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Abstract. [ntroduction. This article examines the fate of women, especially mothers, in the South
Kazakhstan region in the conditions of Stalinist political repressions of the 30-50s of the XX century. This
period is considered as a historical phenomenon reflecting the complex influence of the totalitarian system
on society. The study was conducted within the framework of theories of gender history and historical
memory and aimed at Interdisciplinary analysis of the impact of repressive policies on the social status of
women, the institution of the family and collective consciousness. As the experience of women has not been
adequately disclosed in previous studies, this work seeks to fill said scientific gap. Purpose and objectives.
The main goal of the study is to comprehensively identify the Social, Psychological and cultural
consequences of Stalinist repressions on the lives of women and mothers in southern Kazakhstan. In
accordance with this goal, the following tasks were set: to analyze the experience of everyday life of women
on the basis of archival and narrative data; to identify the transformation of their social role and status; to
show the influence of repression on the family structure; as well as to identify mechanisms for the formation
of historical memory through the fate of mothers. Results. The results of the study show that the women of
the repressed citizens were subjected to persecution and social marginalization at the institutional level as
"family members of the enemy of the people." They were excluded from the labor market, deported to
special settlements or involved in the camp system. These processes had a profound impact not only on the
socio-economic situation of women, but also on their psychological state. Nevertheless, mothers acted as the
main social agent maintaining the stability of the family, ensuring the continuity of cultural and moral values
through the upbringing of children. At the same time, their life experience has become an important element
of collective historical memory. Conclusion. Stalinist repressions had a systematic and long-term impact on
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the lives of women and reshaped the social structure of society. The fate of women of South Kazakhstan
occupies an important place in the processes of restoring historical justice and modernizing the national
historical consciousness, emphasizing their resilience and agency. The results of the study contribute to the
development of gender history and memory research and prove the relevance of introducing the experience
of victims of repression into scientific circulation.

Keywords: Stalinist repressions, South Kazakhstan, history of women, fate of mothers, historical memory,
gender research, archival data.
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Anpgarna. Kipicne. byn makanaga XX racelpabie 30—50-KbpaapslHAaFel CTATUHAIK CasCH KyFBIH-CYPTiH
xargaiipiaaarel OHTycTiK Kaszakcran eHipiHjeri oienjep, ocipece aHalaplblH TaFIbIphl 3€PTTEICII.
ATanfaH Ke3eH TOTAIMUTApPIBIK JXKYHEHIH KOFaMFa KEIICH I BIKITAJbIH KOPCETETIiH Tapuxu (DEHOMEH PEeTiHJe
KapacThIpbUIafpl. 3€epTTey TEHJIEpIiK TapuxX JKOHE TapUXH JKaJbl TEOPHsUIapbl asChIHAA IKYPri3iimir,
PETIPECCHSUTBIK, CasCATThIH OUETIEPIiH QJIEyMETTIK MopTeOeciHe, 0TOACKI WHCTUTYTHIHA >KOHE YOKBIMIIBIK
CaHara THUTI3TEH OCEpiH IOHApalblK TYpFbIA Tainjayra OarbITTanFad. byFaH jaediHri 3eprreysepiae
olfennepin Toxipubeci JKETKUTIKTI JEHTreWJe amblIMaraHABIKTaH, OYJl JKYMBIC aTallFaH FBUIBIMHU
OJIKBUTBIKTBIH OPHBIH TONTHIpYFa YMTHUIANGL. Makcamel men minoemmepi. 3epTTEYIIH HETI3Ti MaKcaThl —
cTauHAiK penpeccustiapapiy OHTycTik Kazakcranmarbl oienzep MeH aHajapjblH ©MipiHe THUri3reH
QJIEYMETTIK, TICUXOJIOTHSUIBIK JKOHE MOJIEHH CANJapblH KemleHAi Typae aHbikray. OChbl MakcaTka Coikec
KeJleci MiHJeTTep KOWBUIIBI: apXMBTIK JKOHE HAPPATUBTIK ACPEKTEp HETi3iHIAe oleNnaepAiH KYHAETIKTI oMip
TOXKIpUOECIH Tagay; OJapIblH OJIEYMETTIK peili MEH MopTeOeciHiH TpaHChHOPMANUICHH alKbIHIAY;
PEeNpPEcCUsTHBIH 0TOACH! KYPBUIBIMBIHA BIKIAJIBIH KOPCETY; COHJIAN-aK aHAIAp/AbIH TaFAbIPhl aPKbUIbI TAPUXH
JKaJIBIHBIH, KAJIBINITACy TETIKTEPiH aHbIKTay. Homuowcenep. 3epTTey HOTHKEIEpPI KOPCETKEHIEH, perpeccHsFa
VIIIBIparaH a3aMaTTapAblH OHeNIepi «XaJIbIK JKaybIHBIH OTOAChl MYIIENIEPI» PETIHAEC HHCTUTYHOHAJIBIK
JICHrelIe KyJajdaHbll, QJICYMETTIK MapruHanu3anusra yinbiparan. Onap eHOeK HapbIFbIHAH IICTTETLIIIL,
apHalibl KOHBICTApFa >KEp ayJapbUIbIll HEMECE JIarephllik Kykere TapTeuFaH. byn yiepictep obennepaiy
QJIEyMETTIK-3KOHOMHUKAJIBIK, JKaFaliblHa FaHa €MeC, OJIapJIblH ICHXOJIOTHsUIBIK KYHIHE 1€ TepeH acep eTTi.
Coran KapamacTaH, aHanap oTOACBHIHBIH TYPaKTBUIBIFBIH CAKTAYIIbl HETI3T1 QJIeyMETTIK areHT PETiHJIE SpEeKeT
eTin, Oanamapnael TopOWENey apKbUIBI MOJEHH KOHE MOPAIBABIK KYHIBUIBIKTAPIBIH Ca0aKTaCTHIFBIH
KamTamach3 eTTi. CoHbIMEH Oipre, ONapbIH OMIpIIiK THKIpUOECi YKBIMIBIK TAPUXH KAIBIHBIH MaHBI3/IbI
J7eMeHTiHe aiHanmraH. Kopwvimbinovl. CTaTMHIIK KYFBIH-CYPTiH OHENICpIiH OMipiHe XYHWell XoHe Y3aK
Mep3iMIi ocep eTil, KOFaMHBIH oJEYMETTIK KYPBUIBIMBIH KaiTa KamsimracTeipael. OHTycTik Kasakcran
olfenepiHiH TaFIbIphl OJAPIBIH TO3IMIUII MEH areHTTINITH alKbIHIAi OTBHIPHIN, TAPUXU SMINETTLTIKTI
KaJIITBIHA KENTIPYy MEH VJITTHIK TapUXH CaHAHBI JKAHFBIPTY YACPICTEPiHIEe MaHBI3ABI OPBIH ajaabl. 3epTTey
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AHHOTaumMsl. Bseedenue. B 3TOH craThe HcciemyeTcs cynnOa >KeHIIWH, ocoOeHHO Marepeit, B HOxHo-
KaszaxcTtanckoM pernoHe B YCIOBUSX CTaIMHCKUX NoiuTHdeckux penpeccuit 30-50-x rogoB XX Beka.
JaHHBIA TepHOA paccMaTpUBAETCsl KaK HCTOPUYECKUI (EHOMEH, OTpaKalolMi KOMIUIEKCHOE BIIHMSHUE
TOTAJINTAPHON cUCcTeMBbl Ha o0mmecTBo. VccnenoBanue NpoBOAMTCS B paMKax TEOPUH MeHAEPHON UCTOPUHU U
HMCTOPUYECKOM MaMATH M HAIIPaBIIEHO HAa MEKIAVCIHIUIMHAPHBIN aHAJN3 BIUSAHUS PETPECCUBHOMN MONMUTHKA
Ha COLMANbBHBIM CTAaTyC KEHIIUH, HHCTUTYT CEMbU U KOJUIEKTMBHOE CO3HaHHue. [I0CKONbKY B MpEebIayLInX
HCCIICIOBAHUAX OMBIT JKEHIIUH OBl HEJOCTATOYHO OTKPHIT, 3Ta paboTa CTPEMHTCS 3alOJIHUTh YKa3aHHBIN
Hay4dHBIA mpoOen. [[ens u 3a0auu. OCHOBHAS IENb WCCIEIOBAHUA-KOMIUIEKCHOE BBISBICHHE COLMABHBIX,
TICUXOJIOTUYECKUX M KYJIBTYPHBIX ITOCHEJCTBHI CTAJMHCKHX PENpeccHil B JKM3HM JKEHIIMH U MaTrepen
Oxnoro Kazaxcrana. B cooTBeTCTBHM € 3TOM LENBIO OBUTH MOCTABJICHBI CIEAYIOMINE 3a1a41: aHAJI3 OIbITa
[IOBCEAHEBHOW JKU3HM JKGHIIMH HA OCHOBE AapXMBHBIX W HAppaTUBHBIX MJaHHBIX; OIpEACICHUE
TpaHCOPMaIH HX COLMAIBHON POJIM M CTaTyca; IEMOHCTpAILUs BIUSHUS PENPECCHI HA CTPYKTYPY CEMBH;
a TaKKe BBIBICHHE MEXaHW3MOB (OPMHPOBAHUS HCTOPUYECKOW MaMATH 4epe3 CyAbObl Marepeil.
Peszynomamur. Pe3ynpTaThl HCCIeOBaHUS IOKa3bIBAIOT, YTO JKEHLIMHBI PEIPECCUPOBAHHBIX TIPakKIaH
[TO/IBEPTAJINCh TPECIEOBAHUAM M COIHAIbHONH MapruHaM3aldd Ha WHCTUTYLIMOHAIHFHOM YPOBHE Kak
«WJIEHBl CeMbU Bpara Hapoja». OHHM ObLIM OTCTPaHEHBI OT PhIHKA TPYJa, AECHOPTUPOBAHBI B CIICIUATILHEIC
MOCEJICHUs] WJIM BOBJICYECHBI B JIATEPHYIO CHUCTEMY. OTH MPOLECCH TIIyOOKO MOBIMSJIM HE TOJIBKO Ha
COLMATPHO-3KOHOMHYECKOE TIOJ0KEeHHE JKEHIIINH, HO ¥ Ha WX NICHUXOJIOTHYECKOe coCcTosTHUE. TeM He MeHee,
MaTepH, BHICTYIIAsi B Ka4EeCTBE OCHOBHOTO COIMAJIBHOTO arcHTa, MOJACPKUBAIOIIETO CTAOMIBHOCTh CEMBH,
o0ecrevrBaiy MMPeeMCTBEHHOCTb KYJIBTYPHBIX M MOPJIBHBIX LIEHHOCTEH MOCPEICTBOM BOCIHMTAHHS JETEH.
[Ipy 3TOM MX XKM3HEHHBIH ONBIT CTAJ BAYKHBIM 3JIEMEHTOM KOJUIEKTUBHON MCTOPHYECKOW MaMsTH. Bvigoo.
CranuHCKHE PEeNpeccHy OKa3ajld CHUCTEMHOE M JIOJTOCPOYHOE BIMSHWE HAa KXHU3Hb JKCHIIMH M M3MEHHIIH
COLIMANIbHYIO CTPYKTYpy oOmectBa. Cyap0a I0KHO-Ka3axXxCTaHCKUX JKEHIIUH 3aHUMAeT Ba)KHOE MECTO B
mporeccax BOCCTAHOBICHHMS HCTOPHUYECKOW  CHIPaBEUIMBOCTH M MOJCPHHU3ALMH  HAIMOHAJIBHOTO
HUCTOPUYECKOTO CO3HAHUS, ONpelesisisi MX CTOMKOCTh W aKTHBHOCTb. Pe3ysbTaThl HCCIIEIOBaHUS BHOCST
BKJIaJ B pa3BUTHE MCCIIEIOBAaHUN T'e€HEPHOIN UCTOPUH U MaMATH U MTOATBEPKIAIOT aKTYalbHOCTh BBEJICHUS B
HAYYHBIH 000POT OMBITA KEPTB PENPECCHUI.

