh, topograficheskikh i statisticheskikh materialov po Azii, 1885:182)

Ito Hirobumi, a prominent member of the Genro Council of Elders, expressed the need for
import tariffs to ensure Japan's public welfare and facilitate rapid economic growth. He argued, “If we
do not implement protective tariffs, like how England has achieved its current prosperity and
dominance in global manufacturing, countries like ours that are still in the process of development risk
falling behind in progress and delaying our own civilization” (Jansen, 2000: 375).

The academic manuscript titled “The Japanese Coin System. Department VII — Updates 1859”
provides a comprehensive account of Japan's financial challenges during the Meiji era. It delves into
matters like ameliorating the economic conditions of the populace, enhancing the currency's value, and
engaging in trade with neighboring nations. Russian Empire's research voyagers offer firsthand
observations of their experiences. Furthermore, the manuscript highlights that "Japan's monetary
system did not conform to global standards during the Meiji period, featuring three currency types: 2
silver and 3 copper” (Zhurnal narodnago prosveshcheniya, 1859: 172). The weight of this coin is
0.372 ounce (i.e. 31.1034768 grams) or approximately 174 gran (i.e. 11.275 grams). If we compare
prices around 1897 (Meiji 30) with today's prices, current prices are thought to be 3,800 times the
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prices at that time. In other words, 1 yen during the Meiji period was equivalent to about 3,800 yen
today. Original text is:

r18974F (HHIR304) tHO W & B o Wi % Leis L 7= 8565, BIFE O Pfii 13 1 KF D 3,8
00fFIcHYE T 2 LFE2bNTVET, 2% VBRI DOIMIZ. 5 DFI3,800MHICHY 32 &
W9 Z & T (https://www.uriel-cuore.co.jp).

When | compared and analyzed all Russian data with Japanese sources, | found that all
historical information overlapped. For example, the most important gold coin of that period was

Kouban [/N]] . So, Koban is the gold coin that came into circulation during the Edo period.
Together with the Ichibukin [—434 | , it formed the standard currency of the Shogunate monetary
system. From 1600 it was printed only in Ginza. From Keicho Koban to [#&/Vf]| Mannobu
Koban [ /7%E/NH]] each had a value of 1 ryo. Keicho Koban weighed 4.76 momme (about 18 g),
slightly heavier than the weight unit of 1 ryo, but after Hoei Koban [ 57/ | and Genbun Koban

[7C3C/IVHL it became lighter and ryo was completely gold became the currency. Before the Keicho

koban, there was the Musashi sumi calligraphy koban of the Tokugawa clan, and during the Keicho
period, there were regional coins such as the Matsuki koban of the Kai and the Umebachi koban of the
Kaga [#E#4/NH] ] (https://www.historist.jp)

From this historical document, several significant observations emerge: “The Japanese exhibit
remarkable talent, on par with American and Asian jewelers. They spare no effort, not even adding a
trace of copper to enhance the disguise. The so-called gold coins are actually crafted from various
amalgams of gold and silver. Japanese law sternly forbids the export of these coins, accompanied by
severe penalties. These legal restrictions render the acquisition of Japanese currency a challenging
endeavor” (Zhurnal narodnago prosveshcheniya, 1859: 172-173). The Genro Council of Elders took
decisive action by prohibiting the export of Japanese currency from the country, effectively bolstering
the battle for gold coins. Genro's Council of Elders maintained stringent control over monetary
policies. The information above attests to the wisdom of Genro's policies concerning the monetary
system.

The author of the article “Japanese Navy in Yokosuka. 1869 describes the state of the sea
during the Meiji restoration on 1 November 1869. According to these data, just a year later the
Admiralty was built and the establishment of navigation began, which had a very positive impact on
Japan's world domination in the Pacific Ocean in subsequent years. What Genro leaders wrote about
Yokosuka in their memoirs. “Japan's conquest of the southeastern countries was carried out through

this port. Foreign experts, known in Japan as Oyatoi Gaikokujin [

EHEWALEA ] or [HElE \WARE AL (hired foreigner) were hired by Genro to help modernize the

country. For example, an engineer Richard Henry Brunton from Scotland worked in this port”
(Morskoy Shornik,1870: 78)

