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Abstract. Introduction. The first Soviet famine of 1921-1923 covered not only the entire territory
of the Kyrgyz Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic (Kazakh), but also 35 provinces of Soviet
Russia with a population of about 30 million people and coincided with a period in the history of
the Soviet state when the state's situation was difficult due to revolutions and civil war. At times,
these disasters reached such proportions that they entailed not only the weakening and ruin of the
peasant economy, but also the mass extinction of the population from hunger. Objectives. The study
the socio-economic and demographic consequences of famine in northern Kazakhstan in 1921-1923
(using the example of Akmola province); to determine the scale and nature of the consequences of
famine; to analyze statistical data on the population in the counties of the province on the basis of
archival materials; to consider the activities of the Akmola provincial Commission for Famine
Relief. Results. The article uses archival sources to study the activities carried out as a result of the
policy of war communism, types of food distribution, shows the territories affected by drought, the
decline in the number of livestock in the counties of the province. During the famine, the situation
of Akmola province was aggravated by the influx of refugees from other regions. Conclusions.
The severe socio-economic and demographic consequences of the famine of 1921-1923 were the
result of the economic policy pursued by the Soviet government, the consequence of the imperialist
and civil war and aggravated natural phenomena (drought, jute, etc.). Against the background of
the difficult economic situation in the country and prolonged famine, the ethnodemographic picture of
the region has changed. The famine of 1921-1923 was caused by a combination of causes and severe
consequences that aggravated the situation to the extent of a catastrophe. The consequences of
these events had a serious impact on the subsequent development of Kazakhstan.

Keywords: famine, province, county, Akmola Provincial Commission for Famine Relief
(Akmoprovcom Femrel), epidemics, disaster, refugees, homelessness, unemployment.
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Anparna. Kipicne. 1921-1923 skbuimapaarbl ajralikel KeHecTik amapiibuiblk Kpipreiz (Kaszak)
AptoHoMusutbIK KeHecTik CoIMamucTiK pecnyONUKachiHBIH OYKijl ayMarblH FaHa €MeC, COHBIMEH
Oipre keHectik Peceiimin 35 TyOepHHMSCHIH aa KaMmThIAbL. AmapmbUiblk CapaToB skoHe Camapa
MPOBUHIFSUIAPEIHAA, Enin OoWbHma, YKpawHaHBIH OHTYCTiriHAe, bamkyprcranna, Keipeimma, Opan
MmaHbIHJa koHe barteic Cibipae kaTThl kepiHai. 1921 KbUTFbl amapiubUIblK mamameH 30 MUUTHOH
XallKpl 0ap ayJaHmaplbl KaMTHIABI JKOHE PEBONIOIMSIIAD MEH a3aMaTTBIK COFBICTHIH CajiapblHAH
MEMJIEKETTIH >KaFrmaiel ayblp Oonran KeHec MeMIieKeTi TapuXBIHIAFBl KE3CeHMEH Colikec Kenmi. byn
amaTTap OChIHAAl MeJIepre KeTTi, Oy mapya KOXaJbIFBIHBIH 9JIcipeyi MeH KyipeyiHe FaHa eMec,
COHBIMEH Oipre XajbIKThIH allTBIKTaH JKalmail KOWBUTYybIHA OKEeNIi. Jepmmeyoiy MaKcamovl HCoHe
minoemmepi — 1921-1923 xwimgapmarsl Conrycrik KaszakcTanmarsl amapIibUIBIKTHIH QJICyMETTIK-
SKOHOMUKAJIBIK KOHE AEMOTpaUsUIBIK callmapbiH 3epaeney (AKMoma TyOepHHUSICHIHBIH MBICATTBIH/IA);
alIapIIbUIBIK CaJIAPBIHBIH ayKbIMbI MEH CHIIATBIH aHBIKTAy;, MYpParaTThIK MaTepHajap Heri3iHie
ryOepHUS ye3depiHIeri XadblK CaHbl OOMBIHINA CTATHCTHKAIBIK IEPeKTepli Taimay; AKMoIa
ryOepHUSIIBIK allITBIKKA KOMEK KOMHCCHUSCHIHBIH KbI3METIHE Tanuay xacay. Homuowcenep. ApXUBTIK
JepeKke3aep OoHbIHIIA MaKalafa OCKepH KOMMYHH3M CasCaThIHBIH HOTHIKECIHAE >KYPri3ijieTiH
ic-mmapanap, as3bpIK-TYJIK OpHAJACTBIPY TypJepi 3epTTeNil, KYPFaKIIbUIBIKTaH 3apjaal IIeKKeH
ayMmakrap, TyOepHHs ye3aepi OOHMBIHINIA Maj CAaHBIHBIH a3ai0bl KOPCETUINeH. AIIapIIBIIBIK Ke3iHIae
AkMona TyOepHHSICBIHBIH JKaFaaiibl Oacka eHIpJieplcH OOCKBIHIAP CAHBIHBIH KEIYIMEH YIIBIFbII
KeTTi. AINTBIK TyOepKyye3, Cy3eK, MIemeK, Oe3reK, THIPhICKAK XOHE T.0. CHSKTHI aypyJapablH
SIMUIAEMHUSACHIHA BIKIMAJI €TTi; aybll IMapyamlbUIBIFBl MEH OHEPKOCINTIH KYIIbIpayblHA OKEIIi;
JKEPTUTIKTI TYPFBIHAApP apachlHAa >KYMBICCHI3Ap CAHBIHBIH ocyi, Kemie Oamamapbl MeH Oamanap
yinepiHiH ke0eri, KaHHHOAIM3M CHSKTBl KYOBUIBICTBIH maiaa Oomybl. Kopwvimwinowvr. 1921-1923
JKBUIIAPAaFbl  allapIIBUIBIKTBIH aybIp OJIEYMETTIK-9KOHOMUKAJIBIK JKOHE JeMOTpaUsUIBbIK Caapbl
Kenec ekiMeTi XYpri3reH SKOHOMHKAJIBIK CasCATTHIH HOTIKECI, MMIICPHAIUCTIK KOHE a3aMaTTBIK
COFBICTBIH CalJiapbl JKOHE TaOMFH KYObUIBICTApAbIH (KYPFaKIIBUIBIK, XYT oHE T.0.) KYHICIOiHIH
HoTIOKecl. Enzeri kypaem SKOHOMHUKAJBIK JKarjall MEH Y3aKKa CO3bUIFAaH allaplIbUIBIK asiChIHAA
aliMaKTBIH dTHOZEeMOrpadHusUIBIK KopiHici e3repi. by okuranapapy cangapsl KazakcTaHHBIH KeHiHTi
JlaMyBIHA €Iy 9cep eTTi.