KaroueBbie cioBa: crammHCKue peripeccuu, FOxHbpiii Kaszaxcran, MCTOpHs JKEHIIMH, Cyan0a MaTepei,
HCTOpHYECKasl MaMsTh, TeHICPHbIE NCCIIEOBAHNS, apXUBHBIE TaHHBIE.
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Introduction. The period of Stalinist political repressions in the history of Kazakhstan in the 30-50s
of the XX century is considered the most tragic and difficult for society. This process had serious
consequences not only for political figures and intellectuals, but also for members of their families, including
women and mothers. Spouses and mothers of repressed persons were persecuted as "family members of the
enemy of the people", subjected to social restrictions and excluded from society. Such political pressure on
women radically changed the role of raising their families and children, their social status and the
opportunity to participate in public life. However, because previous research has often focused on political
and legal aspects, women's life experiences, psychological repercussions, and their place in historical
memory have not been adequately addressed. This gap increases the relevance of the field of gender history
and historical memory in modern historical science. Through the fate of women, one can fully understand the
impact of Stalinist repressions on the social structure of society, the institution of the family and the
historical consciousness between generations. The South Kazakhstan region is a region that is distinguished
by historical, demographic and social characteristics. The study of the fate of women and mothers in this
region allows us to reveal socio-historical trends at the regional level. Research conducted on the basis of
archival data, commemorative records and materials of oral history allows us to comprehensively consider
the social consequences of repression, the life experience of women and the process of formation of
historical memory.Therefore, the relevance of this topic is determined from several points of view:the social
impact of Stalinist repressions on women's lives, especially on the fate of mothers, study of psychological
and cultural impact.Filling gaps in science by addressing issues of gender history and historical memory at
the regional level.Preserving the historical name of the victims of repression and contributing to the
formation of public consciousness. From this point of view, the study of the fate of Mothers victims of
repression in southern Kazakhstan is an important scientific problem not only for historical science, but also
for the formation of the historical consciousness of society and the restoration of historical justice. The
choice of South Kazakhstan as a research area is due to the possibility of considering the consequences of
political repression in the region for women and their families on the basis of specific personnel and regional
data. The identified group of women associated with South Kazakhstan, who were in the karlag and Algerian
system, their personal biographies and memories of their descendants allow us to study the influence of
repression on family structure, social status of women and intergenerational historical memory at a
microistoric level. From this point of view, South Kazakhstan is an important historical space that allows us
to study the regional picture of the general Soviet repressive policy through the fate of women.

Materials and methods. In the course of the study, a complex of various sources was used, which
made it possible to consider the fate of women and mothers in the South Kazakhstan region during the period
of Stalinist political repressions of the 30-50s of the XX century. Among the sources, archival documents,
statistical data, commemorative materials and scientific literature were widely attracted. In particular,
personal files of repressed citizens stored in the central and regional archives of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
forensic investigation materials, documents related to deportation and special resettlement, as well as reports
of local executive bodies were considered as the main research materials. At the same time, Memoirs of
relatives of victims of repression, oral history data and published documentary collections were also used as
important sources in the study [Political repressions in Kazakhstan, 2010].