Lead ores are highly valuable minerals that play a crucial role in supporting the economy,
shipbuilding, and weaponry. In an article titled “Japanese Lead Mines and Factories on lesso Island
near the city of Hakodate” Russian scientists emphasize the significant importance of lead for
Japanese soldiers. The Russian scientist-traveler I. Lopatin, in his account dating back to June 1862,
describes the area as exceptionally clean with broad streets. He provides insights into the conditions of
Hakodate village and the street battles that unfolded on the eve of the Meiji Restoration: “The Genro
Council consults with Emperor Mutsuhito regarding the strategic utilization of lead for military
purposes. Genro also reaches out to foreign geoscientists to survey Japan's subsoil for future
development prospects. Hakodate stands as a place of great historical significance, having witnessed
numerous pivotal events in history” (Gornyi zhurnal, 1863:167).

Studying the natural resources beneath Japanese soil was of particular significance for the
military industry. In pursuit of this objective, the Japanese government, under the leadership of the
Genro, extended invitations to geologists, engineers, and mathematicians from various nations: “In the
early Meiji period, Japan grappled with a severe shortage of mineral resources. To address this issue,
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the Genro Council invited foreign geological research teams and scientists to explore Japan's subsoil.
Japan encountered a multitude of challenges during this time, anticipating rapid development in the
years to come” (Gornyy zhurnal, 1879:71).

As mentioned earlier, the Genro held undisputed authority over all aspects of Japan's
governance during the Meiji era. To some extent, the parliament sought to curb the Genro council's
monopoly on power. Japanese archival materials pertaining to this matter are presented below. On
November 22, 1895, just before the 9th Diet session, the Liberal Party, in pursuit of collaboration with
the Government, issued a 'declaration' emphasizing its intent for a mutually beneficial partnership. The
declaration underlined its commitment to constitutional governance, aligning its policies with those of
the ruling Cabinet. Notably, it hinted at the possibility of forming a bond with the Satsuma Choshu
group, particularly Prime Minister Ito Hirobumi. In response, the Imperial Constitutional Party
(ICOC) gathered Cabinet members and released a statement. The document titled “Prime Minister Ito's
Policy” archived under the name 126 shusho no shisei hoshin danwa yoshi ito miyoji kankei bunsho 34
35 - 005 MMEBEM/ ERAHMEES - FREREEEXE34 - 35—-005] contains
a summary of the declaration. The document notes: “Last evening, Prime Minister Ito invited each
minister to his residence and delivered a brief statement regarding the future direction of the Cabinet's
management. When we consider the essence of this statement, it raises questions about whether it is
feasible to secure the Diet's majority approval for implementing Cabinet policies within a
constitutional government framework, particularly in Japan. Given these circumstances, there's a
pressing need for projects like enhancing armaments, expanding maritime routes, advancing trade
development, and establishing domestic and overseas facilities. Receiving parliamentary approval for
such initiatives implies not only securing unanimous support within the parliament but also swiftly
gaining the support of a substantial portion of the population. Looking at the past statements and
actions of various political parties, most have historically made emotional arguments and tended to
collectively oppose the government. Even today, | am relieved to be free from such challenges”
(Archive It shusho no shisei hoshin danwa yoshi, 1895, 2 — 17. 344).
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2-17 BMREEBMOEE /FEEHE/ ERAHRERES
% | [BRR28%] FRERBEAGXE 344 EiIESHEEE. 2 -
17 Seitd to seifu no sekkin/ Itd shushd no shisei hoshin danwa yoshi/
[Meiji 28-nen] it6 miyoji kankei bunsho 344. Kokuritsu
Kokkaitoshokan. 2-17. [Closeness between political parties and the
government/Summary  of  Prime  Minister  Ito's  policy
statement/Documents related to [1895] Miyoji Ito 344. National Diet
Library]