Tyiin ce3mep: amapuibuIBIK, TyOepHHS, ye3, AKMONa I'yOSpHUSIIBIK AIlITHIKKA KOMEK KOMUCCHUSCHI
(AxMONTYOKOM TTOMTOT), STHIEMUSIIAP, anaTTap, OOCKBIHAAP, MAHACBI3MIBIK, JKYMBICCHI3/IBIK.
Hoviexkcos ywin: Caxmaeanosa 3.f., Kapcakosa 5. 1921-1923 xbuimapmarbl  AKMola
ryOepHUSCHIH/AFbI AlllaPIIbUIBIKTBIH JICYMETTIK-9KOHOMHKAJIBIK XKOHE JIEMOrpadUsUIbIK CalIapbIHbIH
acriekrinepi / Otan Tapuxsl. 2023. No
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AnnoTtauus. Beeoenue. I'onox 1921-1923 rogos oxBaTtui He TOJIBKO BCIO TeppuTopuio Kuprusckoit
AstoHomHOM CoBetckoit Cormuanuctanaeckoir pecmyoaukn (Kazaxckoif), Ho u 35 rybeprmii Poccun,
OXBaTWJI palOHBI C HaceleHHeM OKojo 30 MWITHOHOB YEOBEK M COBMIAJ C TEPHUOJIOM, KOTAa
MOJIOKEHUE TOCYAapCTBa OBLIO TSHKETBIM BCIEICTBHE PEBOJIONUN M Tpa)IaHCKOH BOWHBI, 3aCyXH,
rudesy ypoxkasi U pa3opeHusi KPeCThIHCKOTO X03HCTBa. BpeMeHaMu 5TH OeCTBUS JOCTUTAIN TaKUX
pa3MepoB, YTO BIEKJIO 3a COOOW HE TOJIBKO OClIabiieHHe U Pa30peHHe KPECThIHCKOTO X035IHCTBa, HO U
MaccoBO€ BBIMHUPaHWE HaceJeHHUs OT ronoja. Lleiv u 3a0auu uccredo8anuss — U3y9UTh COLUAIBHO-
SKOHOMHUYECKHE U AeMorpaduiecKue MocIeICTBUS Tooa B ceBepHOM Kazaxcrane B 1921-1923 roast
(Ha mpuMepe AKMOJIMHCKON TyOepHHWH); ONMPENSIIUTh MacmTaObl U XapaKTep IOCISACTBHI TOJIOMA;
AQHAJIM3MPOBAaTh HA OCHOBE AapXMBHBIX MAaTEpUANOB CTAaTHUCTUYECKHE JaHHbIE 10 YHCIEHHOCTH
HacelleHUs B ye3/lax T'yOepHHH, PacCMOTPETh JeSATeNbHOCTh AKMOJIHMHCKON T'yOepHCKOW KOMHCCHH
MOMOIIIH TOJIONAIONINM. Pe3yremamul. B cTaThe 10 apXWBHBIM UCTOYHHKAM H3yY€HBI MEPOIIPHITHS
MIPOBOJIMMBIE B CIIEACTBHE MOJMTUKHA BOEHHOI'O KOMMYHH3Ma, BUJBI IPOJOBOILCTBEHHONW Pa3BEPCTKH,
MOKa3aHbl TEPPUTOPUH, TIOCTPAJABIINE OT 3aCyXH, YObUIb YHCIEHHOCTH CKOTa IO ye3/laM I'yOepHHH.
B mepuon romonma monokeHHe AKMOJHWHCKON TyOepHUHM YCYTyOWJIOCH TNPUTOKOM HYHCIEHHOCTH
OeXeHIIeB C APYyTruX peruoHoB. ['0707 crmocoOCTBOBal BO3HUKHOBEHHUIO JSMHIAEMHM, K YMaIgKy
CENIbCKOT'0 XO035MCTBA M MPOMBIIUIEHHOCTH; POCTY YHCICHHOCTH O€3pa0O0THBIX CpEeId MECTHOTO
HaceneHUs. Bwisoodsl. Tspkenble CONMATbHO-DKOHOMHYECKHE W JeMOTpapUuecKue IOCIEACTBHS
rosoja 1921-1923 romoB SBUIKUCH PE3yIbTaTOM 3KOHOMHYECKOMN MOJIMTHUKH MPOBOJAUMOMN COBETCKOM
BJIACTBIO, CJIEACTBUEM WMIEPUANHCTHYECKON W TPaKIAHCKOM BOWHBI M YCyTryOHWBIIMMECS
CTUXWUUHBIMU SIBICHUSMH (3acyxa, JDKYT U np.). [locnenacTBust 3THX COOBITHIA OKa3ald CEephe3HOE
BIIMSIHHE Ha Tocieaymomiee pazputrue Kazaxcrana.