The problem of Stalinist political repression has become widely studied in the historiography of
Kazakhstan, mainly during the years of independence. During the Soviet period, this topic was not openly
discussed due to ideological restrictions, and many archival materials were kept secret. At the end of the
twentieth century, with the beginning of the process of rehabilitating victims of political repression, there
was a wide opportunity to study the history of repression from a scientific point of view. As a result, archival
funds that had previously been closed were put into scientific use, which made it possible to
comprehensively analyze the true scale and consequences of Stalin's repressions. The works of domestic
historians are of particular importance in the study of the problem of Stalinist repressions in Kazakhstan. In
studies in this direction, the causes of repressive policy, the mechanisms of its implementation, the scale and
the impact it had on the social structure of society are considered in detail. In particular, in the works of
Manash Kozybayev, the consequences of the Stalinist totalitarian system on the Society of Kazakhstan, the
social and demographic results of political repression are widely analyzed. The scientist emphasizes that
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repressions covered not only representatives of the political elite, but also various social strata of society and

deeply influenced the life of society as a whole. In addition, there are works of other scientists who have

specially studied the topic of political repression in Kazakhstan's historiography. For example, the research

of Kamal Burkhanov and Talas Omarbekov examines the political and social background of Stalinist

repressions, its impact on the demographic development and social structure of Kazakh society. In these

works, on the basis of archival data, the fate of the victims of repression, the social status of their family

members, as well as the regional features of the repressive policy are analyzed.

In recent years, there has been a formation of new directions in the study of the history of repression.
In particular, more and more works are devoted to the study of the personal destinies of victims of political
repression, the life experience of their family members, especially women and children. Such studies make it
possible to more deeply understand not only the political, but also the socio-humanitarian consequences of
Stalinist repressions. From this point of view, the study of the fate of wives and mothers of victims of
repression in the South Kazakhstan region is one of the most relevant trends in the historiography of
Kazakhstan [Kozybayev, 1992: 172].

The influence of Stalinist repressions on the National intelligentsia and various social strata of society
is also considered in detail in the works of Mambet Koigeldiev. The researcher, analyzing the influence of
Stalinist policy on the social structure of Kazakh society, the process of formation of the national elite and
public consciousness, identifies the long-term historical consequences of the repressive campaign
[Koigeldiev, 2009]. In recent years, researchers have paid special attention to the social and anthropological
consideration of the history of Stalinist repressions. In the works of this direction, issues related to the fate of
family members of victims of repression, including women and children, are widely studied. Such studies
make it possible to more deeply understand the influence of totalitarian politics not only at the political level,
but also on the social and cultural life of society. At the same time, the direction of gender history in the
study of the problem of repression in World historiography is also widely developed. Gender studies allow
us to analyze the influence that political and social processes have had on women's lives. In this context,
Joan Wallach Scott considers the concept of gender as one of the most important categories of historical
analysis, emphasizing the scientific significance of studying the social experience of women in historical
research [Scott, 1999].

In recent years, special attention has been paid to the direction of studying the problem of historical
memory in historical science. In this context, Jan Assmann developed the theory of cultural memory and
scientifically analyzed the mechanisms of preservation and transmission of historical events in the public
consciousness from generation to generation [Assmann, 2011]. This theory lays an important theoretical
foundation for studying how the fate of victims of Stalinist political repression, including mothers, is
preserved in public memory. In addition, documentary collections and source publications dedicated to the
victims of political repression were published in Kazakhstan. In such works, investigative materials of
repressed citizens, court sentences and various archival documents are systematized. These data allow us to
analyze the fate of women and mothers on the basis of specific historical examples [Political repressions in
Kazakhstan: collection of documents and materials, 2010]. Thus, although in modern historiography the
problem of Stalinist repressions is considered quite comprehensively, the fate of repressed mothers in the
South Kazakhstan region and their place in historical memory as an object of special study is not sufficiently
studied. Therefore, the regional consideration of this issue is one of the most relevant scientific directions for
historical science. In the process of analyzing the sources used in the article, a complex of scientific methods
widely used in historical science was used. In particular, through the historical and comparative method, the
fate of women in the South Kazakhstan region was considered in the context of general Stalinist repressions
and analyzed in comparison with the situation in other regions. The historical and systemic method made it
possible to comprehensively consider the influence of repressive policies on the family structure, the social
status of women and their public status. Also, through the historical and genetic method, the prerequisites for
the formation and stages of development of the practice of harassment against women were determined. The
study also used a gender analysis approach and considered the social role of women in the context of
political repression, the position of mothers in the family and society, as well as the socio-psychological
consequences they suffered as a result of repression. In addition, through the methods of studying historical
memory, the features of preserving the fate of mothers who were victims of repression in the public
consciousness, the formation of a culture of memory and the mechanisms of transmission of historical
memory between generations were analyzed. The set of sources and scientific methods used in this way
makes it possible to comprehensively study the fate of women of South Kazakhstan during the period of
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Stalinist repressions, their social experience and the features of the formation of historical memory. An
important place in the regional study of the problem of political repression in southern Kazakhstan is
occupied by the works of S. U. Bakhtorazov [Bakhtorazov, 2022]. His Ph. D. thesis" political repression in
southern Kazakhstan in 1920-1930-X years " examines the socio-political situation in the Kazakh Assr in the
1920-1930s, the causes, scale and consequences of mass political repression in southern Kazakhstan. The
author considers the features of the repressive policy during the period of industrialization and forced
collectivization and its manifestations in the region. Later, research in this direction was carried out on the
topic "political repression in the southern region of Kazakhstan (1917-1939 GG.)". However, since the main
object of these works is the process of political repression in general, the personal destinies of repressed
women, their maternal experience and historical memory are not fully considered as a matter of special
study. Among the works that specifically studied repressed women in Kazakhstan, K. K. Sarsembina
[Sarsembina, 2004] "Kazakhstan women — the causes of political repression (1925-1938 GG.a special place
is occupied by the Ph. D. thesis".

Based on archival materials, the study examines the fate of Kazakh women subjected to political
repression, their political, legal and social status, life in prisons and labor camps. The author also points out
the consequences of political repression on family relations and points out that the punishment of women
affected family and public relations, not just the individual. In a study of the institutional facets of women's
repression, A. R. Of great importance is the study of Kukushkina [Kukushkina, 2001] Akmola "camp of
women who betrayed their homeland" — dedicated to the history of Algeria. The author considered the
regulatory and organizational foundations of the establishment of the Camp, its place in the gulag system, the
social composition of female prisoners, labor and living conditions in the camp. The study also touched upon
the fate of women's children after their arrest and the problems of women's re-adaptation to society after their
release from the camp. In the later historiography of the Algerian question, A. S. Musagalieva [Musagalieva,
2016] also deserves attention. The author considers the history of the Algerian women's camp in northern
Kazakhstan on the basis of historiographic and archival data and pays attention to the history of the
imprisonment of the wives of state, party and public figures recognized as "enemies of the people" in the
camp in 1937-1938. This work makes it possible to determine the relationship of repressive policies against
women with the camp system.