The Genro not only established and advanced the military-
industrial sector but also successfully cultivated a spirit of samurai
| warfare among citizens of all ages, a mindset that played a crucial
role in the victories achieved in the subsequent years. Following the restoration of the emperor's
political authority, it was expected that all members of the military class would unconditionally uphold
the honor and dignity of the Japanese emperor, irrespective of their personal desires. This sense of
duty was instilled in parents and every soldier, a principle vividly illustrated during the
Nisshinsenso | BiE#;% | First Sino-Japanese War. For instance, in Dai Ichikawa's work titled
“Ethics of the Japanese” published in Petersburg in 1907, the following passages can be found: “When
a young Japanese embarks on military service or goes to war, his family members, including parents,
wives, and daughters, refrain from shedding tears or exhibiting weakness in front of one another.
Instead, they charge him with a solemn duty to return with honor or sacrifice his life for the sake of the
Emperor. Fear of death is met with ridicule from family and society, leaving the young man no choice
but to display courage” (Ichikawa, 1907: 2717-2718). “Most of the Army's top military strategists
agreed that any war with China should be avoided, but for the vast majority of officers the priority was
to protect the Gunnoishin TEDE{S | prestige of the Imperial Army” (Shinkichi, 2005:9).

Overall, the Genro's influence in these areas was aimed at modernizing Japan, consolidating
power, and positioning the country as a major global player. Their policies and reforms laid the
foundation for Japan's transformation into a modern nation-state and its emergence as a significant
power in the early XXth century. In summary, researching the Genro is essential for understanding the
historical, political, and socio-economic contexts of the Meiji period and its impact on Japan and the
world. It provides valuable insights into nation-building, leadership, foreign relations, and the
dynamics of modernization, making it relevant for historians, political scientists, sociologists, and
anyone interested in Japan's history and its place in the global context.

Conclusion. The influence and significance of the Genro during the Meiji period (1889-1912)
left an indelible mark on Japan's modernization, with far-reaching consequences. Comprising seasoned
leaders who played integral roles in the Meiji Restoration, this council of elder statesmen played a
pivotal part in shaping Japan's destiny during an era of unprecedented transformation. The importance
of the Genro Council can be distilled into several key points:

Guidance and Leadership: The Genro provided invaluable guidance and leadership during a
time of rapid change. Their collective wisdom and experience proved instrumental in navigating Japan
through the complex process of modernization, helping to avert potential pitfalls and disruptions that
other nations encountered during similar transitions.

Political Stability: The establishment of the Genro institution contributed significantly to
political stability. By institutionalizing leadership and ensuring continuity in governance, the Genro
played a vital role in maintaining order amid substantial social and political upheaval. Their
contribution was instrumental in centralizing political authority under the emperor's constitutional
monarchy, fostering national unity and coherence.

Modernization of Key Sectors: The Genro's influence extended across various facets of
Japanese society, including the military, government, economy, and education. Their policies and
decisions facilitated the modernization of these critical sectors, laying the groundwork for Japan's
subsequent global success.

Enduring Legacy: The Genro's legacy transcended the Meiji period, continuing to influence
subsequent generations of leaders and contributing to Japan's ongoing development as a prominent
global player.

T
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Transformation of Feudal Japan: The Genro played a pivotal role in guiding Japan's transition
from a feudal society to a modern, industrialized nation. Leveraging their collective knowledge and
leadership, Japan adeptly embraced Western practices, institutions, and technologies while preserving
vital aspects of its cultural heritage. Their efforts dismantled the old feudal order and consolidated
political power under the emperor's constitutional monarchy, a transformation essential to Japan's
unification as a modern nation-state.

In essence, the Genro during the Meiji period bridged Japan's traditional past and its modern
future. Their contributions and leadership were instrumental in Japan's successful modernization and
industrialization, propelling the nation onto the global stage as a formidable power. As visionary
statesmen and architects of Japan's modernization, their legacy stands as a testament to the
transformative potential of strong, visionary leadership in shaping a nation's destiny. The formation of
the Genro, or Council of Elders, was a pivotal moment in Japanese history, serving as a conduit for the
knowledge and experience of senior statesmen, guiding the nation through a period of profound
transformation. This scholarly analysis offers insights into the historical, sociopolitical, and
institutional dimensions of this critical development in Japan's modernization journey.
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