KarueBble ciaoBa: roion, TyOepHUs, ye3l, AKMOIWHCKasS TyOepHCKas KOMECCHS ITOMOIIH
ronogatoruM  (Akmonryokom [lomrom), smuaemun, OenctBue, OCKEHIBI, OCECIPU3OPHOCTS,
Oe3padorura.

Jass umrupoBanms: CaxraranoBa 3.I'., KapcakoBa I'.b. Hexoropeie acmeKkTsl COIUAIBHO-
9KOHOMHYECKHX H JeMOTpaduyeckux MocieICTBUN ronoja B AKMOJIMHCKOW ryoepHun B 1921-1923
roael // Otan Tapuxsl. 2023. Ne .......

1. Introduction. The first Soviet famine of 1921-1923 covered not only the entire territory of the
Kyrgyz Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic (Kazakh), but also 35 provinces of Soviet Russia.
The famine was most pronounced in the Saratov and Samara provinces, the Volga region, Southern
Ukraine, Bashkiria, the Crimea, the Urals and Western Siberia. The famine of 1921 covered areas
with a population of about 30 million people and coincided with a period in the history of the
Soviet state when the state's situation was difficult due to revolutions and civil war. For many
decades, huge areas of the middle and lower Volga region, the eastern regions of the North Caucasus,
Crimea, the southern districts of Ukraine and Western Siberia have been suffering from drought,
crop loss and the ruin of the peasant economy every three or four years. At times, these disasters
reached such proportions that they entailed not only the weakening and ruin of the peasant economy,
but also the mass extinction of the population from hunger. The famine catastrophe of 1921-1923,
exceptional in its size, gave rise to such a phenomenon as cannibalism in some regions.

The history of the famine of 1921-1923 is relevant in Russian history. The topic of hunger
was poorly studied during the years of Soviet regime. Most researchers of the Soviet period attributed
the difficulties and consequences of the protracted civil war, the devastation of the national economy
during the establishment of Soviet regime, the policy of war communism, drought and crop failure
that arose as a result of unfavorable climatic conditions, mistakes and excesses of the economic
policy pursued by state bodies to the main causes of the famine.
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2. Materials and methods of research. The methodological basis for the most objective picture
of the past formation associated with the first Soviet famine of 1921-1923 are the principles of
scientific objectivity and historicism. The principle of objectivity is expressed in the facts and events
consideration from the perspective of reliability and a comprehensive approach. From the standpoint
of historical truth, the accumulated historiographical experience and revealed new information on the
topic under study were analyzed. The principle of historicism allowed us to consider the processes
and events that led to dramatic consequences in their causal cross-section. It also helped to identify
the development dynamics, establish relationships with other phenomena on a general historical
background, taking into account specific historical conditions and in chronological order.

The main source for writing the article were archival documents from the State Archive of
the Russian Federation, the Central State Archive of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the State Archive
of the North Kazakhstan region and the State Archive of the Akmola region. When writing the article,
a comparative, descriptive, regional, systematic methods allowing to reveal the topic more deeply
were used. An analysis of various archival documents and materials was also made.

3. Discussion. The first works on the famine of the early 1920s were written by party leaders
E.l. Yaroslavsky, V.A. Antonov-Ovseenko and others, which were reference informational, and
propaganda in nature (Antonov-Ovseenko, 1922:9). These works reflected the government's point of
view. Accordingly, they assigned all the responsibility for the famine to the imperialist war, the
machinations of the bourgeoisie in the city and the kulaks in the countryside, allegedly used to
discredit the legitimate government. In the work of N. I. Mardarovsky's "Famine in Kyrgyzstan and
the fight against poor harvest” notes that "hunger and poverty are inherent only in uncultured
countries” (Mardarovsky, 1922:7). The author notes that the causes of the famine were the illiteracy
of the population, the colonial policy of tsarism, the First World War and the civil war that followed
it. He explained he main cause of the famine by the devastation due to the civil war, and also gave
recommendations on agricultural work in order to prevent further natural disasters and reduce
the number of hungry. In the future, Soviet historians reduced the causes of the disaster mainly to
the consequences of war and drought.

During the Soviet period, many works were written, namely by Dahshleiger G.F., Nurpeisov
K.N., Tursunbayev A.B. and others concerning the socio-economic, political situation of the
Kazakh people in the 1920s-1930s.