In the study of the fate of repressed women from the point of view of historical memory, the article by
Z. K. Suraganova [Suraganova, 2018]. "Algeria as a phenomenon "women" in repressed memories of the
Kazakh people" is important. Using field materials and subsequent data collected in 1990-1991, the author
analyzes public memories of Algerian prisoners and the peculiarities of the preservation of women's
deprivation of freedom in the memory of the people. Therefore, this work allows us to consider the history of
repressed women not only as a political event, but as a phenomenon of collective and social memory. The
article "History and fate of repressed Kazakh women in Kazakhstan" by A. Makatai [Makatai, 2012] is also
devoted to the fate of Kazakh women during the years of repression. The work discusses the political
repressions of 1937-1938, the history of Kazakh women who served their sentences in the Algerian and
Karlag systems. This study is valuable in that it reflects the fate of repressed Kazakh women in the context of
national history. Recent studies also focus on the legal mechanism of repression directed at women
[Shashaeva, 2026]. In a study published in 2026, the fate of women classified as "family members of traitors
to the Fatherland" is analyzed on the basis of archival documents. The author considers the impact of
Stalinist repressive policies on women and families, the situation of family members of Alash figures and
the camp experience of women.

Thus, an analysis of the available studies shows that the problem of repressed women in Kazakhstan
has been studied in several directions: the history of political repression in general, the Algerian and gulag
system, the political and legal status of women, camp everyday life and problems of historical memory.
However, most of the research focuses on the history of Algeria or the repression of women on the scale of
Kazakhstan. There is still not enough research to consider in a single complex the specific personal affairs of
repressed women in southern Kazakhstan, the fate of mothers, the state of family disintegration and children,
the social life of women after repression and the influence of their memories on the formation of historical
memory. Therefore, studying the fate of women of South Kazakhstan through archival investigative cases,
personal documents, memoirs and materials of oral history, their differentiation on the basis of the theory of
historical memory and discourse analysis can reveal the scientific novelty of the topic.

Discussions and results. During the years of Stalinist political repressions, various social strata of
Kazakhstan's society became the object of repressive policy. This campaign involved not only political

T
1336




ISSN: 1814-6961 ISSN: 2788-9718 Oman mapuxwi. 2026. T. 29 (3)

SO0
figures and representatives of the National intelligentsia, but also members of their families. Women and
mothers in particular clearly felt the consequences of the Soviet system of punishment. One of the distinctive
features of the Soviet repressive policy was the introduction of the concept of "family members of the enemy
of the people." As a result, many women were prosecuted for the "counter-revolutionary actions" of their
husbands or close relatives and subjected to various administrative and social restrictions [Political
repressions in Kazakhstan: collection of documents and materials, 2010]. An analysis of archival documents
in the South Kazakhstan region shows that the policy towards family members of repressed citizens has been
implemented on a large scale. The wives of repressed citizens were excluded from social and political life,
released from their positions and placed under the control of local authorities. In some cases, they were
deported to special settlements or sent to labor camps. Such measures dealt a serious blow to the social status
of many families and directly affected the upbringing and standard of living of children. The repressive
policy of the Soviet authorities also had a significant impact on the social status of women. Women accused
of being the" wife of an enemy of the people" were isolated from society, and their opportunities for
education, work and participation in public life were limited. This situation placed a great burden on their
psychological and social situation. As researcher Manash Kozybayev noted, Stalinist repressions affected all
social strata of society and radically changed the fate of many families [Kozybayev, 1992].

The life path of repressed mothers in the South Kazakhstan region is often characterized by social
adaptation and struggle for life. Archival data and commemorative materials show that women, despite the
difficult living conditions, made every effort to raise their children and preserve the integrity of the family.
This proves that the life experience of mothers played an important role in maintaining the social stability of
society even in the conditions of a totalitarian system [Koigeldiev, 2009]. At the same time, the fate of the
victims of repression has become an important component of the historical memory of society. Over the
years of independence, systematic work has been carried out in Kazakhstan to commemorate the victims of
political repression, justify their names and restore historical justice. This process significantly contributed to
the formation of the historical consciousness of society. In this context, Jan Assmann emphasizes that in the
theory of cultural memory, historical events are transmitted from generation to generation through collective
memory [Assmann., 2011]. Therefore, the fate of mothers who became victims of repression also becomes
an integral part of the public memory and occupies an important place in the process of restoring historical
justice. Today, monuments, memorial complexes and scientific research dedicated to the memory of victims
of political repression in the South Kazakhstan region have a significant impact on the formation of historical
memory. Such initiatives allow society to rethink past historical periods, to understand more deeply the
consequences of the totalitarian system. This process is of great importance not only for scientific research,
but also in terms of the spiritual revival and formation of the historical consciousness of society.

The results of the study prove that the fate of women, especially mothers, in the South Kazakhstan
region during the period of Stalinist political repression is an important historical phenomenon that clearly
shows the dire consequences of totalitarian policy. The social consequences of repressions influenced not
only the lives of individuals, but also the historical memory of society as a whole, contributing to the
formation of today's historical consciousness. Archival documents and commemorative materials describe in
detail the fate of women during the period of Stalinist repressions. Wives and mothers of repressed citizens
were often persecuted as "family members of the enemy of the people" and subjected to various social and
administrative restrictions. Archival data indicate that they were deported to special settlements, released
from their places of Service, and some were sent to labor camps [SASKR. F. 42, Inv. 1, File 125]. Archival
materials and data collections allow us to show the fate of women in the South Kazakhstan region using
specific historical examples. For example, in 1937, in the materials of inspections conducted in Shymkent
District, 18 women were registered on charges of "involvement in counter-revolutionary activities", all of
them were taken under social control [SASKR. F. 11, Inv. 1, File 57]. Political repression also had a
significant impact on the social status of women. Women accused of being the" wife of an enemy of the
people " were isolated from society and limited in their opportunities for education, employment and
participation in public life. The fact that this situation had serious consequences for their social and
psychological situation is reflected in archival documents [APRK. F. 141, Inv. 1, File 2828, fol. 50].

Commemorative materials and oral history data also highlight the role of repressed mothers in the
family and society. Many women have made efforts to raise their children and save their families, despite the
difficult situation. This practice to some extent Shymkent City State Archive [SCSA. F. 5, Inv. 1, File 16].
From the point of view of historical memory, the fate of the victims of repression remains in the historical
consciousness of society to this day. Initiatives such as memorial complexes, scientific research and the

T
1337



ISSN: 1814-6961 ISSN: 2788-9718 —— Oman mapuxet. 2026. T. 29 (3)
'G\<32§E)/D'

publication of historical data expand the public's understanding of past times and contribute to the formation
of historical consciousness [CSA RK. F. 1380, Inv. 1, File 261, fol. 25]. There are many areas of Kazakh
history in the Soviet totalitarian period that still need to be studied in detail. One of them is the fate of
Kazakh women who were subjected to Stalinist repressions, were innocently accused, were in prisons or
served their sentences in special camps. They were often persecuted as" family members of those who
betrayed their homeland " and subjected to various pressures from society. In the 20-30s of the XX century,
representatives of the National intelligentsia and the political elite, who defended the national interests of the
Kazakh people and contributed to the socio-political and cultural development of the country, were at the
forefront of the struggle for freedom. In addition to their educational activities, they made efforts to solve
such important issues as the development of the national economy, improving the social situation of the
population, and the development of education and culture. However, the totalitarian policy of the Soviet
authorities did not allow them to realize these goals, and many figures became victims of Stalinist
repressions. As a result, their family members and close relatives were also persecuted, arrested and
convicted. In the 30s of the XX century, about 3 million people were repressed as a result of political
repressions carried out by the people's Commissariat of internal affairs (NKVD) on the scale of the Soviet
Union. However, to date, complete and accurate data on the exact scale of this campaign has not been
established. On the territory of Kazakhstan during this period, about 103 thousand people were repressed, of
which more than 25 thousand were executed. In the South Kazakhstan region, about 7 thousand people were
arrested, of which about 2.5 thousand were shot. However, these figures are not complete, because in the
course of archival searches carried out in subsequent years, previously unknown data and documents were
found, and the list of victims of repression was gradually replenished. Until mid-1930, there was no system
of special camps for women. In 1937, by a special order of the NKVD, the Akmola camp for women of the
"enemies of the people" was established on the territory of Kazakhstan. This camp was officially called the"
Akmola camp of women who betrayed their homeland", and later became popularly known as the
Akmolinsky camp Zhen izmennikov rodiny or Algiers. The wives, daughters, and relatives of senior party
and Soviet officials, as well as prominent scientists and writers convicted as "enemies of the people," were
arrested and employed here. They experienced various difficulties in the conditions of the camp and were
deprived of civil rights. The Algerian camp was organized as the 26th point of the 17th unit, which was part
of the Karlag system, in August 1937 near the settlement of the Revolution (Malinovka), located in the
south-west of the modern city of Astana. Although this camp was known as the" Akmola camp of traitors to
the motherland", it was actually only one structural unit of Karlag. The territory of the camp covered about
30 thousand hectares. Women sentenced to three to eight years in prison are sentenced here.

The Akmola women's camp was administratively subordinate to Karlag. And the system of Karaganda
labor camps did not look at the leadership of the Republic, but directly at the Gulag administration. The
center of this system was located in Moscow. The wives of intellectuals and famous figures sentenced to
death as" enemies of the people " were convicted by paragraph 17 of Article 58 of the Criminal Code of the
RSFSR, that is, they were sentenced to imprisonment for a period of 8 years. And the wives of those who
were serving their "sentences" in the camp were sentenced to a term of 3-5 years. Sentenced to Algeria for a
term of 8 years: turar ryskulov's wife-Aziza Ryskulova, Sultanbek Kozhanov's wife - Kulandam Kozhanova,
Seitkali Mendeshov's wife - Razia Mendeshova, Temirbek Zhurgenov's wife - Damesh Ermekova -
Zhurgenova, Sanzhar Asfendiyarov's wife-Rabiga Asfendiyarova, zhanaydar Saduakasov's wife - Elizaveta
Saduakasova, Beimbet Mylin's wife is kunzhamal mylina, Suleiman Eskarayev's wife is Mariam Eskaraeva,
Gabbas Tugzhanov's wife is Mariam Tugzhanova, Saken Seifullin's wife is gulbakhram Seifullina, Uzakbay
Kulymbetov's wife is - Aish Kulymbetova, spouse of Nygmet Syrgabekov - Bibizhamal Syrgabekova,
spouse of Kaisar Tashtitov - Sagadat Tashtitova, spouse of Mukhametkali Tatimov - Shakitai Tatimova,
spouse of Ilyas Kabylov - Aisha Kabylova, spouse of Zhumat Shanin - Zhanbike Shanina, spouse of Zarap
Temirbekov - Sakypzhamal Nazarova, spouse of Atylash Kalmenov - Barshyn Kalmenova, Kabylbek
Sarmoldaev's wife is Mainur Sarmoldaeva, Aiteke Musin's wife is Khadija Musina, Daulet orazov's wife is
Madina Orazova, etc. Women sitting in Karlag, Algeria in the South Kazakhstan region: Altynbaeva Habiba
Muzafarovna, Aldabergenova Albusina, Altybaeva Balakyz, Akhmedova Kulzhan, Bagyzbayeva Sulukhan,
Bobaeva Hanai, Bushueva Natalia Ivanovna, Erubaeva Zeine, Zelenskaya Natalia Illarovna, Ibragimova
Amina, Inagamova Hibiba Ibragimovna, Lisina Akulzhan, Kabulova Abisha Kurbanbekovna, Makina Inish
Maldybayeva Sara nurmanovna, sadykova sulukul, Sarsenbayeva Fatima, Fleischer Ksenia Vissarionovna,
Ernst Maria Timofeevna , etc. (materials of the South Kazakhstan Regional Museum of victims of
repression). Mothers who were sitting in Algeria experienced a lot of trouble. They planted cattle, built a
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factory, reeds, dug, planted orchards, milked cows, etc.T. Ryskulov was arrested on May 21, 1937 in
Kislovodsk, where he was resting. And his wife Aziza Ryskulova was arrested on June 10, 1937 at her home
in Moscow and imprisoned in the Butyr prison. Turar ryskulov's 4-year-old daughter Saule is sent to an
orphanage, and her mother-in-law, Aripa Ataulova, is sent to Karlag, where she stays for 8 years and dies 5-6
days before leaving the camp. Aziza gives birth to her daughter Rida in prison. Aziza Peninsekovna
Ryskulova suffered a lot of hardships and suffering from the camp and worked as a veterinarian in Algeria.
In 1938, 2,103 women were delivered to Algeria, of which 655 were women with heavy legs or small
children. All women with heavy legs gave birth in the camp [Sarsembina K.K., 2004]. A total of 1,507
babies were born in the camp, and many of them died as a result of hunger and extreme cold. Children under
two years old were detained in a special "children's combine", and children who reached the age of four were
sent to the Osakarov orphanage. The deprivation of children from their mothers was usually carried out at
night. There have been cases when mothers were very depressed when they lost their children, and some
even went crazy from psychological stress. For example, the wife of the writer and political figure Saken
Seifullin, Gulbahram, hugged her for three days when her son Ayan died [Tasymbekov, 1994].

Family members of famous personalities also suffered a difficult fate. The sister of lawyer Zhakip
Akbayev and the wife of Nygmet Nurmakov zupnun spent 10 years of her life in prison and camps, while her
daughter Tamara died in an orphanage. Daulet Orazov, who was deputy chairman of the North Kazakhstan
regional executive committee, was arrested on August 1, 1937 as an "enemy of the people". Previously, he
worked in the Central Party Committee in Almaty and the Presidium of the Kazakh Central Committee, and
his wife Madina Orazova spent 8 years in Algeria, experiencing difficulties and grazing sheep. Kaisar
Tashtitov was the head of the Pro-Leninist Communist Youth Union of Kazakhstan, was captured by the
NKVD on October 24, 1937 and shot on March 17, 1938. His wife Sagadat Tashtitova spent 11 years of her
life in prisons: she visited the prisons of Almaty, Semipalatinsk, Novosibirsk and Krasnoyarsk, and then was
taken to the camp "Algeria" (point 26). Zarap Temirbekov in 1937 was the head of the press of Kazraikom
and the editor of the Republican newspaper "Leninshili Zhas". His wife Nazarova Sakipzhamal spent 8 years
in"Algeria", and the children Alma and Zhanart were placed in a special orphanage in the village of Sairam,
Shymkent region, as" children of the enemy of the people". It was only after many years that the great update
was able to be found in Kyrgyzstan. Bagyzbayeva Suluhan was born on February 14, 1905 in Shymkent. His
father, Esbol Koldasbekov, was literate in Russian and worked as a translator. Suluhan became the first child
in the family, after which five younger brothers and four younger sisters were born. Sulukhan's wife
Mambetali Bagyzbayev was born in 1893 in Kemerbastau village, Tulkubas district. He founded cotton
farming in the South, held the position of head of the agricultural department in the Shymkent regional party
committee, and was also a spiritual companion of Turar Ryskulov. On August 25, 1937, Mambetali
Bagyzbayev was arrested, and on February 19, 1938, the military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the
USSR sentenced him to death under Articles 58-7, 58-8, 58-11 of the Criminal Code of the RSFSR, the
sentence was executed on the same day. Suluhan Bagyzbayeva, as the" wife of an enemy of the people", was
imprisoned in Dolinka for five years. Two daughters and the only son were brought up in an orphanage.
Daughter Maya was taught in the Sorochinsky orphanage in Orsk with the surname "Mikhailovna". Zoya and
Sultanbek were sent to another orphanage. In 1943, at the age of 16, Sultanbek went to war and went
missing. In the following years, Maya Bagysbaeva, the wife of a professor of kaznu, a patriotic citizen
Omirbek Zholdasbekov, wrote in her memoirs: "My mother, who was just 32 years old, was arrested. In a
letter to my mother, there were the words: "I will wash with blood the slander that was covered by my father,
my whole family." He died at the front before the age of 19" [Bagysbaeva, 1993: 3]. After completing his
sentence, sulukhan Bagyzbayeva stayed in central Kazakhstan and got a black job. In 1945, Maya meets her
mother, who disappeared seven years later, in the village of Dolinka, and in 1946 returns to Shymkent.
Mambetali Bagyzbayev was acquitted on October 30, 1990 by the resolution of the Shymkent regional
prosecutor's office [ Yesenkarakyzy, 2006: 188-191].