Dissertations were devoted to the famine of 1921-1922 in Kazakhstan. For example, in 2005
Musaev B.A. wrote his "Famine in the first half of the 20th century in Kazakhstan: historical,
socio-political analysis”. In 2010, T.A. Karieva issued "Semey guberniyasyndagi asharshylyk
zhane onyn saldary (1921-1922 lj.)". The authors considered the main causes and reveal the extent of
hunger. In addition, the socio-economic and political consequences of this tragedy are being revealed.

After gaining independence, Abylkhozhin Zh.B., Omarbekov T.O., Koigeldiev M.,
Mamyrkhanova A.M., Alekseenko A.N., Tatimov M.B., Atusheva S.B., K.S. Aldazhumanov,
S.0. Smagulova and others began to actively engage in this topic.

4. Results. In the 1920s, the economic and political situation in Kazakhstan was unfavorable,
due to the First World War, civil War, revolutions and uprisings, natural disasters, crop failures and
jute, which negatively affected the demographic situation of Kazakhstan (hunger and increased
mortality among the population) as well as agriculture and livestock industry. According to the
materials of the All-Russian Census of 1920, 4781263 people lived in Kazakhstan, 402751 people
lived in cities and urban-type settlements, 18695 lived in villages and stations along the railway
line, 4359817 people lived in rural areas (Statistical and Economic Review 1923:62). In the autumn
of 1920, according to the Statistical Department of the Kazakh ASSR, 4938383 people lived in
the republic (Statistical and Economic Review 1923:65). In total, the population of the Republic
numbered about 5 million people (SARF. F. 1318. S. 22. F. 105. L. 445).

As part of the policy of war communism in agriculture, an unfolding system of harvesting
agricultural products was carried out. The conductors of the Bolshevik campaign for food distribution
were rural Poor Control Committees as well as land and water committees, and armed workers'
detachments that expropriated the products produced by the peasants in "favor of the revolution".
In Kazakhstan, the state grain monopoly and the expansion on a large scale began to be carried out in
1920.
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At the beginning of the same year, the "meat"” assessment began to extend to cattle farms. One of
the types of food rationing was meat, according to which the local population was obliged to hand
over live cattle to specially organized expeditions at the provincial food commissariat. In 1920 there
were four such expeditions organized. In order to ensure the meat distribution, a ban was imposed on
the slaughter of livestock for private sale; therefore, in order to slaughter livestock for internal use,
the owner had to obtain permission from the volost executive committee, signed by the chairman. In
the absence of a permitting document, all cattle were confiscated; the peasant himself was brought
to court of justice in the revolutionary tribunal. An unprecedented reduction in livestock occurred
in the Akmola province, where in 1914 the number of livestock was more than 4 million, and in
1922 - 1 million 347 thousand. The number of horses decreased in this province by 3 times, sheep - by
4 times (SACA. F. 244. S. 1. D. 250. L.18). Writing a letter addressed to the chairman of the
Kyrgyz Council of S. Seifullin People's Commissars Baganalinsky district inspector Gumar Divaev
notes that in the pre-revolutionary period, most of the farms of Baganaly volosts were distinguished
by their prosperity. Some farms had up to 1,000 horses, up to 5,000 sheep, up to 100 cows, etc.
The situation changed in 1919, when jute came, which contributed to the death of cattle. The next
reason for the reduction of animal husbandry was the policy of meat cuts. Out of 8 thousand farms,
6 thousand farms migrated to the Ishim district and other regions (CSA RK. F. 30. S. 1. F. 247. L. 45).

A total of 3515,583 heads were distributed in the Omsk province (in terms of cattle), by April 15
1921 1401,783 cattle heads were withdrawn that made 39.08% of the planned redistribution
(Soviet Siberia, 1921:5). According to the newspaper "Soviet Siberia" during 1920 About 39 thousand
of cattle and 20 thousand of rams were taken from the Kazakh population of Kokchetavsky district,
34 thousand of cattle and more than 50 thousand of rams were confiscated in Atbasarsky district,
18600 cattle and more than 95 thousand rams were withdrawn in Akmola district, 20 thousand
cattle and 29 thousand rams were singled out in Presnogorkovsky parish of Petropavlovsk district.
(Soviet Siberia, 1921:7).

Grain was completely confiscated from agricultural farms. In mid-May 1920, the food
committees received an unspoken party directive to prepare for the introduction of a food dictatorship.
The Government of the RSFSR issued a decree dated June 20, 1920, according to which grain
producers of Siberia and adjacent territories of Kazakhstan were obliged to proceed with threshing
and delivery of all grain surpluses in the order of combat order. According to this directive, the food
company of 1920-1921 was given tasks for grain storage in the amount of 110 million puds for the
regions of Siberia of which the north-east of Kazakhstan accounted for 35 million puds, i.e. more than
one third. And this is with a rather low harvest in 1920 (Decrees, 1978:240). According to the State
Financial Report of the Russia-Wide Cheka, No. 13, dated February 20, 1921, to speed up the
collection of the food tax in the provinces of Kazakhstan, a two-week period was announced, for
which communists, representatives of the security service and the politburo were mobilized. The bread
tax was fulfilled by 85%, grain fodder and meat completely. This summary reported on the
dissatisfaction of peasants and cattle breeders with the policy of Soviet regime in the countryside,
and about the mass withdrawal from the Party of Communist peasants (CHEKA-OGPU, 2000:577).
The consequences of the war years, natural disasters that fell during this period and irrational
economic policy caused destructive trends of a large-scale nature in agriculture. The sown areas of
grain in the provinces of the KASSR in 1917 amounted to 2307320 arpents by 1923, the reduction in
the area of sowing increased to 61.9%. (SARF. F. 1318. S. 22. F. 109. L. 232).