Seilkhanova Balaim was born in 1914 in Sozak district in a nomadic family. From an early age, he
was fond of art, at the age of 16 he performed on field stages. The first role was Zhamal in Mukhtar Auezov's
play "in the shadow of old age". Eager for education, Balaim became one of the first Swallows of the
Komsomol and served in the district committee of the Komsomol. In this regard, the president of the
Republic of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev has made a significant contribution to the development of the
country. After returning home, he worked at the school. In the same period, he started a family with Sultan
Zhakenov, the head of the military security of the aschysaipolimetall plant. But in 1937, her husband was
accused of being an "enemy of the people" and arrested [South Kazakhstan Regional Museum of Victims of

T
1339



ISSN: 1814-6961 ISSN: 2788-9718 N Oman mapuxut. 2026. T. 29 (3)
'G\<32§E)/D'

Repression, 2025]. The children were also taken prisoner. Sultan Zhakenov was sentenced to death in
Shymkent, and Balaim was sentenced to 10 years of hard labor in the Arkhangelsk, Vologda, Yaroslav and
Kalinin regions of Russia. In 1943, he fell seriously ill and was hospitalized in a special hospital. A woman
surgeon named Evgenia Ilyinichina treated him and allowed him to sit down. In December 1947, when the
war ended, the 10-year term ended, and sister Balaim returned home. Until 1972, Seilkhanova Balaim held
various positions at the aschysaipolimetal plant, including 14 years as a director of the canteen and retired.
Then she married for the second time and had children (the South Kazakhstan Regional Museum of victims
of repressions, seilkhanova Balaim's personal folder). Shahizada Shonanova, who was in the Almaty prison
at the age of 35, was shot on March 9, 1938, 10 days after her husband Telzhan Shonanov. She is the
daughter of Aron Karatayev, the younger brother of Bakytzhan Karatayev. Shonanova was falsely accused of
involvement in the 1936 fire in the anatomy office at KAZ muu. The exploits of Kazakh women are also
unique. When their husbands were driven away, withstanding hunger and suffering, in addition to protecting
their children, they also took an active part in the search for their husbands. For example, B. zh.Aralbayev's
wife Sakipzhamal, who served as the Internal Affairs Committee of the Turkestan Assr at the age of 26,
repeatedly went to the mordva camp in search of her husband in 1935 [Aralbaeva, 1990]. And Magzhan
Zhumabayev's wife zylikha went in search of her husband in exile in Karelia 14 times [Kaharmanuly, 1997].
Sofia Tastemirova, the wife of Khamza Yesenzhanov, who was detained three times and persecuted for 17
years, went to the Krasnoyarsk Territory in search of her exiled husband, where she was employed as a
doctor [Beiskul, 2000]. The exact number of repressed women, including those shot and held in labor camps
(ETLS) and prisons, is not fully known. However, in the work of D. A. Shaimukhanov and S. D.
Shaimukhanova "Karlag" the number of women prisoners in Karlag is indicated as follows: 1933 — 2,304,
1934 — 3,011, 1936 — 3,260, 1938 — 7,511, 1939 — 17,099 [Shaimukhanov, Shaimukhanova, 1997: 21]. A. R.
Kukushkina notes that in 1938-1946 there were 4,482 women in the Akmola special department, of which
2,469 (55%) were representatives of Russian nationality, and 93 (2%) were representatives of Kazakh
nationality [Kukushkina, 2000]. In addition, A. Taigbekov writes that about 22 thousand female prisoners
suffered in Algeria [Tasymbekov, 1994].

The study of women subjected to political repression in 1937-1938, especially Kazakh women, the full
disclosure of their fate has a significant impact on the formation of national consciousness and spirit. It
suggests that the persecution of women is a policy directed against the unity of the nation and the integrity of
the country. Women, whose husbands were persecuted, withstood heavy suffering, went in search of their
exiled husbands, became their support and lived in the camp, thinking about their children and family
members. After leaving captivity, they searched for their children, tried to re-ignite the smoke of the family
and sought not to let the descendants forget their origin. Such heroism and fortitude, especially characteristic
of Kazakh women, remained an indelible example for posterity. As a result of false accusations and slander,
many Kazakh intellectuals were also arrested in 1937-1938 and shot as "enemies of the people". Their family
members and relatives were also arrested and tried. During the same period, the people's Commissariat of
Internal Affairs (NKVD) subjected about 3 million people throughout the USSR to political repression. In
Kazakhstan, during this period, 103 thousand people were repressed, of which more than 25 thousand were
shot. In South Kazakhstan Region, 7 thousand people were arrested and 2.5 thousand were shot. However,
many documents have not yet been found in full, and the search continues. Of particular importance in the
search and propaganda work in this direction is the work of the team headed by the director of the Museum
of victims of political repression of the South Kazakhstan region, the poet, holder of the order "Parasat",
Honored Worker of the Republic of Kazakhstan Khanbibi Yesenkarovna. In Kazakhstan, Algeria for the
women of the "enemy of the people" (Akmolinsky camp Zhen Izmennikov rodiny in Russian) was opened in
1937 by order of the NKVD as a Akmola camp for the wives of traitors to the motherland. Among the people
it was called "Algiers". In the camp, the wives, daughters and sisters of leaders in the party, Soviet bodies,
prominent scientists and writers were arrested, subjected to various humiliations and could not gain any
rights. Algeria was founded in August 1937 in the settlement of Revolution (Malinovka) in the south-west of
the modern city of Astana as the 26th point of the 17th division within the Karaganda camp. "Akmola camp
of traitors to the motherland" is only one section of Karlag. The camp covered an area of 30 thousand
hectares, where women sentenced to three to eight years in prison served their sentences. Although the
Akmola women's camp was subordinate to Karlag, the Karaganda camp was subordinate not to the
leadership of the Republic, but directly to the Gulag, and the capital of the Gulag was located in Moscow.
The release of women prisoners was only nominal, and the state continued to restrict their civil rights. They
did not have the right to live in large cities and Capitals, perform some types of activities, were registered
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with local authorities, and had limited employment and educational opportunities. In 1937-1938, the
campaign to cleanse the South Kazakhstan region of "enemies of the people", counter-revolutionaries and
members of the nationalist-Troitsky organization was more intense than in other regions. This region is legal,
since at that time it covered the lands of modern Shymkent, Aulieata and Kyzylorda. The mourning
campaign was aimed primarily at local party and Soviet workers, citizens who ruled the country. 576 people
joined the first leg, including 58 people who held the most responsible positions in the district and region.
Among them are Sabir Aitkhozhin, Nurysh Daniyarov, Abilkhair Dosov, Kazmukhamet Kuletov, Vladimir
Sluchak, Embergen Altynbekov, Ismail Satybaldiev, Suleiman Aisarin, Ziken Turanov, Mikhail Luker,
Iskandyrkhan Sattarkhanov, Azimkhan Kenesarin, Zhumanbek and Zhumabek Kistaubayev, Abbas
Kalambayev, Bakhyt Irzhanov, Kilybay Koseubayev, Makhmut there are such personalities as Iskakov,
Abildabek Utepbergenov, Akylbek Nurbekov [Yesenkarakyzy K., 2006]. The collection" Uznitsy Algira",
published in Moscow in 2003 with the support of the International Society" memorial " and the Association
of victims of illegal repression of Astana and Akmola region, contains a list of women subjected to political
repression. As a result of the examination, the names of 28 women in Karlag and Algeria were identified in
the South Kazakhstan region. Among them are Akshabayeva Ashir, Aldabergenova Albusina, Altybayeva
Balakyz, Asfendiyarova Rabia, Akhmedova Kulzhan, Bagyzbayeva Sulukhan, Baishoraeva Kulzhan,
Bobaeva Hanai, Zhantasova Utesh, Divaeva Fatima Kadyrovna, Erubaeva Zane, Zelenskaya Natalia
Illarionovna, Ibragimova Amina, Inagamova Hibiba Ibragimovna, Kabylova (Kabulova) Abisha
kurbanbekkyzy, Karlybayeva Rzakia, Konishcheva Evdokia Grigorievna, Lisina Akulzhan, Makina Inish,
Maldybayeva Sarah Nurzhanovna, Osmanova Fatima, Rustemova Magripa Muhammedzhanovna,
Ryskulova-Esengulova Aziza Peninsekovna, Esengulova Aripa Ataulovna, Sarsenbayeva Fatima, There is a
Fleisher Ksenia Vissarionovna, Kozhanova Kulandam, Ernst Maria Timofeevna. In addition, information
about such countrymen as Altynbaeva Khabiba Muzafarovna, Bushueva Natalia Ivanovna, Zhakenova-
Sultanova Balaim, Sadykova Sulukul, which are not included in the list, is obtained from the South
Kazakhstan Regional Museum of victims of political repression.

The study of the ways of life of these women, the analysis of their role in socio-political and Public
Service, and a realistic assessment from a historical point of view on the basis of archival data is an urgent
problem at the present stage. One of them is the fate of Sister Bagyzbayeva Suluhan.

Suluhan Bagyzbayeva was born on February 14, 1905 in Shymkent. Father Koldasbekov Esbol was a
competent Russian translator, five sons and five daughters were brought up in the family, Suluhan is the first
child. His wife Bagyzbayev Mambetali was born in 1893 in Kemerbastau village, Tulkubas District, South
Kazakhstan region. Mambetali Bagyzbayev developed cotton farming in the South, was the head of the
Agricultural Department of the Shymkent regional party committee and was recognized as the spiritual guide
of Turar ryskulov, a prominent representative of the Kazakh intelligentsia. On August 25, 1937, Bagyzbayev
Mambetali was arrested, and on February 19, 1938, by the decision of the military collegium of the Supreme
Court of the USSR, he was shot under Articles 58-7, 58-8, 58-11 of the RSFSR. Suluhan Bagyzbayeva, as
the" wife of an enemy of the people", was imprisoned in Dolinka for five years. He endured nervous
exhaustion, physical suffering, and after completing his sentence, he returned to Shymkent and made a living
from simple jobs. Three children of suluhan APA were taken from their father and mother and placed in an
orphanage. In her memoirs, Maya Bagyzbayeva said: "all three of us were taken to the orphanage. Soon, in
the ranks of the children of the "enemy of the people" in the crowd, we were loaded into a carriage and
driven to an unknown destination. We held hands and constantly held on to our clothes so as not to lose each
other. After a while, my two brothers were separated, and I was left alone." There, next to Maya, was a tutor
named Mikhail, who felt his care, and in the future he was pampered and surrounded with love. Maya
entered the Sorochinsky orphanage in Orsk, where her father's name was changed to Mikhail and she became
Maya Mikhailovna. And son Sultanbek and daughter Zoya were placed in other orphanages in Russia, and
Sultanbek escaped from the orphanage in 1942 and was detained in Kyzylorda. In 1943, at the age of 16, he
went to the front in excess of his age and aimed to wash off the slander against his father with his blood, but
died at the age of 19. And Zoya safely returned to her native country. In 1945, Maya Bagyzbayeva was
transferred to an orphanage in the village of Dolinka, the center of Karlag in Kazakhstan. This meeting had
its own meaning: Maya, who has been missing for seven years, finds her mother there. In her memoirs, Maya
writes: "When I was brought from Russia, I did not know a word of Kazakh, I did not understand anything. I
was admitted to the seventh grade of high school, but it turned out that there are only children of two or three
"enemies of the people" like me. We were not loved by other children, did not participate in school
ceremonies, parties. However, we realized with our inner feelings that our father and mother were honest,
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and we were ahead in class. We have proven ourselves through our passion for knowledge. When we
graduated from school, we were not accepted into the Pioneer, Komsomol. After the Universities of
Kazakhstan did not take me to study, I went to Moscow, entered the Russian Philology of MSU"
[Tasymbekov, 1994: 114]. Sulukhan Bagyzbayeva, who was then arrested in 1938 as the wife of an enemy
of the people, returned to Shymkent in 1946. She has been serving for twenty years in a boarding school for
children with language disabilities. Daughter Maya completes a decade of education with a" very good "
grade and wins a gold medal. In that era, such success was a rare phenomenon for Kazakh girls. A special
referral was issued to send to study at Moscow State University, but after the slander "daughter of an enemy
of the people" Maya entered Leningrad University. However, the head of the organization "countrymen"
(Zemlyachestvo), created by Kazakh students studying in Moscow, Omirbek Zholdasbekov, told the rector
of Moscow State University Petrovsky: "there is one Kazakh girl who studies very well at Leningrad
University, can she be transferred to Moscow?"- after petitioning, Maya continues her studies in Moscow.
Thanks to her ability to speak and speak, Maya becomes an active member of the organization that unites
Kazakh youth in the new environment. Maya Bagyzbayeva met Omirbek Arystanovich, and then started a
family. Oba graduated with honors from the University and replenishes his higher education. He graduated
from the philological Faculty of Moscow State University with honors, entered graduate school, then
defended his Ph. D. and doctoral dissertations and taught at Kazgu for many years. Her son Zoya also
received a higher education and worked in the library industry for half a century. Suluhan did not know if
grandma Mambetali was alive or dead until 1956. You can learn about this from his statement to
N. S. Khrushchev: "...I want to tell you about my husband, about whom I have nothing to say..." [Museum of
victims of political repression of South Kazakhstan region, 2025]. On December 21, 1957, the military
collegium of the Supreme Court of the USSR suspended the sentence against Mambetali Bagyzbayev and
acquitted him. The second time was fully rehabilitated on October 30, 1990 by the resolution of the
Shymkent regional prosecutor's office. In 1993, the 100th anniversary of Bagyzbayev's birth — Tulkubas
district-was celebrated, and the Eltai school in the village and one street in Shymkent were named after him.
On the same holiday, grandmother Suluhan was riding a horse. Suluhan Bagyzbayeva passed away in 1996
at the age of 91. Studies of the political repressions of 1937-1938, especially of Kazakh women, show that
they have a significant impact on establishing their true history and strengthening national consciousness and
spirit. The repressive policy against women suggests that it is directed against the unity of the nation and the
integrity of the country. The Soviet authorities aimed to destroy the family and ensure the transfer of
communist upbringing. The fate of women during the years of repression is clearly manifested by specific
biographical examples. Aziza Ryskulova as the spouse of Turar ryskulov, Kulandam Kozhanova as the
spouse of Sultanbek Kozhanov, Damesh Yermekova-Zhurgenova as the spouse of Temirbek Zhurgenov,
Rabiga Asfendiyarova as the spouse of Sanzhar Asfendiyarov experienced the severe consequences of
political repression. Their normal family life changed dramatically with the arrest of their husbands, and they
themselves were subjected to harassment. Some of the women were deprived of their freedom and sent to
camps, separated from family members and children. And the destinies of such women as Habiba
Altynbaeva, Balakyz Altybaeva, Kulzhan Akhmedova, Sulukhan Bagyzbayeva, Zane Erubaeva, who fell
from South Kazakhstan to Karlag and Algeria, show that repression destroyed not only the families of
famous figures, but also the daily and family life of ordinary women. Therefore, the study of their personal
life history allows us to more deeply reveal the socio-psychological consequences of Stalinist repressions on
the fate of a woman, mother and family.