Table 1.
Provinces of Kazakhstan affected by the drought of 1921*

Province, region or Territories affected Average yield from 1 | Per capita yield, in poods
republic by drought (%) arpent, in poods

Aktubinskaya 87 13 1,6

Uralskaya 80 19 0,6

Bukeevskaya 80 2,5 0,2

Kostanayskaya 64 3,8 2,3

Orenburgskaya 50 5,2 1,9

Almolinskaya 18 17,6 5,7
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The drought of 1921 affected 31% of the total amount of wheat-sown land. As the above statistics
show, the main provinces of Kazakhstan, which were historically grain producers, were on the
verge of ruin. In general, 0.9 million arpents of land were affected by drought in Kazakhstan
(Schmidt, 2018:41).

In the second half of May 1921, it became clear that there would be no harvest. The amount of
grain harvested together with the stock of previous years provided the population with food at a
minimum rate of two pounds a year per capita. The livestock industry found itself in an extremely
difficult situation. The number of all livestock types has decreased over the years by more than
10.5 million units. According to the CHEKA in the West Kazakhstan provinces, there was a good
harvest in Semipalatinsk and Akmola provinces. All grain surpluses were under strict control of the
party and Soviet bodies. Many peasants with bread refused to fulfill the food tax. In total, 19% of
bread and grain were collected in the province (CHEKA-OGPU, 2000:545). Drought, jute, intensive
bread, meat and other types of food off-taking have led to famine in this region. For example, the
spring sowing campaign of 1921 turned into a painful ordeal for the peasantry. During the Civil
War, seed funds were looted. And the bread that survived was taken by the food authorities until
May 1921 by the methods of food distribution. The peasants complained: "The last bread is taken
away and other products as well as in 1920, and there is no difference between the food tax and the
food distribution” (North Kazakhstan region, 1993:161).

One of the most important factors of the famine was the deep decline of the economic situation,
both agricultural and cattle-breeding economy of the Republic. The death of livestock, especially
among the Kyrgyz steppe population from the so-called "Jute” (1920), from the shortage of herbs
and the almost complete lack of control against epizootics, due to insufficient funds, led to the
livestock reduction. Another reason for the famine was an unprecedented drought leading to a grain
crop failure that affected many regions of Kazakhstan. In the materials of the North Kazakhstan
State Archive it is noted: "In Kokchetav district information report commission for famine relief of
Akmola province dated December 17, 1922, the harvest of 1921 in Kokchetav district due to drought
turned out to be unfavorable, and in addition, completely died from frost, hail, non-germination
and most of the mares suffered, a total of 173841 arpents. Consequently, out of the total sowing
283375 arpents there were 169534 arpents harvested... There was nothing left of the past years grain
harvests in Kokchetav district after the distribution and off-taking during 1920 and 1921... From all of
the above it can be seen that the collection of the food tax with an increase to 100% is absolutely not
possible” (NKSA. F. 55. S.1. F. 28. L. 73). Since July and August, the population of the county has
begun to leave their homes and dozens of housewives with all their families and dead inventory are
moving to Akmola and Atbasar counties, where yields are considered higher than in Kokchetav
county, and also a lot have left for Semirechye and Ukraine. Due to the order on the termination of
bread free circulation, barrage posts were set up almost simultaneously and bread was taken
away from citizens who had prepared it, which caused discontent and even hostility to these events
(NKSA. F. 55. S.1. F. 28. L. 74). According to one data, the number of victims dying from hunger
increased every day. More than 37.5 million people were in the disaster zone (North Kazakhstan
region, 1993:161). According to other sources, by the autumn of 1921, more than 20 million people
were starving in the country (History of Kazakhstan, 2009:193). The total number of hungry people in
the provinces numbered 1508900 people (SARF. F. 1058. S. 1. F. 175. L. 11). Operational reports of
the Cheka (All-Russian Emergency Commission) stated: "The famine associated with the food
crisis determines the situation of all segments of the population, excluding kulaks and speculators.
Most feed on grass and carrion..." (CSA RK. F. 44. S. 11. F. 63. L. 160). For example, in Akmola
province, "the population feeds exclusively on grass, the consequence of which is swelling, turning
into starvation, of which many cases have been registered” (SAAR. F. 115. S. 1. F. 149. L. 34).