The fate of repressed women was characterized by the collapse of their family life, separation from
children and the harsh conditions of camp life. For example, after the arrest of Turar Ryskulov, his wife
Aziza Ryskulova was also persecuted as the "wife of an enemy of the people" and sent to Algeria. Her little
daughters, Saule and Rida, were placed in orphanages. In the camp, Aziza worked as a veterinarian in
accordance with her specialty. After his release, he continued his professional activity [Tolesh, 2021].
Aziza's mother, Garifa (Aripa) Yesengulova, was also exiled and died in Algeria. The fate of damesh
Yermekova-Zhurgenova also reflects the consequences of Stalinist repression on her family. After his wife
Temirbek Zhurgenov was arrested as an "enemy of the people" and sentenced to death, Damesh was sent to
Algeria. Being a doctor with higher education, he served as a medical officer in the camp. Even after serving
his sentence, his life remained connected with the camp system,serving as a volunteer mercenary in Sevurlag
in 1946 [Mahan, 2024]. Sultanbek Kozhanov's wife Kulandam Kozhanova was also repressed after her
husband's political persecution and became an Algerian prisoner. The sources indicate that he experienced
camp persecution for many years [Museum of victims of political repression of South Kazakhstan region,
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2025]. And on July 21, 1938, by the decision of the Special Council under the NKVD, Rabiga Asfendiyarova
was sentenced to five years in a labor camp, and on October 3 of the same year she was taken from the
Almaty prison to the Akmola camp unit. He was released on May 5,1943 and later emigrated to Uzbekistan
[Sultan, 2025. The ways of life of these women indicate that political repression was directed not only
against state and public figures, the consequences of which also fell on their spouses and children. Therefore,
without limiting the history of Algeria to general statistical data, an analysis of real women along the lines of
their family — mother — camp prisoner — post-repression life allows us to delve deeper into the history of
women. The official materials of the Algerian museum directly name Aziza Ryskulova, Damesh Zhurgenova
and Rabiga Asfendiyarova among the prisoners of the camp.

The peak period of intense political repression since 1925 was 1937-1938, when women from
different social strata were innocently punished by Labor in correctional camps and colonies for up to 3-8
years. The conditions of life in those camps and colonies were very severe. Women who applied to the
appropriate places in order to justify their husbands were also prosecuted, and innocent babies were sent for
"re-education" in orphanages for their parents. The courage and fortitude of women, especially Kazakh
women, who survived the persecution of their husbands, sought after their exiled comrades, thought about
their children and wives in the camp, who, after being released from captivity, tried to find their children and
re-ignite the fire of the family hearth, is an example that will forever be remembered for the next generation.
We express deep respect for our mothers who have shown these feats. The qualities of endurance, calmness,
intelligence and courage in them should be promoted today. On May 31, 2007, the museum-memorial
complex of victims of political repression and totalitarianism "Algeria" was opened in the village of Akmol,
Tselinograd District of Akmola region. The museum displays documents, photographs, household items,
historical data and literary works reflecting the fate of suffering women. Full rehabilitation of the victims of
Stalinist repressions was possible only after Kazakhstan gained independence. On April 14, 1993, the head
of state signed the law "on rehabilitation of victims of mass political repression". This law provides that from
October 25, 1917, all those who were subjected to political repression were rehabilitated and their material
and moral losses were compensated as much as possible. In addition, children deprived of their freedom,
who were with their parents in exile or exile, or who were kept in special units, are also recognized as
victims of political repression. 1997 in Kazakhstan was declared the "Year of mass national reconciliation
and remembrance of victims of political repression". Since May 31 of the same year, the day of
remembrance of the victims of political repression has been officially established. The South Kazakhstan
Regional Museum of victims of political repression was opened on November 2, 2001, in honor of the 10th
anniversary of independence of the Republic of Kazakhstan. It became the first museum dedicated to the
victims of political repression in the Republic, a clear demonstration of the concern of the state and society
for the restoration of justice and the eternal memory of the victims of political repression of the last century.
In addition, the Republic began to organize events aimed at recognizing the history of the nation, forming
historical consciousness and raising the national spirit to a new level. The most important of these measures
was the expanded meeting of the interdepartmental working group on the study of the national history of the
Republic of Kazakhstan. During the meeting, Secretary of state Marat Tazhin outlined the main directions of
the study of the history of Kazakhstan and set important tasks for historical science. Among them, one of the
priority issues was the study of the history of victims of political repression and a true historical assessment
of this period.

Conclusion. During the period of Stalinist political repressions of 1937-1938, women in the South
Kazakhstan region, especially Kazakh women, withstood social and political pressure in society and sought
to become the support of the family. The study showed that many women, despite the fact that their
husbands were driven and called "enemies of the people," made every effort to protect their children,
maintain family ties, as well as ensure everyday life. For example, Aunt Bagyzbayeva Sulukhan lived for
five years in a camp in Dolinka, and at the age of six she was looking for her three children who lost their
father and tried to restore their fate. Such courage and endurance were a clear demonstration of the courage
and fortitude of Kazakh women.

The distinctive role of women was reflected in camps and colonies, in difficult conditions of Exile.
Women who complained about the fate of their husbands or went to the appropriate places were also
prosecuted and sometimes captured themselves. In this way, their lives and efforts towards the education of
the offspring, despite the political pressures directed against them, set a distinctive example of the
transmission of moral and cultural values to the offspring. This study makes it possible to scientifically
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assess their courage and resilience, clarifying the multifaceted effects of political repression on Women,
Family and society.

In addition, such research makes a significant contribution to the formation of national consciousness
and historical memory. By studying the fate of women of South Kazakhstan, it becomes possible to restore
justice to the victims of political repression, recognize their true history and demonstrate their historical
example, which will serve as a lesson for future generations. This, in turn, is important from the point of
view of a comprehensive study of the history of Kazakhstan and the promotion of historical reality in
society.
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