The direct impact of surrogates on the human body was different. According to the researchers,
eating clay caused intestinal obstruction, constipation, especially dangerous — up to a fatal outcome —
in old age. Potato foliage caused diarrhea, bone flour from fresh bones also had dangerous
consequences for the human body (Narsky, 2001:315). According to documentary sources:
"At present, the poor feed on various weeds with an admixture of one tenth of wheat, crushed
and ground bone, animal skins and everything that has at least one hundredth of nutritional value "
(SAAR. F.115.F. 1. F. 2. L. 86).
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As a result of the famine, the situation of Akmola county worsened. The harvest in the
Akmolinsky district in 1921 was an average of 25 poods per arpent, potatoes for 100 poods. In total,
up to 3774475 pounds were harvested. The required rate per 321000 population of 14 poods per capita
is 4494000 poods a year. Thus, the deficit for the harvest of 1922 was expressed in 717525 poods.
As a result, a tax was imposed on the 4th category, i.e. the harvest from arpents was considered to be
up to 4 pounds, which amounted to 1,600,000 pounds of tax, which was carried out by the local
population 33% with the use of confiscations, general searches and "sweeping grain from many
citizens to clean" (SARF. F. 1065. S. 2. F. 116. L. 26rev.). There was a large influx of starving
people from other provinces and counties in the county. According to the County Commission for
Famine Relief, there were up to 47,000 starving people in the county, 6317 of them refugees
(the number of refugees reached up to a third of the total number of starving people, out of 74,000
people) (SARF. F. 1065. S. 2. F. 116. L. 27).

In Akmola province, the situation was aggravated by the uncontrolled influx of refugees from
the starving areas of the Volga region. About 900 thousand children and adults were evacuated to
more prosperous areas. 25 thousand children were sent to Siberia alone. In the summer of 1921, large
parties of refugees began to arrive in Petropavlovsk. The city was overloaded with exhausted people.
Up to 10 thousand children have been accumulated in orphanages of the city and county. A lot of
homeless kids appeared. Dirty, ragged, hungry, they wandered in search of food. The police, together
with Komsomol members and women activists, conducted night raids at the station, on passing
trains, children were arranged in orphanages and shelters. "A lot of work was done to shoe, clothe,
feed, cure children. And no less to teach many of them to live and work in a team,” recalls
A.l. Vorozheeva, who worked at that time as the head of the city party committee women's
department. There were not enough bedclothing, clothes, shoes in orphanages. Typhus, cholera,
dysentery, scabies took many lives. But even more children died from exhaustion. For example, only
in November-December 1921 115 children died. The situation with the nutrition of children is
characterized by a telegram from the provincial executive committee to the KIRCEC:
«“Kirnarkomprod” allowed for orphanages only 500 rations, instead of the former 6710. There are
10000 children, the situation is terrible, and we have to throw them out into the street. Take urgent
measures» (North Kazakhstan region, 1993:162).

Some orphanages did not receive food monthly, and the children ran away so as not to starve
to death. This is how the Kazakh poet, writer, deputy chairman of the famine relief commission in
Akmola province and an eyewitness to the events Magzhan Zhumabayev describes the famine
catastrophe in the provincial newspaper "World of Labor" dated June 16, 1922 for No. 30 (667) article
"Famine in Sary-Arka", in which he wrote: "Since the autumn of 1921, our Akmola province has
become the arena of the death march of the silent tsar - famine. Since then, the Kyrgyz (Kazakhs) of
our province have been experiencing the same trials and sufferings out of hunger, which their
brothers in the upper provinces of the Kyrgyz (Kazakh) republic have been subjected to for two
years. | have the official relations of several Kyrgyz executive committees of Petropavlovsk and
Kokchetav counties. The Imenalinsky volispolkom writes: "In our volost, hunger began to be strongly
felt since November 1921. The entire poor population having eaten all the cattle until autumn, was
engaged in cattle stealing all winter. The unprecedented jute of last winter damaged almost all the
cattle by 70 percent namely. People swell and die. From November to May, the volost executive
committee registered 270 cases of starvation deaths. The Sarnaigyr volost Executive Committee
writes: "From January to May there were 72 cases of starvation registered. Hunger is increasing.
A lot of cattle died from the April ice storm. Cattle rustling is excessively intensified. The same is
reported from the Baimbetskaya and Ayyrtau volosts of the Kokchetavsky district...» Citing several
more similar examples, Magzhan Zhumabayev writes in conclusion: "...These extracts of course can
testify to the extent of the plight of the Kyrgyz in our province. In short, except for one
Semipalatinsk province, the entire Kyrgyz Sari-Arch from the Caspian Sea to the Irtysh is in the
grip of famine. Farms are being destroyed, livestock is being destroyed..." "..It's time to abandon the
old view of Catherine's times on Sary-Arka as a fabulous Kirghiz-Kaysak horde, as a land "where
everything breathes in abundance”, where koumiss flows like a river and where smoked meat under
the open sky is withered by a mountain. It's time to hear the moan of Sary-Arka and understand the
terrible Kyrgyz people silence full of suffering” (Zhumabaev, 1922:2). M. Zhumabayev sees the
reason why "they know inexcusably little" about the famine in the region in the following: "In 1921,
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as soon as disaster befell the Volga region, the whole of Russia became agitated. The wide Volga
made the whole country rustle. For, firstly, the Volga is closer to the center, and secondly, the
population of the Volga region is much more cultured than the Kyrgyz. And a cultured person will
always be able to make others hear his voice. On the contrary, the silent Sari-Arch, having dutifully
accepted the tsar-famine, leads a silent struggle with him and dies meekly in this unequal battle"
(Zhumabaev, 1922:4).

On July 1, M. Zhumabayev left for Kokchetavsky and Petropavlovsk counties to collect food
donations and establish the work of the Kokchetav Starve Control Commitee. According to the
results of the trip to these counties, he presented a report in which he wrote that on July 16 he left for
the hungry western volosts of Kokchetav county to familiarize himself with the situation on the
ground. "I was in Chungurchinsk, Karachinsk, Mezgil and Ayyrtav volosts. The situation in the
volosts mentioned above was indeed catastrophic: 90% of the population ate berries. | was an
eyewitness to many diseases caused by hunger" (NKSA. F. 1616. S. 1. F. 2. L. 26).

By the second half of 1921, according to the Akmola Gubernatorial Executive Committee, in the
province the number of starving, both Volga region refugees and locals amounted to 440 thousand
people. So, in "Akmola county, the number of such was 66.5 thousand people, Atbasar county — 110
thousand, Kokchetav county — 115 thousand people, Petropavlovsk County — 150 thousand people”
(NKSA.F.55S. 3. F. 26. L. 56rev.).

Famine acquired a large scale in Akmola County known as the most fertile one in Akmola
province. The policy of war communism, crop failure and jute in 1922 contributed a lot to the
appearance of the "ghost of the Volga region™ in the county (CSA RK. F. 82. S. 1. F. 212. L. 69).
The starving, especially the residents of the southern volosts - Asan-Kaiginskaya and Sary-
Arkinskaya, were heading to the city of Akmolinsk, where they tried to find work and improve their
plight. Orphanages were overflowing with homeless children. The population ate cats, dogs, and
surrogates (CSA RK. F. 82. S.1. F. 280. L. 12). It should be emphasized that the registration of
hunger strikers began to be carried out in Kazakhstan only since November 1921. If in November
1921 in Kazakhstan, according to the People's Commissariat of Health, 1 million 559 thousand 911
people were starving or 315 starving per 1 thousand people, then in April 1922, the number of hungry
reached 2 million 471 thousand 740 people (CSA RK. F. 82. S. 1. F. 212. L. 22). Thus, almost 50% of
the Kazakhstan population was enclosed by hunger. In Akmola province, in April 1922, according
to the People's Commissariat of Health, 472 thousand starved. In the Semipalatinsk province,
which included the Karkaralinsky district, the number of hungry people reached 14 thousand 505
people (CSARK. F. 82.S. 1. F. 212. L. 25).

Famine to a large extent contributed to the emergence of epidemics such as tuberculosis,
typhus, smallpox, malaria, cholera and others. For example, in 1922 36 thousand 524 people caught
typhus in Akmola province, 4 731 people were infected with cholera, 4 thousand 234 people were
infected with malaria, scurvy — 1137, dysentery — 2 thousand 780 people (CSA RK. F. 82. S. 1. F. 212.
L.7). The head of the Akmola County Health Department in his report at the provincial meeting
noted that "the mortality of Kyrgyz from infectious diseases (typhus, smallpox, tuberculosis) is huge"
(CSA RK. F. 82. S.1. F. 212. L. 8). In Akmola province in 1922, 8 373 people died in hospitals.
(CSARK.F.82.S.1.F.212. L. 13).

The sources of the North Kazakhstan State Archive contain information about the difficult
situation in the Atbasar district. "On January 30, 1922, the Atbasar County Commission for Famine
Relief provided the following information: "In total, 12284 people were registered as starving
migrants in 18 volosts and Atbasar, 17240 local people. Those and others together 29524 people.
Together with the lists of the hungry, petitions were received for the satisfaction of the hungry in the
county. Not only the settlers, but also the locals, in the absence of bread and other products, eat the
corpses of fallen animals, skin, especially in the western volosts of the county, which suffered a
complete crop failure. According to official data of the Ministry of Health, more than 50% of diseases
are caused by hunger" (NKSA. F. 1616. S. 1. F. 1. L. 35).

As of January 1, 1922, 14962 people were registered as starving migrants from 24 volosts and
the city in Atbasarsky Uyezd, and 22439 people were registered as local population. Ukompomgol
reported that this information is far from complete due to the fact that starving people arrive daily
from hungry provinces, and also no information was provided from the Kazakh population, due to
the remoteness from the city. There are a lot of deaths in both the city and the county. It is not possible

79



ISSN 1814-6961 E-ISSN 2788-9718 Oman mapuxwvr 2023. Ne 26 (1)

to specify the quantity for lack of information from the Ministry of Health (NKSA. F. 1616. S. 1. F. 4.
L. 56). In the report on the situation in the Atbasar district in the period from March 3 to March 29,
1922 Ukompomgol reported: "The county is in the most difficult situation of famine... There are no
pit points and canteens in [the] county, and for lack of funds and food, it is not necessary to open
[them] and talk [about them].... Every day representatives arrive from the volosts of the districts,
categorically demanding bread for the hungry, with factual data, resolutions, protocols and other
facts about the nightmarish cases of hunger and starvation, indicating [that] the famine has reached
the extreme and people are doomed to starvation. Especially the district of the county, where they
eat skin, bones, fallen animals, eat dried apricots, cake, clay - there are no products as such. In other
volosts of the county, all the working cattle were eaten..." (NKSA. F. 1616. S. 1. F. 4. L. 56rev.).

With the increase in the number of hungry, child homelessness also increased. For example,
on December 1, 1921, there were 128,000 street children in the KSSR, and on December 31 —
158,000, in January the number of street children increased to 333043 people (SARF. F. 1058. S. 1.
D.175. L. 1).

In 1922, there were 14 orphanages in Akmola province, where there were 9.426 thousand
children and 4 infantries for infants up to 3 years. According to sources, infant mortality was high
and reached 40% (SAAR. F. 115. S. 1. F. 5. L. 42). Driven to despair by the pangs of hunger,
people began to eat fried, boiled and even raw human meat. They ate not only the meat of corpses,
but also people killed daily for these purposes (SARF. F. 1058. S. 1. F. 175. L. 23rev.).

Due to the famine of 1921-1923, the handicraft production of the republic also declined.
Handicraft workers, having no means to support their families, were forced to sell their tools
(SARF. F. 1065. S. 2. F. 116. L. 173). According to the Labor Exchange, there were more than
3000 unemployed people in Kazakhstan on August 1, 1922. As hunger increases the unemployment
rate may increase to 18000 people. To improve the life of the unemployed commissions were
created at Labor Exchanges whose duties included the construction of overnight houses cheap
apartments, free canteens with cheaper lunches (SARF. F. 1065. S. 2. F. 116. L. 29rev.). As a
reflection of the consequences of the famine, it should be noted that the population of Akmola
province decreased by almost 30% in relation to 1920. Of the total number of state-owned enterprises,
40% were active, 35% were inactive and 25% were leased. Of 127 artisanal artels, 50% were inactive.
The number of closed schools reached 80% (SARF. F. 1065. S. 2. F. 116. L. 204).

In order to solve the problem provincial special commissions were created to help the population,
which determine the activity of all supporting bodies in this issue. Thus on August 23, 1921 the
Akmola Provincial Commission of Starve Control was organized first at the provincial committee
and then on the basis of the Central Executive Commission distribution to help the population of
Kyrgyzstan No. 4515 (CSA RK. F. 1215. S. 1. F. 19. L. 50rev.). First the tasks of the provincial
committee were: voluntary donations in favor of starving regions and the management of the entire
region in the public Governor's Office. Thus the provincial commission started its work. As a material
background, periodic 2- and 3-week donations were performed in accordance with the requirements
of the public service (CSA RK. F. 1215. S. 1. F. 19. L. 51).

In Petropavlovsk there were founded 8 eating houses, 5 units in Kokchetav, 3 in Atbasar, 3 in
Akmolinsk. There were 19 tables in all cities. The register number of starving people both local, and
refugees in January, February and March 1922 reached: 150000 people in Petropavliovsk County,
114000 people in Kokchetavsky County, 10000 people in Atbasarsky County, 66397 people in
Akmolinsky. In total the number came up to 340397 people (CSA RK. F. 1215. S. 1. F. 19. L. 53).

The famine especially affected Priishimsky, Middle-Arginsky, Baganalinsky and Krasivinsky
Atbasarsky districts as well as Krivo-Ozernsky, Konstantinovsky, Balkashinsky and parts of
Shchuchinsky volost, Aleksandrovsk, Kayandinsky and karachinsky district of Kokchetavsky district.
A significant part of the population was Kirghiz (Kazakhs) engaged in cattle farming, they did not
have the opportunity to buy bread. 10% of grain seeds were given to the population but they didn’t get
the addressee because the distance to go to get the seeds was too long 1000-1500 versts, and the
Kirghiz who received grain did not agricultural instruments and could do nothing but eat the seeds.
The Russian population of these regions either did not get the seeds at all or a got small amount to
plant. This also led to fast poverty. Studying the difficult situation of the Kirghiz population the
Central Commission of Starve Control and the Red Cross provided the regions with food and
medical treatment. (SARF. F. 1065. S. 2. F. 116. L. 58rev.). Despite the continuous problems with
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material and physical resources the activity of the Akmola Provincial Starve Control Commission
aimed to help poor residents of Akmola province.

5. Conclusion. Studying the research analysis results, it is necessary to note that the heavy
socio-economic and demographic effects of 1921-1923 famine were the result of the Soviet Union
economic policy, the following Imperial and civil wars, draught and jute (mass cattle death). On the
background of hard economic situation in the country and a food crisis, the ethno demographic
picture of the region was also changed. The severity and tragedy of the considered years (1921-1923)
were concluded in the quality of specific subjective circumstances in northern Kazakhstan.
First, deprivation caused by war as it is in which the region was one of the epicenters and servile
obligations in favor of warring parties. Second, requisitioning of products (prodrazverstka) in 1921
that deprived the population not only of cultivated grain, but also the seed supply was actually
taken away.

It should be noted that the significant deprivation faced the horse and cattle farming: the
mobilization of horses in 1921, as well as the reduce of draught oxen by 20% compared to 1917. The
migration of refugees from other provinces and regions (Volga region, Bashkiria etc.) and mass
transitions outside the Republic also worsened the situation.

The reduction of the rural economy main industries and growth of unemployed people took
place in negative social relations resulting in street robbery and other crimes. Out of the famine there
appeared occasions of cannibalism, the archival documents witness the mass growth homeless
children. Mass epidemics of the population (typhus, cholera, dysentery, malaria) and epizootic disease
have become symbols of the considered years. The food crisis of 1921-1923 years aggravated
the situation. These events have accordingly become a serious connection to the subsequent
development of Kazakhstan.
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